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ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 





Art. I. The Saxon and Englifh Languages reciprocally il- 
luftrative of each other; the Impra&ticability of acquiring an 
accurate Knowledge of Saxon Literature, through the Medium 
of Latin Phrafeslogy, exemplified in the Errors of Hickes, 
Wilkins, Gibjon, and other Scholars, and a new Mode fuge 
gefted of radically fiudying the Saxon and Englifh Languages. 
By Samuel Henfhall, M.A. Fellow of Brazen Nofe 
College, Oxford; Author of Specimens and Parts of the 
Lt of South Britain. 4to. Pp. 60. Nicol. Payne. 

hite. 


{t is with pleafure we turn from the buftle and controverfy 
of politics, to the relaxation afforded by literary difquifi- 
tions. The title and defign of our periodical work will na- 
turally oblige us to beftow a principal part of our attention 
on the former of thefe; but the latter muft have a fhare; and 
when they are at all connected with the former, as often 
mgpetts they have an additional title to our notice. 

eare glad to fee any effort from our Univerfities to fup- 
port the credit, or keep up the ftock, of literature ; but Mr. 
Henfhall, though a member of one of them, does not feem to 
have purfued his ftudies in the academic fhade; he is a refi- 


dent in London, and for a long time difcharged the heavy 
d and 


NO. IV. VOL, I. 


oon AT Ti IEG 
























382 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


and con{tant parochial duties of a populous parifh in the eaff 
end of the town; during which, he {till found fome time to 
dedicate to his favourite purfuits, which are likely to throw 
new lights on the hiftory and antiquities of this country. He 
has principally attached himfelf to Domefday and the early 
Latin records; and he has proceeded fo far in examining and 
developing thefe ancient documents as to promife a traniflation 
of Domefday, with notes and illuftrations. Indeed the firft 
part of this work is now in the prefs. Eager to impart to 
the public fome refult of his refearches, he has, in the mean 
time, publifhed a firlt part of what he calls Specimens and 
Parts of a Hiftory of South Britain from authentic Documents. 
work now before us: is a gleaning which he has made 

in purfuing his principal defign. Paffing from the Latin to 
the Anglo-Saxon Records, sel other documents, he foon per- 
ceived that this part of his ftudy wasnot aided, as it might be, 
by thofe who have hitherto been our teachers and guides ; and 
that fome other means than thofe furnifhed by them are 
needed to make the {tudy of Anglo-Saxon literature acceflible 
andeafy. He complains, that a Latin tranflation, inftead of 
an Englifh one, is the medium ufed by Hickes, Wilkins, 
Gibfon, and others; andhe maintains, that the true and effec- 
tual means of explaining the Anglo-Saxon is that of tranflating 
it into fuch Englifh words as come the neareft to the original. 
To manifeft this, he has given feventeen fpecimens of ex- 
traéts from the Saxon Laws, the Saxon Chronicle, Alfred's 
Will, the Saxon Gofpels, Bede’s Hiftory, Coedmon, fome 
Saxon Rolls, and other Saxon fragments ; to thefe he affixes 
the Latin tranflations that have been given by Hickes, Gib- 
fon, or others ; and,. in the oppofite page, he gives the Saxon 
fpecimen, with an interlinear verfion in Englifh made by 
himfelf. He accompanies the tranilation with notes at the 
bottom of the page, to point out the differences; and he calls 
upon the reader to judge, from this comparifon, which me- 
thod is the moit fit and rational. 
In the courfe of this comparifon, and in the whole of the 
reflections made by our author on the fubjeét of Saxon litera- 
ture, he is not fparing of cenfure on the great names we have 
mentioned; and we find the celebrated Hickes, not lefs than 
Wilkins and others, taxed with ignorance; Bifhop Gibfon 
feems to be confidered by our author as poffefling more fide- 
lity and diligence than his colleagues. Without allowing 
ourfelves to doubt of the ability and fkill which we have been 
ufed to afcribe to all thefe perfons in this particular branch 
of knowledge, we cannot but agree with Mr. H. in ee 
that there is in their Latin tranflations fometimes a want © 
precifion, 
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recifion, and too frequently a paraphraftical diffufion of the 
Pate, which renders them lefs ufetul than they ought to be, 
to thofe who need their affiftance; thefe, however, appear to 
be blemithes, that are not to be charged on the Latin language, 
but on the negligence of the tranilators, who might, by the 
fame inattention, have equally difappointed the reader in an 
Englith tranflation. In truth, thefe learned perfons, like the 
Latin tranflators of the Greek claffics, have fometimes thought 
more of the copy than the original, and endeavoured to make 
_ the Latin readable and elegant, whatever became of the re- 
femblance it ought to bear. Perhaps alfo, they wrote more 
for the Latin than the Englith fcholar ; they might think 
that the Latin would be read, even by Englifhmen, pres 
ferably to the Saxon ; and that the whole of their labours would 
be as acceptable in foreign countries, and quite as appropriate, 
asintheirown. The affinity of the Saxon withthe old Teu 
tonic, the Franckic, and the Gothic, all of the fame family, 
recommends the ancient language of this country as muchyto 
the philologifts of Germany and the Low Countries as to thofe 
who {peak the language of this ifland defcended- imme- 
diately from it; and this no doubt was the reafon why all 
the differtations written by Hickes and the others, no lefs 
than their tranflations, are in Latin. They wrote fo as to be 
read moft generally ; and they were quite as likely to intereft 
the {cholars of Lower, Germany, as thofe of Oxford or Cam- 
bridge. It is, no doubt, owing to this perfuafion, that all 
our Anglo-Saxon literature has been introduced to the public 
by means of the Latin, except in two or three inftances ; 
one of which is among the earlieft of fuch publications, the 
others are among the lait ; we mean the four gofpels, printed 
in 1§71, from Archbifhop Parker’s manufcript, which has 
the Englifh by the fide, and among the late ones publifhed by 
Mrs. El{to) and Mr. Daines Barrington, the latter of whom has 
placed an Englifh tranflation at the end of the volume 
However, after our countrymen have done fo much for 
their own fame, and fince they have, in fo doing, contributed 
their full fhare towards the general ftock of antiquarian 
knowledge, which may be thought to belong, in common, 
to all Europe, it is certainly to be defired that the ftudy of 
the Saxon language were taken up wholly upon Englifh ideas, 
and were made fubfervient to attaining a fundamental know- 
ledge of the language we fpeak at thisday. ‘The Saxon is 
the true ‘* well of Englifh undefiled,” where we are to de- 
fcend for the pure unmixed element; Chaucer, who has 
been fo called, is only a refervoir, tainted with ftrong infufions 
from the Norman and Parifian mixtures. Chaucer, as well as 
Dd 2 fume 
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fome who went before him, fome who werc his cotemporaries, 
and others who followed him, may be confidered as links to 
conneét the fucceffion from the Saxon times to our own ; anda 
rofearch made upon a plan of comparing thefe writers would 
be very informing. A work might be conceived, that would 
greatly affift in fuch a comparifon, and would, at the fame 
time, be a confiderable aid to the prefent Englith interpre. 
tation of fcripture. Suppofe the Saxon gofpels, Wickliffe’s 
tranflation, ‘T’yndal’s, and the one now in ufe, were printed 
in columns, fuch an Englifh Polyglott would be a. valuable 
manual both to the linguift, and the theologian ; and would 
exhibit the progrefs of our language, in the moft ftriking 
manner. to make this work ftill more ufeful,. all the 
peculiarities of the Saxon character fhould be rejected, and 
this column fhould be printed in the fame type as the 
others. A ftrange character is more revolting than 2 
ftrange language ; and, when you have the latter difficulty 
to encounter, you ought to be relieved from the former, if 
be ed: and proper. Now, the Saxon and Englifh, though 
iftinétly denominated, are, in truth, but one language, from 
the days of Hengift and Horfa, to the prefent times ; it has 
been varying through all ages; but if Robin of Gloucefter 
is as much Englifh as Chaucer, which nobody denies, and 
os almoft as much Saxon as the Saxon Chronicle, Saxon and 
nglith feem to be only a chronological diftinétion: to fignify 
more or lefs antient ftages of the fame language, which has 
been imperceptibly changing, from age to age, in its words, 
its grammar, and its character. The Saxon character, which 
was the Roman mixed with fome peculiarities, early went 
into difufe, and the black letter was fubftituted for it; the 
black letter gave place, and the Roman charater was reftored 
without the Saxon peculiarities; but in printing the very 
antient books, our anceftors chofe (fwperftitioufly, we think,) 
to retain the Saxon peculiarities. ‘This is not binding upon 
us, afd we have the fame right (it is certainly not lefs proper) 
to reject the Saxon character from Saxon writings, as the 
black letter from the writings of Chaucer and Wickliffe. 
With thefe impreffions, we cannot but approve Mr. H.'s 
attempt to bring the Eneliih and Saxon in contact, and print- 
ing the Saxon in Englith characters. We think it the beft 
way of attaining a thorough and radical knowledge of both. 
We approve allo of the precife method he has taken, which 
is not in giving his tranilation in the Englifh of the prefent 
day, which would be the eaficit underftood, but in always 
preferring the Englifh word that is neareft in etymology to 
the Saxon one, and fo giving the language of various ages, aS 
it fuits the occafion ; the confequence of which is, that his 
interlinear 
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jnterlinear verfion is fometimes as obfcure as the nen ce 
but this we are foon enabled to clear, either by confidering 
the context, or by fome gloflarial note at the bottom of the 


age. 

WP owartl the clofe of this illuftration, Mr. H. lays down a 
fketch of a new mode of {tudying Saxon literature, in which 
he confiders the genius of that language, and the labours of 
thofe who have gone before him in that walk. Among thefe, 
he, of courfe, notices Mr. Horne Tooke. He gives dire 

raifeto ‘*‘ The Diverlions of Purley ;” but he adds, that the 
effence of this huge work, now extending to three quarto vo- 
jumes, on the particles of a language, might be comprized in 
fifty pages. r. Henthall, it {eems, notwithftanding he is fo 
engaged in a retrofpe& to very antient times, allows himfelf 
tethare to confider, and take an intereft in, what is pafling 
amongft us. He has read Mr. Horne Tooke, not, only in his 
Diverfions of Purley ; on mentioning that gentleman’s ftudies, 
he cannot refrain hans expreffing his decided reprobation of 
his political life and condu&. The following is a curious 
paflage, which ought to be known; it is omitted in Mr. 
Gurney’s fhort-hand report of the trial, and would have 
been loft tous, and pofterity, but for the diligence and fidelit 
of Mr. H. who attended through the whole of Mr. Tooke’s 
trial, as if he were refolved to give a faithful tranflation of 
that gentleman’s defigns, however concealed by the difguife 
of an external charaéter. Thefe are Mr. H’s words :— ° 


“ Does Mr. Tooke recolleft one afternoon at the Old Bailey, 
about five o’clock, when the Attorney-General had retired from 
Court for refrefhment, and the Solicitor-General was examining evi- 
dence relative to the proceedings of the Scotch Convention—Does 
Mr. Tooke recolJe&@ rifing indignantly, and wondering how fuch 
evidence could implicate him ?—Does Mr. Tooke recollett ftating, 
that he certainly was in the chair when the two firft refolutions of 
the Centtitutional Society, approving of their condutt, were carried, 
but that he then retired, and Mr. Gerald occupied it ?—Doés Mr. 
‘Tooke recollect his artful infinuation to the Jury, that it was natural 
to prefume that he withdrew in difguft, becaufe he did not approve of 
the fubfequent. refolutions? &c. &c.—And does he recollect that 
when Sir John Scott was fent for into Court, that Sir J. inflantly 
handed a paper to Mr. Woodfial! ?—-Does he recolle¢t that Mr. Wood- 
fall {wore that it was Mr. Tooke’s hand-writing ?—Does he recol- 
lect that this paper contained every refolution pafled at fuch meeting, 
approving of the proceedings of the Scotch Convention ?---Does Mr. 
Tooke recollect covering his face with his hand, finking into his 
chair, and exclaiming, “* AxD A FEW COPIES UNFORTUNATELY 
PRinrep!’...Does Mr. Tooke recollect, that he could not again 
Dd 3 lift 
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lift up his head that evening ?---In your own language to Mr. Wind, 
ham---* Thou haft faced many things,---thou couldit not face this!’ 
—-—Such is the acquitted guiltlefs innocent. Thefe things I heard 
and faw. S, H. And whatever opinion Judges may have deli. 
vered, I ever fhall be of the fame fentiment with that found lawyer, 
Sir John Scott, that not one iota of the evidence of the Bifhop of 
Gloucefter, who had no conneétion or intercourfe with Mr. Tooke 
twenty years preceding his trial, could in the leaft excriminate this 
Arch-jacobin’s a¢tions, for the laft five years,”’ 








This damning* piece of evidence has been mentioned to 
fome gentlemen who were then prefent in Court ; they 
confirm the truth of it, and atteft the effe@ it had at the 
moment, as related by Mr. H. How fuch a yery particular 

aflage efcaped Mr. Gurney, it is not eafy to fay! but, 
Siscly. it is of eflential confequence that important ftate 
trials fhould be reported with the utmoft accuracy ; any omif- 
fions are reprehenfible, but fuch an omiflion as this is a radical 
defec?, which, from whatever caufe it proceed, is fufficient 
to deftroy the credit of the printed account of the trial. 

We think that Mr. Horne Tooke is not without merit, as 
an etymologift ; he has, at lealt, the praife of making old 
things new ; and that is not a fmal]l one, as it contributes to 
keep up the circulation, which is neceifary to preferve the 
literature of a country in any ftate of vigour or health ; but 
«he great admiration which fome perfons beftowed on this 
attempt, muit, in our opinion, be afcribed either to the igno- 
rance of the prefent times in this department of knowledge, 
or to that {pirit of party, which is always extolling to the 
fkies any little merit in the members of it. Mr. Horne 
‘Tooke’s want of Greek learning, difcovered by his quoting 
French tranflations, will keep him upon a low form in the 
eyes of fcholars. ‘This is a flaw among men of learning, 
that, like low birth among perfons of rank, fometimes makes 
them contemptible. 

We beg to refer our reader to the ufeful obfervations made 
by Mr. H. on the ftudy of the Saxon language; we with 
Mr. H. may be encouraged to go on with this line of ftudy, 
which feems to be almoft whelly his own; and, we cannot 
help adding, that we hope he will proceed, even if he does 
not feel himfelf encouraged as he expe€ts: without fuch per- 





* The Jury were not acquainted with the principles of Mr. Tooke. 
In his letters to Junius he publicly declared, that when the condué 
of the Monarch ja/tifed refiftance, (or i# his opinion juftified refitt- 
ance,) he would be the firft man to difcharge a blunderbufs in the 
breait of the tyrant! | 
feverance, 


























Dr. Gillies’s Tranflation of Ariftetle. 


feverance, few literary works, not immediately applicable to 
the bufinefs and converfation of the day, would ever have 
been produced. Where encouragement, however, is fo emi- 
nently deferved, we can have little doubt that it will be 
amply experienced. 





- --+-— 


Art. II. Dr. Gillies’s Tranflation of Ariftetle. 
(Continued from v. 263.) 


HE hiftory of opinions refpeCting fubje&ts of philofophy 
traces them from Thales the founder of the Ionian fchool, 
which fought truth by experiment and inveftigation, and from 
Pythagoras, who fought truth from intellectual abflractions. 
Having given his own opinion on fubjects of nature (after- 
wards more fully explained in his phyfics) he afcends to the 
confideration of the firft caufe. Dr. G. next lays before us 
the do&trines and arguments of Ariitotle on fubjects of natu- 
ral philofophy and aitronomy ; fubje&s on which, as he rather 
difplays the force of his genius than eftablifhes truth, it will 
be unneceffary to follow him. ‘The Zoology of Arittotle. is 
the moff perfe&t and ufeful of all his works as the hiltorian 
and interpreter of nature. Befides his own induitry and re- 
fearch, his extraordinary pupil collected all the materials for 
extenfive obfervation that countries hitherto unknown could 
afford, and fent them as prefents to a preceptor as extraordi- 
nary as himfelf. “ Whatever rarities were to be found in 
parks or ponds, in aviaries or hives, or were to be procured 
by hunting, fifhing, fowling, in the wide extent of Afia, were, 
befides the affiftance of a great library, the refources of Arif- 
totle for writing the hiitory of animals.”—** By combining 
with the defcriptions in his books the obfervatien of tholc 
living wonders tranfported from the Eat, Ariftotle, who pre- 
ferred a philofophical refidence in Athens to the honour of 
perfonai attendance on the matter of the world, compofed, .in 
the tranquillity of the Lyceum, his immortal work, which a 
Pliny profeiles to abridge, and a Bufton defpairs to rival.”’ 
Dr. G. admits that a wider furvey of the globe has increafed 
our acquaintance with quadrupedes, and the invention of 
glailes with infeéts, but contends that modern writers have 
added nothing important to Ariitotle’s account of birds, or 
equalled his account of fifhes. His treatifes on plants and 
minerals are no longer extant. His decfcription of feas, 
rivers, mountains, and meteors, has come down in a very mu- 
tilated ftate, but from the impertect remains his interpreter 
infers the grand and comprehenfive views of Ariftotle. From 
Dd 4 the 
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the perceptible qualities of objects, he rifes to the principles 
and caufes by which they are produced. The caufes he al. 
lows to be hidden in material fubjects, or at leaft very difficult 
tobe known. Finding that fubftances are to be known only 
by their qualities, and perceiving a clafs of qualities totally 
different from thofe of material fub{ftances, he from them in- 
fers the exiftence of mind. The wifeft and moft penetrating 
of ancient philofophers (as well as of modern) were not ma- 
terialifts. From mind exifting as a feparate fubftance from 
matter, his interpreter conducts Ariftotle to mind operative, 
which he calls energy ; from which he afcends to the fupreme 
energy or divine mind, acting and producing the heavens and 
earth, motion, life, animation, and intelligence. 


‘¢ ‘The prime mover is neceffarily immaterial, and therefore indi. 
vifible, immoveable, impaflive, and invariable ; ever actuating this 
vifible fyftem, as is mene from the phrnomena, according to the 
beft principles both of intellection and volition, which exattly coin. 
cide, when traced up to Deity, their ultimate fource.”’ 


Thus does the interpreter of Ariftotle fhew him ranging 
through nature, and from his extenfive obfervation, fagacious 
difcoveries, and comprehenfive knowledge, drawing the mo- 
mentous inference, that the Univerfe and all which it contains 
in their various arrangements, capacities, affeCtions, powers, 
and enjoyments, are effects proceeding from the operation of 
a caufe, fupremely powerful, wife, and good. It has been 
objected to this fyftem of theology, no lefs juft than fublime, 
that his do&trines were not the fame in his acroatic works, 
(thofe addrefled to philofophical pupils) as in his popular 
writings and difcourtes : but his interpreterg make it evident 
that the difference was in the mode not in the fubftance; 
that in the former there was brevity, clofenefs of thought, 
ftric&t and philofophical reafoning; in the latter more illuf- 
tration and enlargement as fuch audiences required, 

Dr.G. in the clofe of his analyfis anfwers— 


*¢ An objection very commonly macc to Ariftotle’s philofophy is, 
that he is regardlefs of experience, and too fond of hypothefis. In 
the whole extent in which this reproach is ofuaily urged by his de- 
tractors, it betrays ignorance in the extreme. Since the principles 
of every one of his treatifes are drawn folely from experience ; and, 
in almoft every ftep that he takes, to experience he conftantly recurs for 
trying and confirming his conclufions. 

«6 But Ariftotle was contented with catching nature in the fa¢t, with- 


out attempting, after the modern fafhion, to put her to the torture; 
and, in rejecting experiments operofe, toilfome, or painful, either to 
their objects or their authors, he was juftified by the habits of think- 
ing, almoft univerfally prevalent in his age and countty ; educated 


in 
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jn free and martial republics, carelefs of wealth, becaufe uncorrupted. 


by luxury, the whole tribe of ancient philofophers dedicated them. 
felves to agreeable only and liberal purfuits, with too proud a dif. 
dain of arts merely ufeful or lucrative. ‘They ranked with the fir 
clafs of citizens ; and, as fuch, weve not to be lightly fubjected to 
unwholefome or difgufting employments. To bend over a furnace, 
inhaling noxious fteams, to torture animals, or to touch dead bodies, 
appeared to them operations not more mifbecoming their humanity, 

an unfuitable to theirdignity. For fuch difcoveries as the heating 
and mixing of bodies offer to inquifitive curiofity, the naturalifts of 
Greece trufted to flaves and mercenary mechanics, whofe poverty or 
avarice tempted them to work in metals and minerals ; and to pro. 
duce, by unwearied labour, thofe coloured and feulptured ornaments, 
thofe gems, rings, cups, and vafes, and other admired but frivolous 
elegancies, of which, in the opinion of the good judges of art, our 
boaited chemiftry cannot produce the materials, nor, were the mate- 
rials at hand, fupply us with inftruments fit to fhape. ‘The work. 
fhops of tradefmen then revealed thofe myfteries which are now fought 
for in colleges and laboratories ; and ufeful knowledge, perhaps, was 
not the lefs likely to be advanced, while the arts were con‘ined to 
artifts only ; nor faéts the more likely to be perverted, in order to 
fupport favourite theories, before the empiric had yet ailumed the name, 
and ufurped the funétions of the philofopher.’’ 


Agreeing with Dr. G. that the name of philofopher is 
often and moft erroneoufly beftowed on mere empirics, mere 
collectors of facts without induction, generalization, or appli- 
cation to any ufeful purpofe ; yet we cannot he!p regretting 
that a philofopher, beyond mofl, and equal to any, in induitry 
and reafoning, had not more clofely adhered to his own pre- 
cepts to explore nature by patient and accurate refearch. It 
would have been of infinite advantage to real knowledge and 
feience if he had rigidly excluded hypothefis from every fub- 
ject either of enquiry or demonftration. But although expe- 
riment had uniformly been the mode of his inveftigation of 
nature, the object to which his enquiries were directed were 
not moit conducive to the illuftration of truth. Arittotle 
fought to- know efficient caufes in phyfics, inftead of phano- 
mena and their general laws, ‘The former are in molt cafes 
hidden, the latter may be known by obfervation. The phax- 
nomena of the oak tree, which I fee from my window, I per- 
ceive, and by induction comprehend the general Jaws of fuch 
phanomena ; but the efficient caufe that produces thefe ap- 
pearances is beyond my reach. I am totally ignorant what 
it isin the configuration or internal ftru€ture of the vegetable 
which gives it that precife confiftency of timber, colour, and 
thape of leaves. It is, as Reid and Stewart frequently in- 
culcate, by confining refearch to phenomena and their general 
principles, 
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neve or} inftead of trying to difcover efficient caufes, that 
natura philofophy has been within thefe two centuries ftudied 
with fuch certainty and extenfive fuccefs, When, however, 
we confider what Ariitotle has done, it is infinitely lefs for: 
prizin that he did not doall, than that he did fo much. This 
writer's analyfisof his {pe culative philofophy makes the Englith 
reader, if intelligent and converfant with fuch fubje&s, completely 
acquainted with the general ftate of logic, phylics, and meta, 
phyfics, as exhibited by Ariftotle. Dr. G. isa moft fkilful, 
fatisfaory, and perfect interpreter of the ableft and wife 
ancient interpreter of nature. We fhall now proceed to ac- 
company the Dr. more minutely and fully, interpreting Arif. 
totle's view of man. 

The ethics and politics of Ariltotle may be confidered as 
different parts of the fame general fyitem, tending and di- 
rected to the fame great object, human happincts. Thete 
writings are by himfelf accordingly denominated by one 
title, ‘* Philofophy concerning Human Aftairs’’—» reg 4 
aveumirx Girvcogixe, His ethics, as his interpreter juftly obferves, 
no man can read without becoming the better ; and his politics 
no ftatefman can ftudy without “becoming the wifer. To 
convey in the prefent {tate of public opinion a clear notion of 
thofe writings is Doétor Gillies’s objeét; to make modern 
readers acquainted with the principles, reafonings, and views 
of the moft profound, diflinguifhing, and wife philofopher of 
antiquity on the moft important fubjects which can employ 
wifdom. The reader is not to expect here a literal tranf- 
lation, but fuch a verfion as moft effectually conveys the 
fenfe and fpirit of the author. “Thofe who look for an exaét 
imitation of the peculiar phrafeology of Ariitotle will be dif- 
appointed, as, confidering the object, they deferve to be. To 
the mere linguift or grammarian the exact mode in which 
Ariitotle wrote might be more valuable than the fubftance of 
what Ari(totle thought. But the latter is what the morali(t 
and politician value. Doctor Gillies makes Ariftotle fpeak 
Englith ; frequently lefs compretied than his original lan- 
guaye, but perfpicuous, precife, tuily and ably exhibiting the 
thoughts and fentiments of the author. The gold is {pread 
ever a wider furface in the Englith verfion than in the ori- 
ginal, but is equally pure and v aluable. The fhape and ftamp 
of the ancient Darcick is laid afide for the current coin of 
the Engliih guinea. 

In the arrangement, alfo, the interpreter has frequently 
deviated from that of former editors, w hofe untkilfulnefs had 
commonly intermixed fubje&s without a due regard to their 
conneétion, 
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connection, and introduced repetitions, which it is not very 
probable the accurate Stagyrite ufed; or, if he did ufe them, 
the conveyance of them could not promote the purpofes of a 

hilofophical interpreter of his works. The materials as 
Bere difpofed conftitute a regular and complete fyftem of 
moral and political fcience. The original being known to 
few, although the work deferves to be known to all, we fhall 
continue our analyfis as if it were entirely new. 

In treating of ethics the author firft takes a view of the 
conftituents of happinefs, and proves by an induction from 
experience that happinefs confilts in virtuous energies ; that 
is, in virtue exercifed. In eftablithing this conftituent of the 
fupreme good, he analyzes our phyfica!l, moral, and intellectual 
capacities and powers. Having in his firlt book fhewn that 
happinefs confiits in exerted virtue, in the fecond he unfolds 
the means of acquiring virtue. Virtue, he obferves, is 
twofold, intelle€tual and moral. A predicament of than has, 
(to ufe the language of modern philofophers) a cognative and 
active * being. [he moral virtues are acquired by exercife 
and cuftom, which, by frequent repetition, conf{titute habits. 
Previous to the acquilition there is and mutt be a capacity ; 
but that capacity, or what in common language is called 
natural difpofitions, does not conftitute virtue. Virtuous 
affe@tions are thofé which lie in the nuddle between two ex- 
tremes, as the affetion of ltberality between the extremes of 
parfimony and profufion. Virtuous acts are thofe refult- 
ing from fuch affe&tions, but to enfure moral certainty of 
operation, the prefervation of the mean between the two 
extremes muft be confirmed into a habit. Virtue, therefore, 
confifts in habits of mediocrity. Here it may be neceflary to 
make a diftin€tion, which, though it be very prohable Ariftotle 
may have made, yet it is exprefled neither by himfclf nor his 
acute and learned interpreter. Although thofe affections and 
habits which are virtuous poflefs alfo mediocrity, we fubmit to 
the confideration of the able interpreter, whether the medio- 
crity be what conflitutes the virtue. In the irftance juft 
mentioned, liberality is, we believe, very juftly faid to be the 
mean between two extremes of avarice and prodigality. But 
it is not that mediocrity we apprehend which conftitutes the 
virtue, it is the fuitablenefs of the affe€tion to its objeé, in 
any particular cafe, and the habit of fuch fuitablenefs in ge- 
neral conduct. The mediocrity has moft frequently the re- 
lation of co-exiftence with virtue, but has not that of identity. 








* See Doctor Fergufon’s Moral and Political Philofophy, pa/im. 
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But be that as it may, habit is neceflary to conftitutd a Vir- 
tnous charaéter. Three practical rules are promulgated jor 
the attainment of virtue, thus explained. Firit, to keep at 
the greateft diftance from the snail blameable of the twe 
extremes.* Secondly, from that to which we ourfelves are 
moft inclined. Thirdly, by verging to the contrary extreme 
endeavour to change our direction. ‘The third book explains 
moral election and preference, and proves that the acts of 
which the repetition conftitutes habits are voluntary. Here 
an acute diftinétion is made between thofe actions which are 
voluntary, according to the general dilpofitions and habits of 
our mind; and thofe which are voluntary in fome particular 
fituation or cafe as the refult of a balance of evils. “ As 
when failorsor merchants in a itorm throw their goods over- 
board to fave their lives.’”’” He proceeds to appply his prin- 
ciples tothe various phenomena of moral man, courage and 
temperance. ‘The firft oppofed to the exceflive dread of pain, 
the fecond to the exceffive love ot pleature 5 and compares 
their contraries intemperance and cowardice. Analyzing the 
motives, and defining the habits which produce and conftitute 
the feveral virtuous and vicious acts and chara@ers, he with 
wonderful clearne{s marks the difference between realities and 
appearances, both good andbad.. ‘This fubjeé not only con- 
cludes the third book, but occupies the whole of the fourth. 
Herein liberality, magnificence, magnanimity, meeknefs, 
courtefy, plain dealing, tacetioufnefs, their re{pe ctive contra- 
ries, and fhame, are ‘the fubjects of a moft mafterly delinea- 
tion, at once profound and practical, as to object, motive, 
and conftituent. ~The fifth book treats of juftice, firft in its 
molt extentfive fignification, as referring to all our tranfac- 
tions with mankind, promoting their be nefit, and abitaining 
froin injuring them by any. means. In this fenfe juftice is 
nota part but the whole of virtue. But as juitice in that en- 
larged acceptation would comprize the virtues which he has 
treated feve ‘rally, he conliders it in a limited fenfe and a 
particular virtue, as chiefly relative to tranfactions refpecting 
property. He confiders juitice fo bounded as diftvibutive and 
corretive. Diltributive juftice (afterwards termed by Gro- 
tius and others, Juititia arbitratrix) he explains to be the be- 
ftowal of benefit according to worth, and illuftrates it by a 
geometrical progreffion, that the fare of advantage to the 
fecond two men be to the pay of the firft, as the worth of the 
fecond to the worth of the firit. 
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* "The excefs of diftance here recommended is ne doubt often ne- 
ceflary, but whenever itis fo, itis adeviation from mediocrity. 
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‘In applying this plain and juft proportion, Ariftotle, as in- 
deed he does very often through his practical writings, acknow- 
ledges the impoflibility of attaining the fame precifion in 
moral as in geometrical fubjeéts, and confequently the ab- 
furdity of making the attempt. The exact meafure, there- 
fore, of the diftribution mult be varied according to the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe, but the general principle followed. 
Ariftotle, in explaining correétive juttice (the jultitia exple- 
trix) of more recent writers, obferves, that it is founded not 
on geometrical but arithmetical proportion: 


«‘ For the law does not make any difference in its correction or 
punithment, whether a good man has injured a bad one, or a bad 
man a good. It contemplates merely the hurt done or the injury 
fultained, and endeavours to fet the two parties, the one of whom 
is wronged by the other, on the fame footing of equality on which 
they formerly ftood. ‘The words «gain and lofs are not indeed 
applicable in all cafes where one man is injured by another; they 
can be properly ufed only when the injuries done may be eftimated 
in-money ; but in all cafes whatever, he who has committed an injury 
fhouid be compelled, as far as may be, to make reparation, which, 
when complete, reduces the parties to that-condition of equality from 
which they fet out, by giving back to the lofer what had been taken 
from him by the gainer. Correétive juftice, then, holds the middle 
place between gain and lofs.”’ 


Ariftotle confutes an opinion that has influenced the jurif- 
rudence of moft barbarous nations, that juftice confilts either 
in reciprocity of doing and fuffering, that is in retaliation, or 
in fome compenfation made to the individual affeGed by the 
injury.* In the fame book Ariftotle difcufles the nature of 
money, and gives the principal heads of the doétrincs and 
reafonings on that fubjeé&t which are fo ably expanded in the 
firft volume of the wealth of nations. The whole of this 
book upon juftice, pofitive and natural, comprehending equity, 
or the application of natural juftice to cafes not defined by 
pofitive law, exhibits a concife, but complete view of all the 
duties deducible from that virtue; and the fum of what has 
aQtually been deduced from it by fucceeding writers. 
In book the fixth the Stagyrite paffes on to the intellectual 
virtues which he explains to be five habits of exertion, 
{tience, art, prudence, intelleé&t, wifdom; and afcertains the 


i stent 





* See Tacitus de moribus Germanorum, Hume’s Appendices to the 
fir and fecond volumes of his Hittory, .Robertfon’s Introduction to 
Charles the Fifth, Montefquicu, and other eminent writers. who have 
treated of periods of civilization, Reviewer. 
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feveral provinces of thefe intelle€tual virtues, in direMing 
moral practice and conduét. 7 

In the feventh book he draws the line between vice and 
weakneifs, the former an habitual depravity of a fa€tion, the 
latter occafional inability to follow one’s own fenfe of moral 
rectitude. 

The eighth and ninth books treat of friendfhip, and contain 
a moft accurati: defcription of the feveral fpecies of friendihip 
arifing from three fources, from pleafure, from utility, and 
from coincidence of virtue. He analyzes the feeling peculiar 
to each, explains the conduct and reciprocal expeCtations with 
the probable refults. In difcuffing friendfhips owing to plea- 
fure and utility, the author difplays a moft profound know- 
ledge of the human mind, and a moft thorough acquaintance 
with the world. In his account of virtuous friendfhip he 
difplays the infinite benefit and happinefs of fuch a bond, and 
fhews himfelf experimentally acquainted with its advantages 
and fweets. Under the head of friendfhip he confiders the 
various endearing ties asiling from domeftic affections, from 
conjugal, parental, filial, fraternal attachments, extending 
themfelves to love for kindred and to patriotifm. The pri- 
vate affelions which the puny philofophifts of modern days 
endeavour to eradicate, are, by Ariftotle, powerfully recom- 
mended, as moft pure and abundant fources of happinefs. 
Let us not, however, profane the name of Ariftotle by join- 
ing it to thofe of fhallow dabblers in metaphyfical ethics and 
politics. It is by no means neceffary to thofe who behold 
and examine the {tature, proportion, and mufcular force of a 
Hercules to place by his fide a feeble fhapelefs dwarf. 

Having analyzed the powers and capacities, intellectual and 
moral, of man ; having analyzed the conftituents of that hap- 
pinefs, which thefe powers and capacities, properly exercifed, 
may attain, the exercifes and habits which are the means of 
the great end of ethics; he proceeds to confider what plans 
and fyftems moft powerfully conduce to the great purpofe of 
human life. ‘ The important queftion (he fays) is, how 
men may be rendered virtuous.” Although virtue cannot fub- 
fit without the exiftence of natural difpofitions, yet the dif- 
pofitions are themfelves of little avail without difcipline, for 
this difcipline laws are neceflary to curb the headitrong im- 
petuofity of paffion. Acquaintance with legiffation is necef- 
fary to a moralift that he may know what principles, plans, 
and executions of plans have benefited communities, that 
from thence he may infer what principles, maxims, and 
conduét may be moft beneficial to individuals. This brivgs 
him to his treatife upon politics. 

Never 
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Never did there appear a work of more general importance, 
at all times, to the members of political fociety, whether 
fegiflators, {tatefmen, or the people at large, than the Stagy- 
fite’s treatife on politics; but, af this time, the perufal of it 
will be attended witha particular benefit. It not only thews 
the origin, foundation, and end ot all legitimate government, 
but expofes the caufes of fedition, infurrection, rebellion, 
anarchy, evils which it has been the unfortunate lot of this 
age fo direfully to experience. 

No notion has been more generally received among thofe 
who were ignorant of the writings of Ariftotle, and took up 
their opinions on hear-fay, than that he did not employ 1Nn- 
pucTION. The reader of the work before us will foon per- 
ceive the abfurdity of the opinion, that, im matters of the 
higheft importance, induétion is a new organ. In phyfical 
fcience, it has, no doubt, been applied, in modern times, 
with a degree of fteadinefs and fuccefs which has promoted dif- 
covery, and advanced knowledge within thefe two centuries 
infinitely more than had been done by all preceding ages. 
But, in moral and political fcience, it was employed by the 
wifeft of the ancients, as uniformly, judicioufly, and fucceff- 
fully, as by the wifeft of the moderns. Lord Bacon himfelf 
did not inculcate, in his philofophy of logic, with more 
power and fuccefs, the ufe of induction, than the Stagyrite 
employed it in his philofophy of morals and politics, In 
explaining, fays his interpreter, the origin of political fociety, 
“ Ariftotle writes neither the fatire nor the panegyric of 
human nature ; which, by writers of lefs wifdom than fancy, 
have been alternately fub{tituted for plain hiftory. In this, 
as in all other inquiries, his firft queftion is, what are the 
phenomena? His fecond, what is the analogy of nature ? 
Building on thefe foundations, he concludes, that both fociety 
and government are as congenial to the nature of man, as it 
is natural for a plant to fix its roots in the earth, to extend 
its branches, and to fcatter its feeds. Government then is 
coeval with fociety—and fociety with men. Both are the 
works of nature; and, therefore, in explaining their origin, 


there cannot be the finalleft ground for the fanciful fuppofition - 


of engagements and contracts.” Rejecting hypothefis, he 
proceeds upon experience. In his mode of political reafoning, 
as well as in the conclufions which refult from his argu- 
ments, his interpreter proves him to have been very much 
fuperior to our celebrated countryman, Mr. Locke ; who, by 
forming his theory on a fanciful hypothefis, opened the way to 
theories equally falfe, and more immediately noxious. Price, 
Prieftley, Roulfeau, Paine, could juftify, an the ame $e. 
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Locke, their own vifionary doétrines, ler with confe. 
uences fo mifchievous to fociety, and fo diffcrent from what 
ke himfelf intended. Arittotle’s reafonings, grounded 

on experience, examined by the moft profound wifdom, con- 
tain’ the principal heads of what has fince been faid by the 
foundeft political writers ; his treatife delineates all the plans 
of government exifting, or which had exifted, fhews the ex- 
cellencies and defects, with their caufes, and fketches the belt 
forms of government he believes attainable by human nature. 
—Confidering man’s aétual ftate, the wifeft political philo- 
fopher of antiquity concludes, that a mixed form of govern- 
ment, with reciprocal checks in the feveral eftates, fo as mu- 
pro to controul evil, whilft they co-operate in good, is the 
fitteft for producing all the happinefs of which, in that actual 
ftate, they are fulceptible. Phe exifting fyftem of polity 


which moft nearly anfwers the idea of this wife and protound 
enquirer into the human mind is the BritisH é 
TUTION. 

Ariftotle, however, is too practically wife a man to pro- 
ofe the fame form of government, as right, in every fituation. 
faking man as he really is, not as the ravings of Turgot, 
Condorcet, and other fanciful philofophifts imagine he may 


ONSTI- 


be, he finds him an imperfe& being, of a very mixed cha- 
racter, and exhibiting great diverfities of phenomena in dif- 
ferent cafes and circumftances, For the general mixture of 
his character, he propofes mixed government in general, but 
varies particular plans according to the nature of the cafe. 
Ariftotle’s firft book on politics* {tates the end of government 
and polity, and analyzes the conftituents of a commonwealth. 
He decompounds a {tate, and confiders it, in its firft origin, 
in a domeltic fociety. The end of government is the good 
of the community ; and the criterion of its approach to per- 
feGtion is its tendency to produce that good. Communities 
are compofed of families. “he formation of families he traces 
to its fource, in the itrongeft impulfe of man, and purfues it 
to its confequences, in conneétions of relation and afiuity. 
There is much wifdom difplayed in explaining the 
neceflity of fubordination, according to the diveriity of 
talents, virtues, and other means of promoting the good of 
fociety. From domeftic, Ariftotle pafles to political ceco- 


—*. 





* Doétor Gillies’s arrangement of feveral parts of his author's 
political, as well as of his moral and metaphyfical works, is different 
from that of former editors, and for the reafon we have already 
afigned, Reviewer. 
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homy. In difcuffing both; he gives, at much greater length 
than in his ethics, a very able and profound account of the 
nature and caufes of the wealth fe nations: On this fub- 
jet he has anticipated much of what has been faid by 
Adam Smith: He very ftrorgly inculcatées the difference 
between accumulation and ceconomy ; the former the at- 
uifition of means, the latter the ufe or end; and reprobates 
the folly of thofe who confider accumulation as the end, in- 
ftead of the means. On the fubject of women his opinions 
are formed on principles, which we, that are accuftomed to 
fee them on a very different footing, muft confider as morofe 
and unjuft. Having confidered; in the firft book, a ftate and 
its conftituents, individuals; and claffes, he, in the fecond, 
proceeds to an account of different plans of government, 
either fpeculative or praétical. Of the former, Plato’s re- 
occupies naturally the principal part; and perhaps 
here never was a more ftriking inftance ot the vifionary theo- 
ties of extraordinary genius, examined by profound wifdom, 
rounded on experience, than the republic of Plato confi- 
Bored by Ariftotle. There cannot be an abler account of the 
abfurdity and impraéticability of the LEVELLING SYSTEM, 
than appears in this book; difcuffing fome fafhionable theories 
of the time on POLITICAL INNOVATION, the Stagyrite is 
equally found and falutary. His general do€trine is, that all 
novelty ought to be very cautioufly examined ; that the necef- 
jity mult be urgent, and the balance of utility manifeft; that 
reform-is never to be fought from a defire of change. Do not 
facrifice certain good in poffeffion for the idea of greater, 
Which may not be realized, and even may be the caufe of 
greatevils. [Let your alterations be gradual and progreflive, 
according to the analogy of human improvement. Rapid and 
total change feldom or never produces good, and mmoft fre- 
quently dreadful evil.—The rett of the book is devoted to 
particular governments, fuch as Sparta, Crete, orig 
and others, with which learned readers are acquainted. n 
the fubject of the Carthaginian government there are very 
profound refle@tions on certain caufes, from which he prog- 
nofticates its downfall.* To a modern reader, one of thie 
moft important parts of this book, and indeed of the whole 
work, is the demonttration of the evils of democracy, illuf- 
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* Dr. Gillies informs the world that he is engaged in a hiftory 
of the Macedonian Empire, in which he promifes tully to difcufs, the 
political hiftory of Carthage, and fhew. the operation of the caules 
mentioned by Ariftotley in verifying his prediction. 


NO. 8V. VOL. }. Ee trated 


























































398 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


trated in the conftitution and hiftory of Athens. Dr. G. {ub- 
joins to Ariftotle’s differtution a very pleafing and interciting 
account of the republic of St. Marino, taken from his own 
travels, as an appendix. Having defcribed the different f{pe- 
culative, or practical plans of government, propofed or 
adopted, he goes on to the abftract forms, their {everal orj- 
gins, objects, principles, and characters. Here he antici- 

tes the greater part of what Bresrtgnice brought forward, 
in the fecond and third books of his pia of Laws, on the 
three great divifions of {imple modes of government, Demo- 
cracy, Ariftocracy, and Monarchy. In this book he thews 
himfelf inimical to any of the three forms unmixed, and the 
champion of a mixed government. Pre-emimence mult be 
given to thofe, who, from either map qualities, or adven- 
titious circumftances, may be prefumed or known to be moft 
difpofed and qualified to promote the good of the community. 
Talents, therefore, and virtue, fhould combine with pro- 
perty, birth, rank, and other accidental fources of diftinction, 
and caufes of intereft in the ftate, in poifeffing the principal 
fhare of the dire€tion of affairs. ‘This doctrine, juft and falu- 
tary in itfelf, ably maintained in the text, receives excellent 
ang important illuftrations in the notes taken from the Roman 
hiftory. 

I art fourth book Ariftotle enquires what is the beft form 
of government, what produces the greateft quantity of hap- 
pinefs to the governed. This is the queftion which the sace 
does not undertake to anfwer abftratedly, but confiders it as 
relative to diverfity of chara&ters, manners, habits, and fitua- 
tion of the people. ARISTOTLE IS NO FRIEND TO AB- 
STRACT POLITICS. But the form which he finds produc- 
tive of happinefs in the greateft number of cafes, and mof 
confonant to the moft nfaal characters of mankind, is one 
fimilar to that OF WHICH WE OF THIS COUNTRY EXPE- 
RIENCE THE INESTIMABLE BLESSING. 


(To be continued.) 
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Art. INI. «4 Letter to the Church of England, painting out 
Jome popular Errors of bad Confequence. By an old Friend 
and Servant of the Church. 8vo. Pp. 35. Price 1s. 
Hatchard, Wright. 








HIS isa folemn appeal and pious addrefs to every member 

of the Church of England by an orthodox divine of the 
(@riftian religion, as eftablithed in thefe realms at the Kefor- 
mation, His ideasof Church government are founded on the 
ecclefiaftical polity of Hooker; and his belief in the Saviour of 
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the World correfponds with the catholic faith of George Bull, 
whofe primitive and apoftolical doctrines, found arguments, 
and conclufive reafoning, diffenters have never anfwered, nor 
ever will anfwer. : 

The author of this affeétionate letter addrefles us as men, 
brethren, and fathers ** to join him in the alarm” againft the 
idols Deifm and Rights of Nature, and the fupport of Revela- 
tion! He pathetically and forcibly exclaims— 3 


« O fatal day for England! when the religion of nature, and the 
power of the people, firit gained admiffion into /e&ure-books ; they are 
now too firmly eftablifhed to be fhaken by fuch a hand as mine. 
Our teachers, reputed by fome to be moft wife and learned, and ‘our 
reforming writers, who mean well to their country, and think the 
fee ali the dangers of the time, leave both thefe errors in full poffef- 
fion of the fchools. What hall I fay? where fhall I find fuch 
words as will be heard? For the/e things I weep; mine eye, mine 
eye, runneth down with water. Lam.i. 16. I would call for fome 
to join me in the alarm, but who will anfwer? If the fals have loit 
itsfavour, wherewith fhall it be feafoned! If the teachers want to be 
taught, wherewith fhall we teach them? O learned Andrews! QO 
bleffed Kenn; O holy Beveridge; O wife and fagacious Leflie ; 
your days are paft! If I had cried unto you, ye would have liftened 
tome; ye would not have difdained to inquire whether thefe things 
are fo. God might be gracious, and preferve our candleftick in its 
place, for the fake of that light which he gave to it: but can it be 
expeéted, that he will preferve this falfe light of deifm, (for the reli- 
gion of nature certainly is no better,) which the enemy, in an evil 
hour, hath eftablifhed in the place of it ; while the watchmen were 
afleep, and knew not whence he acted, nor what he was doing? Every 
teal Chriftian fhould underftand, and confefs, that we are dependent 
upon God for a// we know of religion ; and never admit any thing 
for a principle but what is certainly and clearly taught in holy 
feripture.’’ 


He defpairs like the good old prophet,* that he only was lef! to 
ftand alone, but we truft that the Lord hath yet left feven thou- 
fand, that have not bowed the knee to Baal. He hath called, we 
have heard, we will unite with him in the a/arm, and propa- 
gate it through the kingdoms. Whilft we /ive we will main- 
tain the principles of this te/famentary legacy, and when we di¢ 
we hope to be rewarded for fuch faithand condu&. __ 

Surely it is high time for the members of the body to exert 
themfelves when /chi/matics are embraced in the o/om of our 
church ; when treafurers of Calviniftic Charity Schools have 
educated their fons for the paftors of the Church of England ; 
when rich focieties of diffenters have been formed, and h 


~~ 





* 3 Kings, xix. 14, 18. 
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putchafed /rvings, and built epifcopalian chapels for fariatic;, 
when the mot opulent reétor ot our church petitions for the re. 
peal of thofe fatutes which fecure our eftablifhment ; wher 
more than half of the /ecturers in London have learnt theit 
divinity as tradefmén; or are femi-methsdifis ; when Bifhops 
patronize and promote fuch deluding enthufiafts ; when Dice. 
fans difeourage their clergy that exclude fuch deceivers from 
their pulpits ; and when the Chancellor of one of our Univer/- 
ties attends the Unitarian Conventicle of Lindfey. Thefe are 
‘facts; wecan provethem; and will not fhrink from the invef- 
tigation. , ae 
~ Some minifters of Chrift will now come forward in the 
chara&ter of High-churchmen, with this good ‘‘ man of little 
note and no ambition,” for, in his elegant and forcible 


language— 


« We know of no other true Churchimen ; but faction, feeking 
reft for itfelf can find none, but by inventing names and diftinétions 
whith have no fenfe in the mouth of a Chriitian ; they are all of this 
world; and calculated to ferve fome carrial purpofe. Rebellion in the 
flate comes forward at this time with a more threatening afpeé to. 
‘ward religion, than it ever yet aflumed amongft mankind ; yet if due 
enquiry be made, the fame near alliance will ftill be difcovered as 
hath always fubfifted between fchifm and rebellion. Wife people 
fhould confider, that whatever exaniples there may have been of piety, 
learning, wit, or wifdom, joined with fehifm, they can never prove 
that fchifm is no fin: no man can be taken as an authority againft the 
laws of God ; and the great law of charity is fupreme over all. It 
is not kindnefs, but meannefs, which fhews refpect to fin in any man ; 
for no man’s perfon can render fin refpectables What is convenient 
to him, if pernicious in itfelf and its confequences, ought to be de- 
teftable to us ; and if offence muft be given, it is better to offend 
man than God. -Tefidernefs to fchifm may be a fine thing, and pafs 
for true piety, fo long as men fhall judge one another; but when 
God fhall judge us all, it muft give am account of itfelf to him who 
is no refpecter of perfons.’’ 


The principles of this fmall tra&t are fo juf?; found, pure, 
and /g/y, that we truft in God, that there is no man, who 
wifhes to be a true member of the church eftablifhed, that will 
not attentively perufe it. It is divided under eight diftiné 
heads—On Go vERNMENT—the RevoLtutrion—ScHIsM— 
REVELATION—SPirir—O.tp TESTAMENT—IDOLATRY 
—Human AutHority. We could not fele& one extract 
from this able pamphlet that is not calculated to tender men 
lefs perfonally vicious, and make them better members of 


Bocicty and better Chriftians. But as AntisFacobins we thall 


at prefent give his obfervation on government. %s 
“eT 
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<¢'The firft and the moft preffing of all popular miftakes, at this 
dime, relates to government. We are now called upon, as Chriftian men, 
to proteft againit it, and declare, that God, who is the maker of the 
world, is the governor of it; and that there can be, as the fcripture 
exprefsly teaches, xo power but of God, Force and violence there may 
be, by his permiffion, for a curfe upon a wicked people ; but power 
of authority, for the execution of legal juftice, and the prefervation of 
peace amongft men, there can be none. For there is but ome Jaq. 
giver, who can fave and deftroy. He makes the law, and he exe. 
cutes it; men act under him, and for him, in defence of the Ten 
Commandments ; and woe be to them when they ceafe to do it ; for 
in that cafe God takes the power into his own hand, and turns’ the 
fword againft the prince as well as againft the people, where his laws 
have not been maintained. 

‘We ought, therefore, te renounce and deteft that abominable doc- 
trine, that the power of government is from the people who are go. 
verned. We fee now immediatly how falfe and contradi¢tory is this 
principle, that the fubje& fhould be the fovereign. When once it is 
admitted, it produces licentioufnefs, injuftice, and anarchy. And it 
muft be fo, for the laws of God are reftraints upon the paffions of 
anen; and if the power be given to thofe who are to be reftrained, 
they cry out “derty, and throw them all off ; breaking loofe like 
wild beafts, to tear and devour one another. We fee anexample of it 
before our eyes, fo that the confequence wants no proving. ‘The 
moral world becomes fuch as the natural would be, without the lights of 
heaven, which God hath placed over our heads, and out of our reach, 
to rulé.over the day and over the night; and we will as foon believe 
that the fun is made out of earthly clay, as that the power of Go- 
vernment is made out of the People, ‘The people are a large body ; 
but government is as much bigger than they, as the fun is bigger than 
the earth. The power of the people is not a doctrine of this church ; 
‘but it has been fo long and fo much the opinion of the nation, and 
has done fo much mifchief in the world, that the time is now come 
when we ought to examine its pretentions, and caft it out if we can.”* 


We fhall continue to make extracts from this text-book of 
our principles ; but we know the candour of fuch a mind as 
this writer poffeffes will thankfully receive any obfervations, 
that may tend to give clearnefs or precilion to his ideas. We 
therefore fuggeft, (as we entertain not the leaft doubt that this 
pamphlet will be frequently reprinted) to this unknown /chalar 
and divine (fhould it not be the Britifh Caffandra) whether the 
antecedent of it, by injudicious readers, may not be referred to 
government, when it applies to the fentence, this poflibility of 
mifconftru@ion might be obviated by inferting this miflake for 
it, (Pp. 7); whether “¢ Where the people are King, God is not 
God,” (p. 11) might not be more intelligible perhaps, if it 
Ee 3 were 
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were ftated ‘* God is never truly worfhipped ;” for fuch is the 
ftate of modern critici{m that fome Reviewers would hence 
prove that the author afferts God ceafes to be ; whether “ but 
this is /earning; this is reafon; which wifely admitting but 
what it fees, lofes all the benefits of Chriftianity,” (p. 20) 
might not, in the next edition, be thus altered---** It is 3 
common practice with modern learning and reafon to admit 
but what they fee ; but fuch learning and reafon lofe all the 
benefits of Chriftianity ;’" and whether /igmatized with 4 
name is not better than: branded, 

To prove that we with effectually to co-operate with this 
true church-man, we will ftate one of our grand grievances 
and its poffible remedy. We will point out to the B:fbops of 
our church a very eafy mode of fupprefling {chifmatics in our 
bofom; a mode perfe&ly contonialle to the canons of our 
eftablithed sees. and the law of the land; and a mode 
which will inftantly lead the different flocks of our fhepherds 
into better and richer paftures. It is in their power to com. 
mand that the Book of Homilies fhould be read in the different 
Churches and Chapels of their diocefes, and that al/ the Leéctu. 
rers fhould once a month read the Common Prayer. This 
good old ufage has not been difcontinued in the metro. 
polis even forty years. ‘Thefe homilies contain true doéfrines 
and found divinity, their language is clear, plain, and forcible; 
the reading of them will teach the teachers, give wifdom unto 
the fimple, and inftil loyalty into the fubjeét. If our Bifhops 
will not, or dare not, enforce fuch power in them vefted, we 
may confider them as cowards when they fhould difcharge their 
duty to God; detrayers of that eftablifhed religion which they 
are bound to maintain; and as divines patiently fuffering an 
at of fuicide on our church. But, fortunately, we have every 
reafon to entertain a very different opinion of them. 


‘To be continued.) 
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Aet. IV. Mercure Britannique ; ow Notices Hiftoriques et 
Gritiquet fur les Affaires da Tems. Na’s 1, 2, et 33 
contenant un Ejffai Hiftorique fur la Defiruction de la Ligue, 
et dela Liberté Helvétiques. 


The Britifh Mercury; or, an Hifterical and Critical Account 
of Public Events. By J. Mallet du Pan. Numbers 1, 
2, and 3; containing aw Hiflorical Effay on the Diffolution 
of the Hlelvetic League, and the Deftru@ion of Helvetic 
Liberty. 8vo. Pp. 272. .Price 6s. Sold by the Author, 
No. 19, Wood{tock-itreet, Oxford-ftreet; and by De 
Boffe, Wright, &c. 1798. 


T was the intention of M. Mallet du Pan to publifh this 
Ji eflay on the affairs of Switzerland, in a feparate tract, 
diftinct from his periodical journal; but, yielding to the 
folicitations of his numerous fubfcribers, he has given it to 
the public in its prefent form. Before we fate down to the 
perufal of the book before us, our expectations were raifed 
{till higher than they fad been by the advertifement of La- 
vater’s addrefs, noticed in our laft number ; but neither this 
circumftance, ever unfavourable to an author, nor the delay 
which the publication experienced, that tended to heighten 
the impreflion, by feperadding a confiderable degree of impa- 
tience, occafioned the fmallett difappointment, or made the 
fmalleft deduétion from that ample portion of fatisfaCtion 
which we had promifed ourfelves from the communications 
of a writer whofe luminous pages had fo often imparted in- 
ftruction to our minds. 

Confidering a due knowledge of this work as effential to 
the formation of a juft opinion of the principles which, from 
the firft abolition of the monarchy in France to the prefent 
moment, have invariably a€tuated the conduct of the different 
parties which have fucceflively ufurped the government of that 
wretched country, we fhall endeavour to prefent our readers 
with fuch an analyfis as will enable them to acquire that 
knowledge ; and, at the fame time, to give fuch extracts ag 
will fully juftify the high opinion which we have exprefled 
of the author. 

The preface is fhort, but contains much falutary advice, 
and many wife obfervations. By the fate of Switzerland, 
‘every public man will learn what weight treaties, con- 
nections, benefits conferred, the right of neutrality, and 
even fubmiffion itfelf, are allowed in the fcale of that Direc- 
tory who have made all juftice difappear, and whofe fan- 
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inary pect fecks for ruin and for {poils—equally on the 

rders of the Nile as upon the banks of the Rhine ;_in repub. 
lican congretfes, as in the bofom of monarchies.” The Swifg 
had every claim which honour and equity admit as facred upon 
the republic of France. Sacrifices, which neither honour nor 
equity could exact, were made by the former to conciliate 
the latter ; and conceffions, which both honour and equity 
difavow, were fubmitted to, in order to efcape the contagion 
of war. But claims, facrifices, and conceffions, proved 
equally fruitlefs ; being equally inadequate to deter the ge- 
neral plunderers of Europe, from attempting the conquett of a 
country, the pofleffion of which would facilitate the execution 
of their favourite plan of univerfal empire, 


«© Let governments and nations, then, ceafe to look for 
fafety in the timid councils of a fervile policy ; let them be per. 
fuaded, that their immediate ‘reduction, by the revolutionary alo. 
ciation of Paris, will be the inevitable confequence of their ditho- 
nourable adoption of fuch councils. Providence has not made terror 
the price of fafety, nor peace the reward of cowardice. When wil! 
riches and life be defpifed, if not when our houfes, our altars, our 
fields, and our families, are attacked by barbarians? What advan. 
tage can be derived from a paflive fubmiffion to fuhjugation, theft, 
and ufurpation ? People and fovereignhs are alike condemned by the 
tribunal of the revolution ; the fall of the one is infeparable from 
the mifery of the other. ‘The nation which, at this period, could 
fuppofe that by the facrifice of their political inftitutions they could 
fave their fortunes, fecure their fafety, and preferve their enjoy. 
ments, would difplay the folly of an ideot. The decrees of a de. 
fpotifm which nothing can either bend or enlighten, are addrefled to 
al) mankind,”’ - : “ka anal 


Had the Swifs acknowledged this palpable truth, they 
would have been ftill free and independent. The author, 
however, warns us again{t the adoption of an erroneous opi- 
nion, which is but too prevalent in foreign countries ; viz.— 
that the majority of the Swifs concurred in the late revolution. 
«¢ "The public will find, on the contrary, that never were dif- 
guilt at thofe fatal innovations, and zeal to repel them, more 
generally difplayed. Not lefs falfe is the inference which has 
been drawn trom the promptitude with which the French re- 
duced Switzerland, that the country was not in a {tate of 
defence, and that all refiftance would have been fruitlefs.”’ 

We are happy to find, that M. Mallet du Pan difclaims, at 
the outfet, that pernicious fyitem of /berality and moderation, 
which, though it tend to the encouragement of falfehood and 
the deftruction of truth, has too many advocates in this re ned 
and degenerate age. ‘* 1 warn that clafs of men who dilpla 
a va 
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yelt fenfibility at their own calamities, and a vaft-indifference 
the calamities of others, and who would willingly pardon 
the French republic for having defolated the globe, fo that fhe 
would but {pare them, that they will not find, in this work, 
what they are pleafed to call moderation. I exhort them to 
reach moderation to the oppretiors, and not to the victims.” 
—The following tribute of gratitude refle€ts equal honour on 
the heart that pays, and the country that deferves, it ;— 


«“ With Switzerland I have loft my country, relations, and friends ; 
a mournful recollection of paft enjoyments is all that now remains, 
I fhould, perhaps, have been left without an afylum, had ngt Heaven 
referved a port, in which I may accufe, without dread, thofe raying 
tyrants, whofe impotent pride threatens this laft bulwark of ancient 
Europe. It is, under the protection of a nation which nothing can 
fhake, that I here give a vent to the accents of truth, and the effu- 
fions of forrow. But for her magnanimity, I might ftill be reduced 
to the neceflity of fupporting the torment of a compulfory filence. No 
gratitude can ever overpay the bleffing which I derive from this 
emancipation.”’ 


The work is divided into nine chapters, exclufive of the 
introduction. 1. Moral and Civil State of Switzerland, 
efpecially of the Canton of Berne, before and fince the Revo- 
lution. 2. Fir(t Effects of the French Revolution on Switzer- 
lands Conduét of the Cantons, from 1780 to 1792. 3. State 
of Switzerland at the End of 1792, and from that Period to 
1797. 4. Sequel of the Events in 1797—Perfeverance of 
the Swifs in their Syftem—Firft Political Hoftilities of the 
Direftory. 5. Charaéter of the French Minifters in Swit- 
zerland, at the End of 1797—Invafion of L’Erguel—Spirit 
and Condué of the Helvetic Body at that Epoch—State of the 
Pays de Vaud. 6. Revolution in the Pays de Vaud—lIts 
Caules and Progrefs—Entrance of the French into that Pro- 
vince—General Diet. 7. State of the Canton of Berne, and 
of Switzerland, at the Beginning of February—Firit Revo- 
lution in the Governments—Negociations with General Brune, 
and their Confequences. 8. State of the Helvetic Forces— 
Variations in the Councils of Berne—Violation of the Trucé 
by the French—Battles, and Redution of the Cantons of 
bribourg, Soleure, and Berne. 9. Confequences of the Re- 
duction of Berne—Exceffes and Crimes of the French—Fate 
of the remaining Part of Switzerland—Conclufion. 7 

Inhis firtt chapter the author gives a brief account of the 
conititution of the different Cantons of Switzerland, its ori- 
gin, and its effects. And, in this difquifition, he refutes the 
adfurd and prepofterous calumnies of the French Dire@tory, 
whofe 
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whofe ignorance is only exceeded by their profigacy, and who, 
fo long as they are engaged in a war with the German Em. 
pire, ftyled the Helvetic Cantons, their good neighbours and dear 
allies, ee they were no fooner extricated from their imme. 
diate difficulties by thetreaty of Campo- Formio, than they threw 
off the mafk, and put the whole country under an interdia, 
It is one of the ftale tricks of mock-patriots of every country, 
to encourage the people to revolt, by talking perpetually of a 
recurrence to fir/t feng ot of reftoring the nation to its 
primitive rights, and the different claffes of the community to 
their primitive condition. “This kind of language has a great 
effe& on an ignorant multitude, but only ferves, in the eyes 
of all fenfible and wellsinformed men, to betray the confum- 
mate ignorance of the perfons by whom it is employed. In 
moft cafes, the adoption of fuch advice would be a death-blow 
to that very freedom which they profefs an anxicty to promote, 
This has been literally the cafe in Switzerland. 


“¢ None of the governments of the Helvetic body have experienced 
any variation in their effence from their firft eftablifhment. The 
ftate of the people of Zurich, Berne, and Appenzell, was the fame 
jn 1798, as in the firft days of the confederacy. If any exception 
occur to this remark, it muft be an exception in favour of political 
equality ; every where the nobility had loft their primitive advan, 
tages ; every where the citizens exceeded the daights in numbers, in 
fo wahtg and in power, 

“ Formed by cities rather than by provinces, thefe communities 
which held under the empire acquired fovereignty when they ob. 
tained independence ; their municipal regulations were then con. 
verted into a public conftitution ; and the corporation of the inhabi. 
tants of the city formed the Patriciate and the Sovereign Council. 

‘¢ Either by arms, by treaties, by purchafe, or conceflions, thefe 
infant ftates acquired a territory or extended their firft domains ; and 
all fuch acquifitions were made at the expence of different princes and 
of the great barons. It was by the valour and the {kill of the gen- 
tlemen and principal citizens that Switzerland threw off its feudal 

ndence upon Germany, and all its confequent oppreilions. ‘The 
fubjeéts of the different Cantons to whom the declaimers of Paris talk 
of the rights of their axcefors, would become Ser/s again, were they 
20 be reftored to their primitive condition, A hundred diftri€’s which 
ase now fubjected to the Helvetic bodies are indebted to that fub, 
jection for the liberty of their perfone and property. Every province 
which, previous to its incorporation with one of the Cantons, was 
in pofleffion of any immunities preferved and extended them. If 
flaves, were emancipated; if free, they retained their privi, 
Jeges ; fuch was, univerfally, the fpirit of the treaty which de fa@o or 
@ jure, gave them new fovereigns. ‘This truth applies equally pe 
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the Pays de Vaud as to all the other provinces, notwithftanding the 
fables which have been invented refpecting its ancient ftates. 

« Thefe governments were neither compofed by a legiflative nor 
by a conftituent aflembly. They fprang out of the very nature of 
things, and of the manners of the inhabitants: their root may be 
found in the juft and neceflary influence of property, talents, and 
hereditary fervices.’’ 

The author then proceeds to fpecify the different forms of 
government adopted by the different Cantons, and adds— 


“ As we purfue this examination with the charts in our hand, we 
become aftonifhed at the ignorant audacity with which the words 
ufurpation, tyranny, and violation of natural rights, have been em- 
ployed in the difcuflion of this queftion.”” 


Asthe city of Berne has been an object of particular abufe 
with the regicides of France, he enters into the hiftory of its 
origin, and traces its progrefs ee its various fltages 
of profperity, to the period of its deitruction; and clearly 
proves, that, fo far from encouraging inftitutions hoftile to 
the growth of political freedom, its eftablifhments were pe- 
culiarly favourable tothe extenfion of civil liberty. 


« This expofition, (fays Mr. Mallet,) will enable any man to ap. 
reciate thofe charges of o/:garchy, with which the Secretaries of the 
Diredory embellifhed the manifeftoes of their mafters. Five execu. 
tive magiftrates, ina Republic, concentrating in their own hands all 
the powers which the law had kept feparate, and profcribing, by 
their fiat, the Reprefentatives of the Nation, are the molt odious of all 
eligarchifs, The authority of the people, the fenate, and the confuls 
of Rome, invaded by the decemviri ; the ephori ufurping the publie 
power, and putting to death the Sovereign of Lacedemon; thefe are 
inftances of oligarchy; the corruption and not the principle of a re- 
gular ariftocracy.’’ 


For the long fpace of two centuries, the ari/focratic Canton 
of Berne, from the ftate of tranquillity which it had enjoyed, 
and from the wifdom of its government, had flourifhed with- 
out the neceffity of exacting a fingle contribution from its for. 
tunate inhabitants. But it had not been two months in poffef. 
fion of the bleffings of Gallic democracy, before the moit bur- 
denfome taxes were impofed to gratify the infatiate rapacity of 
itsnew rulers! All the fcandalous falfehoods of the Directory, 
with refpe& to the government of Switzerland, and the fitua- 
tion of the people, are expofed with equal ftrength and ac- 
curacy. The former, reprefented as tyrannical, was perfeétly 
free; and the latter proclaimed to be a herd of miferable 
flaves, were eminently profperous and happy, and enthufiafti- 
cally attached to their laws and inftitutions. The peafantry 


were generally opulent, becaufe induitrious; many of them 
were 
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were even worth twenty or thirty thoufand pounds fterling 
and numbers worth from two to five thoufand. Indeed, this 
circumftance alone was fufficient to invite the attacks of q 
nation that fubfifts by plunder. 

The following defcription of a Swifs wedding is fo perfeétly 
characteriltic of the manners of the country, that it cannot, 
we are perfuaded, but prove highly interefting to our readers, 


“© T cannot without pain recollect a fcene which paffed before my 
eyes about a year ago. On my return from Zurich to Berne, ata 
beautiful village, within three leagues from the latter place, I wit. 
neffed the celebration of a rural wedding, which exhibited a jut pic. 
ture of the manners and profperity of the country. It was a 
cultom, among fuch of the peafantry* as were in eafy cireumftanees, 
to give their wedding-feaft at fome diftance from home, at one of 
thote elegant inns which were to be met with in many of the villages, 
The bride and bridegroom had come to the place, with their rela. 
tions and friends, in two-and-twenty green cars, all as full as they 
could hold, After the marriage ceremony, the company returned 
from the church to the inn ; and, at their approach, the band of a 
regiment in which the bridegroom was a non-commiflioned afficer, 
played feveral flow and folemn airs. ‘Twenty-feven couple filed off 
in order and filence, their countenances and their gait indicating fe. 
flection. ‘The youthful bride, (her age did not exceed four and 
twenty) was embellithed with ornaments of lace, a bunch of flowers, 
and {till more by her beauty ; her drefs, made in the fafhion of the 
country, was compofed of a fuperfine black ferge; her hair was plaited 
and fell down to her heels; by the height and eafe of her perfon, the 
delicacy of her features, and the bloom of her complexion, fhe was 
diftinguifhed from all her companions : the was the very picture of mo, 
defty. ‘The bridegroom, who, according to a rule moft {crupuloufly 
obferved, was drefied in his uniferm, was not inferior to his bride, 
either in the graces of perfon, or the bloum of youth ; his modefty, 
too, was equal to her own. ‘The whole party were alike in point of 
appearance ; they had no fuperfiuous nor itudied ornaments ; all was 
sich, but nothing was intfplaced. 

«©The mirth of the day was tempered by a fenfe of religion; and the 
party did not forget at the innthe ceremony which had been performed 
at the church, where a folemn engagement had juit been contratted 
in the prefence of the Deity. Dances preceded the repaft, which 
was marked by profution, "The firft toait was the Sovereign ; and 
the fecond, the Pattor who had united the young couple, and whofe 
children were feated at their fide; they fate at table a confidcrable time, 
and thence rofe for the ball; but decent gaiety, order, and fobriety 
prevailed throughout. 

The bride and bridegroom did not return home to their village 
uutil the evening of the fecond day ; the expences at the inn had been 








* Peafantry is here ufed to denote the inhabitants of the country, 
in contradiitinttion to the Citizens, Burghers, and inhabitants of 
TOWL:, 
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foufly fixed at fixty louis-d’or; and the pay of the mufic, with 
alms to the poor, and gifts to the attendants, raifed the fum to fe. 
ventv-five louis. I was aftonifhed at this expence, but the innkeeper 
made my aftonifhmerit ceafe, by informing me, that the young woman 
was an heirefs with 150,000 Swifs Livres (nearly ten thoufand pounds 
fterling) and her hufband a tarmer and linen-draper, with a fortune, at 
leaft, equal to hers. : 

«© And thefe are the people whom the mountebanks of Paris came 
to corivince, by their cannon-fhot, that they were faves, and that 
the remedy for their misfortunes was to be found in the philofophy of 
Chenier, in the conftitution of the third year, and in the tribune ha- 
rangues of French orators! 

“In the midit of this affecting fcene, an involuntary refleclion on 
the horrors of the French revolution croifed my mind, and damped the 
fatisfaction ] experienced. Seized with a fecret dread, I implored the 
Almighty to avert from that happy country thofe calamities which 
France isemployed in fpreading over Europe. Unavailing prayers! 
Perhaps this youthful bride has become the victim of brutal violation ; 
perhaps this happy farmer has fallen by- the {words of the plunderers 
who have enflaved his country; perhaps this union which | faw 
formed at the altar, under the aufpices of peace and fatety, is now ne- 
thing more than a communion of wretchednels, difcord, and defpair.”” 


We fhall refume our confideration of this interefting work 
in our next number. 
(To be coutinued.) 


Art. V. A Letter to the Bifhop of Salifbury on his late Charge 
to the Clergy of his Diocefe. By a Diflenter. Wilkie, 
London. 1798. 


HE author of this letter is Mr. Henry Wanfey, of Salif- 
bury, who laft year favoured the world with his ob- 
fervations during a few weeks tour through the United 
States of America.—In this crude and haity production hav- 
ving given ample f{pecimens of a reftlefs and uncultivated 
mind, he now prefents to the public the natural produce of 
the foil, a farrago of illiberality, ignorance, and feurrility. 
If we throw away a little time in colleéting together a few of 
thefe famples, it is not from the apprehenfion of any dangerous 
effe&t on the fentiments of our countrymen, or of their being 
miftaken for the ripe and mellow fruits of genius, but fimply 
to exhibit this doughty champion of pure and /iberal Chrit- 
tianity, under the form in which he ought to appear, and in 

which he will appear, to every candid and generous mind. 
It is, in the firft place, worthy of notice, that the charge 
of the learned and refpeétablr prelate, againit which Mr. W. 
fo 
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fo bitterly inveighs, was never publifbed ; that he was neither 
prefent at the delivery of it, nor even derived his information 
from any of the Bifhop’s auditors; but having picked out of 
a Salifbury Journal abundant matter, as he thought, of dif- 
approbation and reproof, he thus briefly ftates, from /uch docu- 
ments, the fubflance of the charge, as a prelude to his ani- 
madverfions. 


** The charge,’’ (fays he, addreffing his Lordfhip,) ‘* was princi- 
pally directed ¢o the increafed activity of diffenters of various deno. 
minations, and the great number of licenfed preachers regiftered in 
the courfe of laft year, (an increafe, I underftand, from feven to forty,) 
and you urged the great expediency and neceflity of exertions from the 
parochial clergy, to prevent the deJufions to which the lower claffes 
of people, efpecially in villages, are thereby expofed.—The dangers 
of innovation, and the falfe but prevalent philofophy of the times, 
were ftrongly urged, with their direful effects, in a neighbouring 
country,’” &c. &c. P. 3. 


Suppofing the /ub/ance of this reprefentation to be accu- 
rate, tor we will fay nothing of its exceptionable form, fo far 
from its furnifhing any matter for cenfure, we confefs our- 
{elves wholly at a lofs to difcover in it any thing with whicha 
liberal diffenter could ju/tly be offended.—Notwithftanding the 
petulant zeal of our author, we imagine that it will be deemed 
becoming the office of a Chriftian Bifhop to exhort his clergy 
to a difcharge of their duty ; and, as St. Paul fo frequently 
cautions his followers again({t {chifm in the church of Chritt, 
againft herefy of opinions, and the felf-fufficiency of worldly 
wifdom ; a Bifhop of the church of England, we fhould fup- 
pofe, might be allowed to {peak with fome warmth, of the 
danger of innovation, and of the neceflity of maintaining a 
farth in Chrift again{t the prevalent and fatal philofophy 
of th: age.—The author, however, without knowing, moit 
alluredly without caring, for the arts and delufions which 
are praCtifed in many of our villages, to eftrange the minds of 
the lower clailes from the duties and the dilcipline of the 
church, (which circumitance, doubtlefs, fhould make the 
voice of exhortation to their appointed and ordained pattors 
more zealous and urgent,) perceives, in the prudence of admo- 
nition, the cry of perfecution alone, and then &ind/y warns 
the Bifhop againft ecclefiaftical tyranny in the following ¢/e- 
gant and figurative remonitrance, 


‘© T doubt, my Lord, the policy of meddling with them at all— 
and am of opinion, that it will only tend to unite them more to- 
gether.— To safe a rough fimile: If fheep are feeding quietly in 
{eparate paitures, and a great dog barks at them, they will all fx 
ther eyes on him, and herd together the clofer. Ba: why did not 
lus 
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his Lordthip <mploy his great talents againit their common enemy, 
infidelity and atheifm?”’ Pp. 3. 


The Quere is ratherunfortunately timed, becaufeasthecharge 
js ftated by the author himfelf to have been levelled againtt the 
dangers ot innovation, and the falfe philofophy of the times ; we 
conceive this philofophy to be nothing lefs than various modi- 
fications* of atheifm, and the innovation, to which his Lord- 
thip alludes, to be the propagation of thofe licentious and 
infidel principles, which have tor their obje& the fubverfion 
of every government, and the diffolution of every moral and 
religious tie. It ferves, however, to decorate his work with 
another flower of eloquence, from which we will take nothing 
of its brilliancy or /weetne/s.— 


«¢ But, alas, my Lord, I fear 4e is too ftrongly entrenched (mean- 
ing our common enemy, infidelity and atheifm,) within the pale of 
your own church already, and that you are afraid to attack enemies 
of fuch bigh blood, and therefore turn your artillery againft us poor 
diffenters.”” 


After this candid apology for the Bifhop’s condué&t, (by a 
tranfition not very uncommon with fuch Chriffian opponents,) 
the author fuddenly turns his abufe againft the whole body of 
the clergy, whom he defcribes in general, (for we would {pare 
our readers the trouble of wading through all his dirt,) to be 
every day in the week but one, “ either Aunting or /hooting, or 
fwearing, or drinking, or equipt like a jockey in Awe/vel cap, oF 
hunt/man’s belt, or buck/kin breeches, or a fcarlet coat, or a drefs 
quite in the KICK OF THE FASHION.” Pp.7, 8.—We fhrewdly 
Jufpect, however, a little ingenuity in this, in order to intro- 
duce Mr. Cowper as an advocate with him in the fame caufe ; 
and to win the fupport of our truly Chriftian poet, he informs 
us, that he /ometimes goes to church; for, whether he hear 
a clergyman or a diffenter, he fhall always 


«¢ Venerate the man whofe heart is warm, 

Whofe hands are pure, whofe doétrine and whofe life, 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 

That he is honett in the facred caufe,’’ &c. 


The clergy are, doubtlefs, obliged to the author for any 
mark of re{pect to any part of their brethren ; and, though 
the compliment be borrowed, if it do not fit with a bad 
grace upon him, they willingly accept it: they muft, how- 
ever, fufpect the cloven foot, in thele sccaficna/ vilits to the 


~ . - . - - _ ee + 


+ we | , . . 
_" Fide Clarke’s Attributes, 2d Difcourfe, from v.11 to 26. 
The pajlage may be worth the author’s perufal, 
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¢hurch, and that fuch fchifmatic attendants on divine worthig 
come not to feed on the bread’ of life, but rather to {py ous 
the nakednefs of the land. For otherwife he would have 
added /omething more to the character of aclergyman. Mf. 
Cowper (an ornament to the learning and religion of his 
country,) a that every ambaffador of Chrift, ‘ with his 
title good and his credentials clear;”’ fhould teach pure eyan- 
gelical religion. But im his pious and original {train of 
melancholy— 

‘© They now ate deem’d thie faithful, and are’ prais’d, 

Who conftant only in rejecting thee, 

Deny thy Godhead with a martyr’s zeal, 

And quit their ofhce for their errors’ fake, 

Blind, and in love with darknefs.’’ 

Cowper's Poems, Vou. 11. P. 276; 


He went to chtrrch; as he tells us— 


¢¢ ‘To look at him who form’d us, and redeem’d, 
So glorious now, “though once fo difefteem’d ; 

'To fee a God ftretch forth his human hand, 
'T’uphold the boundlefs feenes of his command ; 
To recollect, that, in a form like ours, 

He bruis’d beneath his feet th’ infernal powers, 
Captivity led captive, rofe to claim 

The wreath he won fo dearly in our name.’ 


’ 





Ib. P. 209. 


We will not ¢/re the author with the whole paffage ; the 
conclufion of it is, after a few more enumerations— 


« Behold a Chriftian—and without the fires 

‘The founder of that name alone infpires, 

Though all accomplifhments, all knowledge meet, 
To make the fhining prodigy complete : 

Whoever boafts that name—Behold a cheat.’’ 


We are only giving the decifion of Mr. W.’s own advocate. 
—But fearing, we fuppofe, left his general philippic fhould 
be {cattered at random, by the help of a little anecdote of the 
Bp. of Beauvais, in the time of Richard the Fir{t, the author 
levels his anathema (Pp. g) again{ft the Rev. Mr. Kirk, of 
Scarborough, for his blafphtemous confecration of fome colours 
prefented to the third Welt York regiment of militia. Out 
confined channel will not admit within its banks fuch 
a torrent of invective as is poured forth againft this u- 
chriftian deed. But why, amidft fo many offending bre- 
thren in the fame way, Mr. Kirk fhould be fingled out as 
the object of the author’s refentment, remains for him to ex- 
lain. It might, indeed, be afked, and the queftion would 
f. a little aukward, why, if, under every exifting circum- 
{tances 
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fiance, in the author’s opinion, war were fo unjuftifiable, he 
fhou!d have lavifhed fuch encomiums on his favourite hero, 
Wathington. We do not mean to draw any invidious com- 

arifons, and we feel that there are miftakes and mifconduéct 
in the world, over which it may be molt prudent to throw a 
veil. Still we muft be allowed to think, that a defence of our 
religion, our property, and our laws, againft an infidel and 
daring foe, is at leaft as ju/tifiable, and comes before Heaven 
with as fair an appeal, as the refiffance of power Jegally con- 

ituted, however its exertions may have been over(trained. 
It does, however, vex our righteous f{pirit to fee the Chriffian 
zeal of many people, who, in our prefent perilous warfare, 
and when every thing that is dear to man is at ftake, having 
deprecated the ftorms of war in all the cant of pious inveétive, 
indulge themfelves in the moft indecent exultations on every 
advantage gained by the enemy, and make the fanguinary and 
unjuft conquefts of the French republic the theme of theif 
panegyric, and the object of their admiration. 

So much for the author’s attachment to his King, to his 
Country, and to its Religion; but this regards him only as a 
citizen: in what light will he ftand before the honeft or the 
liberal mind when the following paflage is produced againit 
him ?— 

‘The motto of my book, written a hundred years ago, is by ne 
means inapplicable to the prefent times. I have no doubt but that if 
we had fome good rich benefices to give away, we fhould have many 
of your clergy join us—nay, if we could give him a thoufand a year 
more than he now has, I would venture a fmall wager that Dr, 
Horfley himfelf, the great champion of the church, might turn his 
artillery againit the very doctrines he appears now {fo carnett to 
maintain.’’ P. Ig. 


Is it poffible to fuppofe that fuch bafe and rancorous infi- 
nuation could proceed from the heart of a Chriitian, or be 
written by the pen of any man that holds a decent fituation 
in life? And, after what he has feen, the reader, we ima- 
gine, will think with us, that it might be wagered of the 
author, arid certainly with as much probability of gaining, that, 
with all his boafted loyalty, he would gladly undertake the 
deftrution of church and ftate, for a good poit under the 
French Dire@ory ! 

As to the forrow (p. 22) which the author declares he fhould 
feel at feeing any feét of diffenters eftablifhed upon the ruins of 
the church, the time of that forrow being, happily for us, 
hot yet arrived, he will forgive us for entertaining our doubts, 
though we fully atfent to the reafons he affigns, as they have 
been confirmed in our own church by fatal proofs—that the 

WO.IV. VOL, I. Ff {pirit 
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{pirit of man leads thofe who shrink they have been opprefled, 
to opprefs in their turn. His liberality of fentiment alfo 
towards men of all defcriptions, and all perfuafions, may de 
very charitable, and to admit from time to time the good and 
confeientious of every denomination of Chriitians, into the 
higher departments of the eftablifhed government, may bea 
very excellent expedient ot Mr. Wandfey, tointroduce a ra- 
fronal religion amoung us. But, for fear of jeulaufy among the 
parties, we think it prudent that his reconciling plan fhould 
not be adopted ; and we cannot help fufpecting alfo that the 
author, in his generous propofal, mingles the right of private 
judgement with the right of public promotion, otherwife he 
never would have miftaken a required teft of opinions for an 
ufurpation on the rights of preicloach We flatter ourfelves 
that we poflefs as much liberality of fentiment towards the good 
and confcientious as Mr. W. profetice todo, but we fhall not pay 
the price of our faith to increafe the number of our teachers, 
nor fuffer the laws of public fecurity to bend to the fcruples of 
private opinion—Befides, we would afk Mr. W. what are to 
be the marks by which the good and confcientious are to be 
known? Certainly, not the declarations of attachment to the 
caufe of Chriftianity, as contained in the Scriptures ; for thefe, 
as the following extract will prove, are not always of fuch 
harmonious tendency as to promile peace and good fellowthip 
in our church—We fall prefent it, at full length, to the 
author; and, though it be the language of another Bifhop, 
and a little animated alfo in the caufe he defends, yet as the 
greater part of it is borrowed from the works of one whom 
Mr. W., we are fure, muft think a good and confcientious 
man ; though the ftriétures be a little adverfe to his plan, he will 

allow, at leaft, that they juttify our prudence in reje€ting it. 
‘¢ Our opponents”’ (fays the late and much-lamented Bifhop 
of Norwich) ‘ are fhrewd, active, bufy, buftling, and inde- 
fatigable ; they regard the toleration not as leave only to exe¢r- 
cife their own rcligion unmolefted, but as a door opened to 
unlimited free enquiry, or, in other words, a full permiffion 
to attack the church in every poflible way ; they dare us to 
put in execution the laws which are {till fubfitting againft the 
impugners of certain received articles of faith, enacted by 
thofe who were indubitably friends to toleration in general ;— 
they reprelent any human ettablifhment, as fuch, to be a part 
of the grand apoftacy, aud wifh to ftrip religion, that is, our 
religion, of the fupport and protection derived from its con- 
nection with the itate ; they. inform us, that the nation 
abounds with Socinrans, at prefent concealed, but ready, 
pe ocealion, to declare—that a mine is laid under the 
old building of. error and fuperitition, which a fingle {par 
ta ma’, 
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may, and probably foon will, inflame, fo as to produce an 
inftantaneous explofion. In confequence of which, that edi- 
fice, the ere&tion of which has been the work of ages, may be 
overturned in a moment, and fo effe€tually, as that the fame 
foundation can never be built upon again— Without any vifible 
marks of decay, and before its bigotted friends fufpect any 
danger it may vanifh, we are told, ‘ like a cattle in 
romance.*”’ 

With thefe reafons, to fome of our readers we believe fatif- 
factory ones, for not admitting all forts of good and confeientious 
men into our church, we will take leave of Mr. W. and we 
hope for ever.—As long as he confines himfelf to the harm- 
lele information, that Auguftust wore woollen garments, 
woven by his mother and fifter ; that Lucretia talgived the 
fatal paflion in the Prince of Rome, from being feen carding 
and {pinning wool with her domeftics ; and that the faithlefs 
Dalila was employing the hair fhe had cut off. from the cre- 
dulous Sampfon, who was fleeping in her lap, to form the 
warp of her loom—in fuch filly reveries we fhall never difturb 
him.—But, with a refpect we feel due to, and truft fhall 
ever maintain for, age, for talents, for character, and {tation, 
we caution the author againft {porting on this hallowed ground. 
—In a word, .we will tell him, that we have our flaps for 
buzzing infects, as well as our antidotes again{ft more veno- 
mous animals. 





Art. VI. Cambro-Britons ; an Hiftorical Play, in Three 
Aéts ; performed at the Theatre-Royal, Haymarket: with a 
Preface. Written by James Boaden, Efg. Price 2s, 
Robinfons, London. 1798. 


WE have already given an account of this play in the 
; part of our work appropriated to dramatic criti- 
cifm ; we fhall now briefly endeavour to fupport our opinion 
by citations from the play, and make a few remarks. The 
following fpeech of Llewellyn, we think, a very juft de- 
{cription of the different fentiments of invaders and invaded ;— 


© Invafion never comes with half a heart : 
Invaders are but barren units, drawn 


—— 





* Dr. Prieftley’s Importance of Free Enquiry, Pp. 39) 40.— 
quoted and alluded to in Horne’s Sermons, Vol. V. Pp. 343- 
+ Praétical Obfervations on Wool, and the Woollen Manufacture. 
By a Wiltthire Clothier. To Sir J. Sinclair. v. 19. 
. Ff 2 From 




































































ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


From the vaft total of a foreign land, 
And place and relation, all their value, 
Are elfewhere wanting to them-—fuch as wives, 
Parents and brethren, and, the gems in whom 
They vivify again, their tender children. 

’Tis not for them the invader draws his {word ; 
The fervile minifter of mightier villains, 
Who ufe hin as the fcythe of devattation, 
To mow down fturdy honour, For our Britons, 
The fouls of ali thefe relatives combin’d, 
Infufe them in their veins ; for thefe we fight, 
For home, and all the namelefs charities 
That honour and endear it :—ftrung by thefe, 
Our nerves are iron-brac’d ; our {welling hearts 
Are danger-proof, and, to our guilty foe, 
The caufe we fight for dreffes us in horror,”’ 


But while we admit this to be a juft exhibition, we do not 
think the language altogether natural from an inhabitant of a 
country, pattoral and agricultural, in an uncivilized ftate of 
fociety. It has rather too much abjitra€tion for a Welchman 
in the thirteenth century.—In the love fcenes between Elenor 
and the Prince there would not be wanting fome finall degree 
of pathetic, were it not overwhelmed by pompous ranting 
phrafeology. The fcenes intended to be humorous are in 
the ufual ityle of the farcical jargon, intended either for the 
upper gallery, or for fuch auditors in other parts of the houfe 
who happen to have fimilar taftes. Shall we never fee a new 
dramatic performance without a blundering [rifhman making 
one of the charaéters? In works replete with genuine hu- 
mour and wit we impute the introduction of fuch characters 
to compliance with the tafte of part of the audience ; but 
where a piece is totally deficient in thefe qualities, we natu- 
rally afcribe Torn fools, Irith pipers, big-bellied friars, and 
fuch trumpery, to barrennefs of invention. From the pre- 
face we are enabled to recollect that Mr. Boaden has written 
feveral other .pieces ; a recollection we cannot confider as 
adding to the of our knowledge of literary hiftory. He 
alfo informs us that he enjoys the public favour, and there- 
tore defies criticifm. We think that this work may very 
fairly dety particular analyfis, and indeed claflification ; it 
being impoflible to tay, whether it ought to be called a tragi- 
comedy, or operatical farce. If the public do favour fuch 
works, it is Mr. Boaden’s intereft to continue to write. 
Were a relifh fof pertormances of genius to become exclu- 
{ively tathionable, ‘he would find his time mif-{pent in dra- 
matic manufacture, as his commodities would be no longer 

marketable. 
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marketable. We mutt do the author the juitice to acknow- 
ledge, that one of his obfervations has the merit of novelty, 
He attempts to juftity the introduction of a gholt, becaute 
the appearance of {pectres has not yet ‘ been fhewn to be 
impoilible. ~ Natural poffibtlity es not too wide a beundary for 
dramatic probability,” 


—_— we ee ~~ — 





Art. VII. Derwent Priory ; or Memoirs of an Orphan: in a 
Series of Letters. Firft publifhed periodically, now re- 
publifhed, with Additions, by the Author of the “* Caftle on 


~ 


the Rock.” 2 Vols. 12mo0. 7s. fewed. Symonds. 1798, 


HE learned Martinus Scriblerus, in his dire@ions how 

to write a book without genius, very ftrongly recom- 
mends amplification. ‘ It is” (he fays) ‘* the f{pinning- 
wheel of the Bathos, which draws out and fpreads it in the 
fineft thread. ‘Chere are amplificrs, who can extend half a 
dozen thin thoughts over a whole folio, but for which, the 
tale of many avait romance, and the fub{tance of many a fair 
volume, might be reduced into the fize of a primer.”’ 

This precept of the great critic has not been loft upon 
minor noveliits, who generally {hew much {kill in making a 
{mall portion of thought cover a great portion of paper. The 
epiftolary form is peculiarly favourable to dilation and prolixity. 
incidents and chara¢ters, either trite or unnatural, when they 
form the fubjects of letters, afford room for opinions and fen- 
timents, in recording and exhibiting them as trite or extra- 
vagant as themielves. It is, therefore, no wonder that the 
epiftolary form is fo much in requeft among the lower claffes 
of romance writers. We think the authorefs of Derwent 
Priory has fhewn judgement in choofing this mode of com- 
municating vapid and frothy ideas. 

The novel contains four pairs of lovers, two principal 
and one fubordinate couple. Of the two heroines, one, 
Lady Laura, is in love with Clifford, a molt beautiful 
and accomplifhed man, who refcues her from a danger 
fomewhat fimilar to that which conftitutes one of the 
moft interefting incidents in “om Jones. But the ftory is 
told in a very different manner indeed. However, the au- 
thorefs endeavours to go beyond the danger of Sophia from 
the Squire’s forrel mare. Lady Laura, atter efcaping unhurt 
from the back of the vicious horfe, is in imminent hazard, 
before her lover rides up to her afliftance, of being affaulted 
by a itill more vicious cow ; whofe exploits, to ufe the writer’s 
phrafe, had rendered her renowned in the éountry in which 
the was ftationed. The cow was not the only affailant from 
Fi2 whom 
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whom her adventurous lover faved her. He had before that 
time delivered her from a ravifher ; but it appears, that the 
cow was the more formidable antagonift of the two, to her 
champion, as the ravither ran off on Clifford’s making his 
appearance, whereas the cow faced him, and was not re- 
pulfed without difficulty. For his valorous atchievements, 
and many excellent qualities, fhe rewards Clifford with her 
heart and hand, and 4,0,o00l. Mboft fortunately, a few days 
after the marriage, an uncle of Clifford’s returns from India 
with an immenfe fortune, part of which is beftowed on, and the 
remainder deftined to, the young couple. ‘The other heroine, 
an orphan, difowned by her grandfather, a dependent on the 
family of Earl Derwent, falls in love with his eldeft fon, 
who wiihes to marry her privately. Lord Derwent finds out 
his fon’s intention, and forbids the bands ; when, moft ftrange 
and pleafing to tell, her grandfather's heart is fo foftened by 
the overfetting of a coach, that he becomes reconciled to his 
grand-daughter, Mifs Rutland, and agrees to give her a great 
tortune ; of courfe fhe is married to the young Lord ; and 
two friends of the heroines are each married to their refpective 
lovers. ‘The old Earl, in a few days, from being ambitious, 
proud, and covetous, becomes liberal, humble, and contented, 
Thus the novel goes on rapidly, without waiting for the flow 
movements of probability, and all parties become virtuous and 
happy. 

ey celebrating the qualifications of this Clifford, Lady 
Laura praifes him as a fcholar. We hope, that fhould her 
Ladythip favour the world with any more of her letters, fhe 
will difplay literary improvement, derived from the inftruc- 
tions of her hufband, Under his tuition fhe may perhaps 
beitow attention on Englifh grammar, in which, at prefent, 
fhe is fomewhat deficient. We muft extend the fame obfer- 
vation to the other writers in this piece. As to order and con- 
nection, thefe we are not fo fanguine as to expect from fuch 
talents as are here evinced. 

But if there be little to inform the underftanding in this 
novel, or to amufe the fancy, there is nothing to corrupt the 
heart. It is a very harmleis production, 


eae eee ee ee eee 





— ee 


Art, VIII. Laura, or the Orphan; a Novel. By Mrs. 
Burton, Author of the Fugitive, an artlefs Tale. 2 Vols. 
12mo. 7s. Richardfons, London, ° 


AURA, the heroine of this novel, has been educated as 
the daughter of Sir Henry Grenville, a gentleman of 
fortune, and is, by him, deftined to be the wife of Lord 
Belville, 
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Belville, fon and heir to the Earl of Selwyn, coulin to the 
Baronet, and, his own illue failing, heir to his eftate. Brought 
up under the eye of Lady Grenville, Laura adds, to great 
beauty of face and perfon, the ufual accoinplifhments which 
fancy beftows on the children of romance. It fcems to be a 
rule in certain clailes ef novels, that a young lady is to be in 
great danger in order to be faved by a hero, as if female 
hearts were fo callous, that nothing could foften them but 
ratitude for the prefervation of a lite. Sometimes the danger 
arifes from ferocious animals, as the cow mentioned in the 
preceding article ; often trom the human {pecies; not untre- 
guently from the elements. Ladies are often warmed into 
the paflion of love, by being fnatched from a cold watry 
rave. In the work before us, fire is the caufe of the lady’s 
affection, On a jaunt with Sir Henry’s family, an inn at 
which they ftopped for the night took fire. aura would 
have perifhed in the flames had it not been for the courage 
and activity of a very handfome young man, profefling to be 
a ftrolling ator. ‘This actor turns out to be Conway Bel- 
ville, the younger brother of her propofed hufband. The 
youth, not knowing that the is intended for my Lord, falls 
deeply in love with her, which the, atter the ufual conteils 
with her own heart, returns. As Sir Henry knows nothing 
of this paflion, Conway is invited to his country feat. ‘The 
two lovers, one day walking out at fome diftance from the 
houfe, are furprized by a itorm, and driveg for fhelter to a 
cave. ‘lhere they find a man of avery venerable appearance, 
who fwoons at the fight of the young lady. It is wifely 
quoted by the fage Partridge, when beholding, at Drury-lane, 
the King in Hamlet: Fronii nulla fides. Notwithitanding 
his appearance, the old gentleman had murdered both his wife 
and daughter, and the caufe ef his confternation at the fight 
of Laura, is, that fhe fo much refembled his daughter, that 
he believes her to be a ghoft. The old man was an Italian 
by birth, and, to do penance for his crimes, not being able to 
fiad any proper place nearer his own home, had come all the 

wy from Talcany to the coail of Dorfetthire. 
aura proves to be the grand-daughter of this reclufe peni- 
tent. As the perfilts in refufing Lord Belville, and he, after 
Sit Henry’s death, difcovers that {he was not that gentieman’s 
daughter, he, to her exclufion, takes poifeffion of the eftate. 
Meanwhile, fhe marries Conway, who had been fo unfor- 
tunate, according to the author's mode of exprellion, as to 
involve his circumftances by extravagance and diflipation. 
The young couple are very near being in great diltrefs, 
when they are faved from it by a very wuexpected and provi- 
: Ft 4 dential 
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dential difcovery. A rich Scotch Earl recognizes Laura to 
be the lawful daughter, and only child of his own only fon 
deceafed, and receives her as his fole heir. But that Conway 
may not be behind-hand with his wife in good fortune, his 
brother dies, he becomes Lord Belville, and thus both hufband 
and wife, from being in extreme poverty, become both the 
heirs of opulent earldoms. ‘Thefe fudden tranfitions remind 
us of Fielding’s Pleafures of the Town, in which Lucklefs, 
a poor poet, and Harriot, his miftrefs, daughter to a per- 
{fonage who lets lodgings» are difcovered to be a Prince and 
Princefs. ‘The one the fon and heir of his majefty of Bantam; 
the other, the daughter of the king of Old Brentford. 





Art. IX. A Narrative of the Sufferings and Efcape of 
Charles ‘fackfon, late Refident at Wexford, in Ireland; 
including an Account, by Way of ‘Fournal, of feveral bar. 
barous Atrocities, committed in ‘Fune, 1798, by the Irith 
Rebels in that Town, wile it was in their Pofom to 
the greater Part of which he was an Eye-Witnefs. Pp. 82. 
samo. Price 2s. Wright, London. 1798. 


HE truth of this narrative is certified by many refpec- 
table clergymen, and fan&ioned by the authority of 
Mr. Whitworth, the commiffary-general, who, after having 
inveftigated the evidence, declares, in a letter (printed in the 
preface) to Colonel Brinley, of the horfe-guards, his con- 
vidlion of the truth of the recital. Mr. Jackfon, in the pre- 
face, mentions two motives for publifhing the account. The 
firft patriotic ; the defire of exhibiting the dreadful confe- 
quences refulting from the revolutionary principles propa- 
gated in Ireland. The fecond private ; as he candidly 
allows the expectation of deriving fome advantage from the 
fale. 

Befides the external evidence of the authenticity of the nar- 
rative, there is, ip its fimplicity, minutenefs, and particularity, 
itrong internal evidence of its truth. The atrocities, indeed, 
are fo horrible, that they would have made the narrative 
improbable in this century, previous to the overthrow of reli- 

ion, virtue, and the conmmon feelings of humanity, by the 
French revoluion ; but, fince its favage aéts have been known, 
every barbarity is become a fubject of probable expectation, 
from the adopters of its principles and fentiments. “The fuf- 
ferings of Charles Jackfon himfelf, and of others, by him 
feen and recorded, afford a ftriking fpecimen of the fanguinary 
fpirit of Jacobinifm and Sans-culottijm. Tn the courfe of his 
' imprifonment, 
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jmprifonment, Mr. Jackfon had frequent opportunities of 
eblerving the influence of the priefts, who perfuaded the poor 


deluded wretches that they were ferving God by their butche-. 


ries; but he faw that the doétrines of equality were moft 
univerfally prevalent among the rebels, and that the catholic 
fuperititions were made vehicles of thefe extravagant abfur- 
dities. His accounts of many of his fellow-fufferers are very 
interefting ; and, without any attempt at pathos, his nar- 
rative is very affecting. 

We think Mr. Jackfon has fully effected the firft of his 
urpofes, the exhibition of revolutionary atrocity, and doubt 
not that he will be fuccefsful in his fecond, as fo very intereft- 


ing a narrative muft be generally read, and produce emolu- 
ment to the author. 








--- 


Art. X. Speech of R. Goodloe Harper, Efq. on the Foreign | 


Intercourfe Bill; delivered in the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
Se: United States. Pp. 73. 8vo. is. 6d. Wright, 
London. 1798. 


Bill being propofed for providing the means of inter- 

courfe between the United States and foreign nations, 
an amendment was moved by Mr. Gallatin, from Pennfyl- 
vania, the profeffed objeét of which was, to limit the falaries 
of envoys and ambailadors ; but the real intention feems to 
have been, to encroach on the power, vetted by the con- 
ftitution of America in the Prefident, to fend ambafladors. 
Mr. Harper proves, from the fpeeches which he anfwers, 
that the fupporters of the amendment had, inftead of fatif- 
fying themfelves with the mere queftion of ceconomy, as they 
pretended, entered into the eunditerstion of the propriety or 
impropriety of having diplomatic intercourfe with feveral 
European nations. This attempted interference, by mem- 
bers of the reprefentative affembly, Mr. Harper fhews to be 
a direct breach of the conftitutional powers of the executive 
department. Had Mr. Harper confined himfelf to the proof 
of the pofition in that particular cafe, his fpeech, though 
acute and able, would not have “cen interefting out of his 
ewn country. But, after eftat,.fhing the faé&, he demon- 
trates it to be an effect of a caufe, ot which the much more 
violent operation has long been, and is now, bitterly felt, 
in a different quarter of the globe. The interterence he de- 
duces from a democratical {pirit, which led its votaries to 
feek the concentration of powers in one body. Here he very 
ably defcribes the fanaticifm conneéted with the vifionary 
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422 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 
theories of democracy. The phrenzy of revolution had once 
extended its dreadtul influence to America ; but, fortunately, 
as Mr. Harper fays, for the happinefs of that country, the 
Americans, profiting by example, tirft refifted, and finally /ud- 
dued this dreadtul malady, the love of revolution, Revolutions, 
Mr. H. obferves, are brought about, in all countries, by 
three defcriptions of men :—‘* Philofophers, ‘Facobins, and 
Sans-culottes,”’ 


“¢ The Philofophers are the pioneers cf revolution. ‘They advance 
always in front, and prepare the way, by preaching infidelity, and 
weakening the refpect of the people for ancient inftitutions. They 
are, for the moft part, fanatics, of virtuous lives, and not unfiequently, 
of fpecious talents. They have always, according to the exprefiion 
of an ancient writer, ‘ Satis eloquentix, parum faptentiz ;’ eloquence 
enough, but very little fenfe. They declaim with warmth on the 
miferies of mankind, the abufes of government, and the vices of 
rulers; all of which they engage to remove, provided their theories 
fhould once be adopted. They talk of the perfectibility of man, of 
the dignity of his nature; and, entirely forgetting what he is, de. 
claim perpetually about what hefhould be. ‘Thus they allure and fe. 
duce the vifionary, the fuperficial, and the unthinking part of man. 
kind. They are for the moft part honeft, always zealous, and always 
plaufible; whereby they become exceedingly formidable. Of the 
three claifes employed in the work of revolution, they are infinitely 
the moft to be dreaded; for, until they have fhaken the foundations of 
order, and infufed a fpirit of difcontent and innovation into the com. 
munity, neither the Niacin nor the Sans-culottes can produce any 
confiderable effect. ‘The army cannot find entrance until thefe fore. 
runners have corrupted the garrifon to open the gates. Of thefe men 
we, in this country, have enough and more thar enough. 

«¢ Of Jacobins we alfo have plenty. They follow clofe in the 
train of the philofophers, and profit by all their labours. This clafs 
is compofed of that daring, ambitious and unprincipled fet of men, 
who, pofleffing much courage, contiderable talents, and no charatters, 
are unable to obtain power, the object of all their defigns, by regu. 
lar means, and therefore perpetually attempt to feize it by violence. 
Tyrants when in power, and demagogues when out, they lay in wait 
for every opportunity of feizing on the government per fas ant nefas, 
and for this purpofe ufe all implements which come to their hands, and 
negleé&t no means which promife fuccefs. Unable to enter at the door 
of the theep-fold, they climb in at the windows, and devour the 
flock. Although they ufe the affiftance of the philofophers in gaining 
entrance, they dread their honetly, their zeal, and their influence 
with the public ; and accordingly the firtt ufe they make of power, 


‘when they can obtain it, is to deftroy the philofophers them- 


feives. 
«¢ As the philofophers are the pioneers, thefe men are the generals 
of the army of revaiution ; but both pioneers and generals are ufeleis 
without 




































Speech of R. Goodloe Harper, E/g. We. 423 
without an army ; and, fortunately, the army does not exift in this 
oe This army is compofed of the Sans.culottes ; that clafs of idle, 
indigent, and profligate perfons, who fo greatly abound in the popu. 
jous countries of Europe, efpecially the large towns ; and being def. 
titute of every thing ; having no home, no tamilies, no regular means 
of fubfiftence, feel no attachment to the eftablifhed order, which they 
are always ready to join in fubverting, when they find any one to 

ay them for their afliftance. ‘Thefe were the men, who, in the pay 
of a wealthy Jacobin, and under the guidance of fanatic philofophers, 
overturned all order and government in France, and will overturn it 
in every other country where they exift in great numbers, and are 
not oppofed with great force and unceafing vigilance. But, fortunately 
for America, there are few fans-culottes among her inhabitants, very 
few indeed. Except fome fmall portions of rabble in a few towns, 
the character is unknown among us; and hence our fafety.’’ 


Having defcribed the general operation of the revolutionary _ 


doctrines, Mr. Harper proceeds to a particular account of the 
artifices of the French agents and emiflaries in America, both 
to diffeminate their principles, and to embroil the United 
States in a quarrel! with England. ‘The Prefident and the 
wifeft of the fenators and reprefentatives, determined, at the 
beginning of the European conteft, to obferve a {tri& and 
impartial neutrality. ‘This refolution the demagogues and 
their French abettors did every thing they could to coun- 
teract ; but the vigour and wifdom of the real patriots pre- 
vented them from effe@ting their purpofe fo much defired, of 
driving their country into a war with England, and the fra- 
ternal embraces of France. 

This oration is one of the beft political difcourfes we have, 
for fome time, perufed ; and we earneftly recommend it to 
all thofe who with to be acquainted with the machinations of 
the democratical party and their French prompters in Ame- 
rica. It affords freth proofs of the zcal and vigour with 
which, whether under the matk of friendfhip, or with ‘the 
avowed opennefs of enmity, the revolutioniits endeavour to 
make profelytes. 
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Arr. XI. An Account of the late Infurrection in Ireland ar | 
which is laid open the Secret Correfpondence . between the 
United Irifh and the French Government, through Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, Mr. Arthur O'Connor, Fames Quigley, 
and Others, together with a fhort Hiflory of the principal 
Battles between the King’s Forces and the Infurgents ; with 
Obfervations on the Confeffions of the Chie/s, and on their 
Conneétion with certain Societies in Great Britain. Pp. 32. 


8vo. Price 2d. Hatchard, London. 1798. 
A T a period, like the prefent, when a proper direction 


of the prefs is of the utmoft importance to the well- 
being of fociety, and when we have frequent occafions, in 
the gifcharge ot our profeffional duty, to cenfure the conduét of 
bookfellers, whofe commercial conneétions and purfuits are 
rendered fubfervient to the propagation of moft pernicious 
principles, it is with heart-felt pleafure that we give our 
teftimony of approbation to fuch of the trade as feek to coun- 
teract the poifon of democracy and atheifm, by circulating 
cheap tracts, of a falutary tendency, calculated, both from 
their language and price, for the lower claffes of the com- 
munity. e tract before us is one of this defcription ; it 
gives a brief but faithful account of the Irith confpiracy, its 
obje&, progrefs, and fuppreflion. We fhall extract the 
«‘ Conclufion”’ as a fpecimen of the ftyle, and recommend 
the tract as deferving of general circulation. 


«© Such is the ftory of this dreadful rebellion in Ireland, and of a 
few of the faéts refpeéting England conneéted with it. May Eng- 
lifhmen take warning from it. May they learn to be on their guard 
againft thofe defigning men, who, in the name of liberty, would 
bring them into flavery ; who would overthrow that happy conftitution 
under which we have grown fo great and flourifhing, and would ren- 
der even Great Britain herfelf a miferable province of France. It is 
the way of crafty and ambitious men to ufe the people as the ladder 
by which they may itep into power, but when they have effected their 
purpofe, they then kick down the ladder by which they rofe. With 
what fair fpeeches did thefe confpirators begin. £ Let the name of 
our fociety’ (faid they) ‘ be the /ri4 Brotherhood, and let every 
member wear an amulet to denote the abolition of all fuperticial dif- 
tinétions, al] colours and fhades of difference. Alas for the /ufferings 
of humanity, and ob for the power to redre/s :t /’—And vet we find, 
from the oath of one deponent,* ‘ that he himfelt faw thefe friends 
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E:ace, in the county of Wextord, farmer.”’ 
, to 


















sm > | 


i J ww" ™ * 


if 
th 
of 


Y 
{. 
gs 


An Account of the late Infurre&ion in [reland. 425 


toshumanity, after confining him and feveral other protefants (himfelf 
having been captured when in the purfuit of his ordinary calling) or- 
der out thefe fame prifoners (by fours) to be Zor, by a company of 
rebels, till thirty-five Were maffacred; that the rebel fpearmen ufed 
to take pleafure in piercing the vi¢tims through with their fpears, 
even licking their blood in exultation ; that while this horrid fcene 
was acting, the barn at Scollobogue, in the county of Wexford, in 
which were above one hundred frotefants, (as this deponent heard 
and believes) was /et om fire, and all confumed to afhes.’ This 

1 inftance of crucity is not mentioned with a view of caft- 
ing the odium of it generally on all the rebels; but rather for the 
fake of fhewing, to credulous and well-meaning men, in what dread- 
ful acts, both of cruelty and bigotry, the itrongeft and even the fin. 
cereft profeflions of humanity and liberality, proceeding from the 
mouths of theorifts and revolutionifts, may, through their own ina- 
bility to reftrain the people whom they have inflamed, be-found to 
end; for it is far eafier to excite the fury of the people than it is 


either to guide or to quell it.—It is remarkable, that it was one prin. . 


ciple among the leaders of the confpiracy, that all religious diftinc- 
tions ought to end, and that they charged the State, not the people, 
with the fin of magnifying, if not caufing, thefe diftin€tions. Yet 
here we fee-that that the people, when freed from that government 
which had reftrained that bigotry, carried their religious diftin@tions 
fo far as even to felect and maflacre a confiderable body of the poor 
proteftants in cold blood, 

‘¢ And, indeed, in almoft every particular, how inconfiftent was the 
practice of the confpirators with their original profeffions. In an ad- 
drefs to Scotland, in the year 1792, they had faid, ‘ We will not buy 
nor borrow liberty from America, nor from France ; but we will ima- 
nufacture it ourfelves, and work it up with thofe materials which the 
hearts of Irifhmen furnifh them with at hone.’ And yet was there 
ever a manufacture more clearly proved to be completely French, and 
contraband, than that ‘liberty and fraternity’ which were attempted 
to be palmed on the Irith people? ‘It is a confpiracy’ (faid they, 
in another place,) ¢ of ‘Truth againft Falfehood ; of Peace and Liberty 
againft War and Slavery ; of Love and Union againft Hatred and 
Civil Difcord ; a confpiracy of Reafon, Juftice, and Virtue, againf 
crdel Oppreffion, Inhumanity, and Vice.’—-Let the duplicity of 
O’Connor, let the bloody proclamations of Harvey, let the dyin 
fpeech of the prieft Quigley, let the cruelries witneffed by Richard 

randy, and let the nightly robberies and murders which continue 
Rill to be perpretated through the country by the broken remnants of 
the party, be the evidences. whether or not this be the fat. There 
is too much reafon, on every ground, to fear that the rebel party, 
pe 29 it might include many tpeculative and deluded men, owed 
its chief ftrength to leaders of defperate fortune, of violent ambition, 
of difappointed hopes, of malignant tempers, or of deep difimulation 
and hypocrify, who were the paid agents of France.”’ 

-“ While, therefore, the French deny a Providence, let us thank- 
jully 
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fully adore it; and while they talk of regenerating empires, and.of 
mending whole nations at a ftroke, by the magic power of their 
wand, let us each endeavour to mend the nation in which we live, 
by more rational and peaceful means ; and in order to this, let every 
one endeavour rather to mend ome, than take in hand the reformatiog 
of the whole people.” 
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Arr. XII. A Sermon for the 19th Day of December, 1797, 
being the Day appointed for a General Thank/giving to 
Almighty God, for the fignal Viétories chtained by bis 
Majefty’s Arms, in Three great Naval Engagements, over 
the refpective Belligerent Powers, united againft this Country, 
e the Rev. L. H. Halloran, Chaplain in the Royal 

avy. 8vo. Pp. 27. Price 1s. Low, London. 1798, 


es Pn MIGHTY GOD has (again) been pleafed to blefs 

his Majetty’s Arms, in the late Battle, with a great 
Viatory,” through the mediation of the devout Admiral 
Nelfon ; and, we truft, that the pathetic and energetic 
addrefs of this Chaplain of the Navy will plead ftrongly for 
the widows and orphans of the brave feamen, whole lives 
have been facrificed for our happinefs. Such is the con. 
clufion of this animated difcourfe :— . 






“¢ I cannot difmifs the interefting fubject, on which I addrefs you, 
without adverting to the mournful fituation of .the many, whofe do- 
meftic comfort and happinefs have been the facrifice to our late vic- 
tory ; and who mingle with the national triumph the bitter tear ot 
individual anguifh ! ‘The fucceffes we commemorate, and to which we 
perhaps owe our prefent exiftence as a nation, and our exemption from 
miferies, too dreadful for defcription, have been purchafed, alas! by 
the blood of numbers of our brave, devoted countrymen ;—whoy, 
while we have repofed fecure/y in the bofom of domeffic felicity, have 
been expofed in our defence wo the perils of a cruel element, and to 
adverfaries fill more crue/—torx trom their dearef? conneions theit 

arents, their wives, and ch:ldren, and at laft, have purcha/ed with 
their bleed and. wounds, the fecurity we enjoy, and the w:fories in 
which we rejoice—leaving their haplefs partners, defolate widows— 
their children, friendlefs orphans ! 

«© And have not thefe a forcible, an imperious claim on the com. 
paffion, and liberality of ¢o/e, for whofe defence their bappine/s has 
been facrificed, their dearef? connedtions diffelued ? They have;— 
—and the generous hearts of Britons, ever prompt to meet the appeal 
of diftrels, have axticipated their claim by a voluntary and bencheent 
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onage / Let the fpirit which has infpired this aft of humanity, 
of juftice, pervade every corner of the kingdom ; and, as the fureft 
tet of gratitude for the biefling of vittory, be the benevolent hand 
of rie extended by each of us, proportionably to our means, to the 
unfortunate, the difeonfolate vidims, whole wreck of happine/s has 
sinfirmed our fafety and prefervation /-—Your benevolence cannot 
embrace a more worthy call !-—Your valiant countrymen, when life 
was ebbing fait in your defence, regardlefs of themfelves, turned their 
expiring eyes to you, foliciting, by the filent eloquence of their fuf- 
ferings, that protection for sherr families, which sherr blood has pur. 
chafed for yours. Your breaits, feelingly alive to every tender im- 
pulfe, will not, cannot, refiit the pathetic appeal ? They knew it— 
their honeft hearts repofed with confidence on Briti/4 generofity—and 
that foothing confidence diffufed the faint gleam of confolation over 
their dying countenances ! You will not be unfaithful to their hopes. 
To you they have committed their parents, their wives, their in- 
fants; who, deprived of their fupport, muft, without the aid of 


their country, languifh in adverfity and indigence! The voice of ° 


humanity and juflice—the tears of the bereaved tamilies—the laft 
breath of your brave, expiring defenders, emphatically inveke your 
compaffion and benevolence !—They cannot invoke it in vain !— 
The debt of gratitude, we owe to them, fhall be paid to their fur- 
viving afflicted families : and from the prefent initance of our juttice 
and munificence, future defenders of our land will be animated with 
tenfold enthufiafm ; and will glory to be the champions of a great and 
_— nation, who know how to appreciate and reward their 
ervices. 

* May the God of all confolation—the Spirit of eternal comfort, 
footh and alleviate the affliction of the unfortunate families, who have 
fuffered on the late occafion !—-May he receive the fouls of thofe brave 
warriors, whom his providence has permitted to fall, to the bofom 
of his mercy !—May he be a father to their orphans, and the defence 
and refuge of their widows !—May his Almighty arm continue to 
defend our land againft every enemy !—And may we, by our zealous 
advancement in piety, and all godlinefs, deferve to enjoy from his 
bounty, the bieflings of peace, and profperity in the prefent life, and 
the reverfion of eternal glory, and happinefs, in the Kingdom of his 
Saints.” Pp. 22—27. 


The author of this Sermon difplays found reafoning, and a 
ftrong judgement ; and we {hall take advantage of his abilities 
to filence the friends of ALL peace. 


“‘ It may be inquired by fome faftidious objeftor, and I there- 
fore — to repel the implied cenfure, ‘ whether the religion of 
Chrift, who is emphatically ftyled the Prince of Peace, permits his 
difciples to rejoice in fanguinary fucceffes, and victories, purchafed 
by the reciprocal deftruction of his creatures ?’ I reply, that wars are 
Permitted by God as temporal chaftifements of human wickednefs— 
that, however repugnant to the mild and pacific fpirit of the Gofpel, 
they 





TE “ee 











































tye 






























































428 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


they appear to be evils as inherent in the conftitution of kingdoms ang 
empties, as ficknefs and difeafe are in the human frame; and his 
however we may deprecate their confequences, we are authorifed, by 
repeated precedents in facred hiftory, as well as flimalated by the 
natural impulfe of gratitude, to rejoice in the intimation of Divine 
favour and protection, which victory over our enemies conveys. As 
jong as human pride or prejudice, policy or ambition, continues to 
operate—that is, as long as human nature and human paflions exitt a 
they are, and have been from the earlieft times ; {o long will the 
evils confequent upon their indulgence continue to afflict mankind; 
and to chafiife, though they cannot corre¢t, the paflions which pro. 
duce them. ‘There cannot, therefore, be any principle adverfe to 
the fpirit of the Gofpel in the prefent oblation of our praifes and 
thankfgivings to the fupreme Governor of the Univerfe.— We rejoice 
not, that wars exif?; — but that, fince in the fyftem of his Provi. 
dence they are permitted to difturb the world, and to include our 
native country in their deftructive vortex, the ruin and devattation, 
which would attend their nearer approach, have been repelled from 
the bofom of our land by the w:@eries with which he has mercifully 
favoured its gallant defenders.” 


The fale of this Sermon cannot furely but be extenfive; 
particularly, as the entire profits arifing from it are to be 
appropriated tothe fund for the relief of the feamen’s widows 
and orphans. 





Arr. XIII. 4 Sermon preached in the Parifh Church of 
Towcefier, at the Triennial Vifitation of the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Spencer, Lord Bifbop of Peterborough, on 
Saturday, ‘June 16, 1798. By Ralph Churton, M. A. 
Re&tor of Middleton Cheney, Northamptonfhire ; and 
late Fellow of Brazen Nofe College, Oxford. Pp. 16. 
8vo. Price 6d.. Rivingtons, London. 1798. 








R. Churton is well known to the ftudents in Divinity, 
from his volume of fermons preached before the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford, as the Bampton Lecturer. He has, fince 
this period, been prefented to a living in Northamptonfhire 
by the fociety of which he was a member. Here he has con- 
{tantly refided, difcharging the important duties of a faithful 
paftor over his flock, whofe welfare he regards with anxious 
fidelity, and ufes his utmoft endeavours to kecp them from 
ftraying out of the fold of the church. Deceivers have en- 
tered into his land, and have deluded fome from his enclo- 
fures. He has had a controverfy with thefe fchifmatics, the 
inerits of which we fhall examine at a future period under the 
title of Reviewers Reviewed. 
This 
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This found and confcientious clergyman of the Church of 


“fngland delivered the prefent fermon at the requeft of his 


Diocefan. The text is feleéted from 2 Tim. ii. 15. He 
ftates, that St. Paul, in thefe words, ** reminds one of his 
beloved fons of the true fcope and object of all minifterial 
Jabours ; he directs him in the performance of a confiderable 
branch of thofe labours; and he fhews the confequence of 
difcharging them faithfully. The object is, the approbation 
of God; the bufinefs is, to teach the word of truth rightly ; 
the confequence is, that he who does this, needeth not to be 
afhamed.”” P. 4. 

It is natural to prefume, that Mr. Churton would embrace 
this opportunity of vindicating the character of Chriftian Mi- 
nifters of the Church of England, from the charge which 
fchifmatical teachers bring again{t the majority of them. To 
fuch accufations he thus replies :— 


‘¢ Tt is fometimes objected to us, that we are mere moral preach. 
ers, teaching nothing more than honeity and fobriety, without in- 
fifting on religious motives and faith in Chrift. ‘The objection, if 
true, is indeed a weighty one ; as it is moft certain, that morality, 
as well as prayer, which is without Chrift, not performed by his aid, 
not prefented through his merits, is of no avail; neither acceptable 
to God, nor profitable toman. But do hot the objectors, thofe who 
ate invidioufly ftyled by their friends evangelical or go/pel preachers, 
fometiines run into the oppofite extreme ? Do not they teach Chrift, 
what they efteem to be Chrift, fome points which are true and fome 
which are not ¢rae concerning him, without due attention to Chriffiax 


shedience ? The whole *counkel of God’ mutt be declared ; and that is - 


‘repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
(Acts xx. 21, 27.)’ Belief in the divinity, death, and atonement 
of our bleffed Redeemer is the ground of all ; but it is then only well 
pleafing in the fight of God, when it € worketh by love,’ (Gal. v. 6.) 
On the other hand, charity, we know, is § the end of the command. 
ment,’ (1 Tim. i. 5.) and £ the bond of perfeétnefs ;’ (Col. iii. 14.) 
but it is then only charity, when it proceeds from ¢ a pure heart, and 
faith unfeigned :’ and it is very obfervable, how large a portion even 
of thefe fhort paftoral letters is employed by St. Paul to recommend and 
enforce this excellent and favourite grace of charity, as it difplays 
itfelf in all the domeftic, and focial, and civil duties. (Sce 1 Tim. ii. 
Q &c. v. vi. Tit, ii. i11.)’’ Pp. 6, 7. 


In Pp. 10. he exhibits the neceflity of preaching the doc- 
trines of Chrift ;— 


* The gofpel of truth, which is the hope of all, fhould be preached 
toall, to every rank, and to every age. To the poor efpecially it 
was firft addrefled ; and the poor, at all times, may éafily underitund 
ity for it is only the mercy of God towards us in Chritt Jefits, com- 
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manding us, through the fame bleffed Jefus, to love him, and to 
love one another. None'can learn it too early ; for none can be 
happy too early ; and none, if they are Awcere, can learn it too late. 

t the young are, on every account, in the Chrifian /cheme, in. 
titled to pecultar confideration, . Our Lord himfelf, who died for all, 
pronéunced that his kingdom confifts of /:ttle children, and fuch as 
refemble little children, ‘The firft dawning and preparation of the 
gofpel was announced, not as the converfion of the young by the 
wifdom of the aged, but as ‘ the turning of the hearts of ms fathers 
to the children ;’ (Luke i. 17.) and perhaps what has been remarked 
of that aufpicious zra, the Reformation of our Church, is true in 
every age, that the heavenly feed of God’s word has its beft growth 
and "eesam int the ingenuous heart and unprejudiced fimplicity of 
youth.”’ 


_ He concludes with the advantages refulting from the prictt- 
hood to the community :— 


“© The adverfaries of our order, the avowed enemies of religion, 
bear, in their own proceedings, ftrong teftimony to the utility of 
our profeffion, and the efficacy of our Meg Banded together, in 
their dark conclaves, by tefts of impiety, they delegate miffionaries 
of fedition, who preach trea/on againit government, and apofa/y from 
Chrift, and are not deterred in their machinations of mifchief, their 
career of iniquity, though they confefs it may require many years,” or 
even ages, to regencrate the world agreeably to their wifhes. They 
have the inherent wickedne/s of the human heart, and the re/ilefs 
malignity of evil /pirits, to forward their defigns, You carry a 
meflage, which is fraught with the peace, the order, the comfort of 
this world; and infures everlafting happinefs in the next. The 
holy angels minifter with you in ihe work of falvation ; and God 
himfelf beholds, and bleffes, and will reward, your labours. ¢ Study 
to fhew thyfelf approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be afhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.’’ Pp. 15, 16. 


The Chriftian piety of the preacher is confpicuous through 
the whole fermon ; he is a taithful minifter of Chrift, and 
loyal fubjeét to his Sovereign ; he is ‘* well grounded in the 
faith, verfed in the habit and forms of found reafoning and 
juft interpretation ; ready and expert in the Scriptures, well 
acquainted with the proofs of their authenticity and of the 
truth of our holy religion ; and not ignorant of the errors and 
herefies, with which in various ages it has been deformed 
and corrupted.” (Pp. 8.)—The language is clear, the matter 
orthodox, the reafoning conclufive. We take the privilege 





* « Tt may require half a century to bring it to perfection.”— 
Morning Chronicle. P 
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of fuggefting to this accurate fcholar, whether in wie, 
the language of enthufiafts, ‘* Do not they teach Chrift, 
what they efteem to be Chrift, fome points, &c.” (Pp. 6.)— 
it would not be more cortreét to ftate, ‘ Do not they teach as 
the doétrines of Chrift, or what they efteem to be the doc- 
trines of Chrift, fome points which are true, and fome 
which are no? true, concerning Aim, without due attention 
to Chriftian obedience ?” 





Art. XIV. 4 Difcourfe delivered in the Church of St. Fohn 
Baptifi, Wakefield, ‘Fune the 25th, 1798, before the Society 
of Free and Accepted Mafons of the Lodge of Unanimity 
(No. 2023) and a numetous Affembly of Vifiting Brethren 
from the Lodges of Leeds, Sheffield, Halifax, and ory 
field. By Brother the Rev. Richard Munkhoufe, D, D 
Pp. 30, 8vo., Cawthorne, London. 1798. 


F Dr. Munkhoufe’s loyalty and ability we have had 

occafion to fpeak in a prior number ; and the prefent 
compofition corroborates our ftatement. The text he has 
felected is fuitable to the occafion, and particularly applicable 
to the fociety of Mafons:—‘* Brethren, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and te give you an inheritance among all them which are fanéti- 


fied.” (As xx. 32.) In this fermon he clears his Brothers, 


or at leaft the Mafons of Wakefield, from the charges brought 
againft the Continental Majfons and Illuminati :— 


“Of you, brothers—free aid accepted mafons, I hope and believe 
better things. You are fufficiently aware, that the obligations of 
your profeflion become, on thefe accounts, more and more binding 
upon you. You know, that the crimes and machinations of unbelief 
have of late beers made to bring difcredit even on the craft !—The 
execrable jugglings and incantations of atheifts have been foolifhly fup- 
pofed near of kin to your folemn and inoffenfive myfteries ; and he 
— of your admirable inftitution moft unjuftly fufpected of 

ing repugnant to the interefts of revealed religion, and fubveffive ot 
the eftablifhed forms, order, and regulations of civilized fociety!* 1 

truft 


a 








* Whatever corruptions; religious; moral, or political, may (ei. 
ther upon the continent of Europe, or elfewhere;) have taken foelter 
under the hallowed appellation of freesmafonry, it does not concern 
Me to inquire in this places J «will even admit, that amongft a 
people who have impioufly revolted from the moft facred obligations 
atid profeflions; this honourable inftitution may have been perverted, 
and abufed to the worft of purpofes. But J muft repel the prepofterous 
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truft, however, and I am perfuaded that ‘ God, who commanded the 
light to fhine out of darknefs, hath thined in your hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jefis 
Chrift.’ 2 Cor. 4. Itis ri Word of the Gofpel which is beft able to build 
you up; to cement and join you together as Chriftians and. pastonic 
brethren ; to ftrengthen and increafe in you the knowledge of God, 
and of fpiritual things ; to confirm and flablifh your confidence in 1 the 
divine promifes, and to purify and refine the Jove of God, and your 
fellow creatures. It is by the facred contents of your pre e that 
your faith mutt -be regulated d; it is IN THE BIBLE that you _ mu 
look for the objects of your hope. There alfo you will find the mo od 
tranfcendent inftances of charity ; the brig shrett examples to ani: 
your zeal, and the ftrongeft inducements to the practice of this a and! 
every other virtue. I muit repeat it—J]esus CarisT Is THs rot Ne 
pation. © Other foundation can no man lay.’ And thefe three 
leading graces of his religion—faith, hope, and charity—are the 
hey-ftone of that fpiritual fabric, whofe maker and builder (with 
the willing co-operation of his free, rational creatures) is God,” 


Pp. 17, 19. 

This difcourfe is dedicated to the Richt WorsniPrun 
MasTeER, RicHARD Linnecar, Efquire, Coroner of the 
diftric&t, who has prefided over the lodge for twenty-four 
years. 





Art. XV. A Sermen, delivered in the Parifh Church of 
Shefhield, to the Original. Umited Lodge of Odd Fellows, on 
Monday, ‘Fuly 9, 1798, (being their Second Annual Feftival.) 
By George Smith, M. A. Curate of the faid Church, 


and late of Trinity College, Cambridge. Pp. 20. 8Vvo. 
Price 6d. . Matthews, London. 798. 


HE author apologizes for this fermon as “ unw orthy to 
meet the public eye in point of compofition ;’’ but his 
apprehenfions arife only trem too much diifidence, and from 


Neen eae 








infinuation that involves, in one comprehentive and indifcriminate 
cenfure, the proceedings in oxr lodges with thofe, in which it is 
afferted that men, calling themfelves mafons,. have deviated from the 
avowed fpirit and integrity of the order.——No ; ; than the ¢rve brethren 
of the craft, there are not I maintain any defcriptions of their tellow- 
fubjects, who more readily,. more confiitently,. more confcientioully 
difcharge their feveral duties as men,.mafons, and Chriftians. And 
in brietly bearing this teftimony to the brotherhood as large, bit 
mott efpecially ase xulting > on this come ni ‘Ps I profur ne to the full exteit 
of my own obfervation to add—* I {peak shat 1 do know, and 
teftity that 1 have {een.’’ : 
the 
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the general Jcurrility with which ignorant Facobin Reviewers 
have attacked the defendersof our conttitution, andthedivines ot 
our church. This clergyman is not initiated in the myfteries 
of mafonry, but preached fuch difcourfe (not originally in- 
tended tor peblication) by the defire of a lodge, that requefted 
the publication of it. He pofletfles that true independent {pirit, 
which juitly charaéterizes a Chriftian teacher, and which is 
no where fo frequently found as in the preachers of the 
Church of England. He properly rebukes the fociety for the 
name they had affumed, (Odd Fellows) as a title ‘* egurvocal 
and fools/b,”’ and at the fume time laudably approves their 
patriotifm, in having * fubfcribed io the fund for the relief 
of the widows and, children of thofe who have fallen in de- 
fence of their King and country,” (Pp. 10.) He proceeds in 
the true fpirit of Chriftian doctrine :— 


“ This is, and ought to be mentioned, to your honour. But to 
eftablith a character for loyalty, and attachment to the conftitution 
of your country, much more than this is required :——Univerfal obe- 
dience to the laws ; refpecitul deference to the perfons and office of 
magiftrates ; zealous endeavours to promote the welfare and happinefs 
of your native land, according to your refpective fituations in life ; 
and, if the dreadful neceflity fhould arrive, a willingnefs to hazard 
life itfelf, rather than futfer her to be trampled under foot and deftroy- 
ed by an infolent and invading foe. 

« After all, however, my bretheren, THESE apparently good fruits 
may be but the borrowed ornaments of a barren and worthlefs life : 
borrowed from the example of others, and hung on to allure and de- 
ceive. You are YOURSELVES DECEIVED if you fuppofe that any 
fruits are really good, but as they are incorporated with, and origi. 
nate from, a correfpondent good principle. It is this that gives them 
life, and confiitence, and flavour, May not acts of charity, for in- 
ftance, proceed from pride and oftentation, inttead of a principle of 
benevolence or compaffion? Are they then, really and intrinfically, 
what they appear ? Docs not the Motive conititute the whole moral 
nature of the action? Is every league, therefore, a bond of FRIEND- 
sHip? Is every fociety neceflarily united by Love ? May not enquiry 
proceed from capticufnefs and the defire of finding fault, inttead of a 
love of Truru, and may not plain-fpeaking originate from impu- 
dence and ill nature, inftead of a fimple and honett regard to TRUTH ? 

 T have inftanced in thefe particulars, my brethren, becaufe, over 
and above the purpofe of affifting and comforting one another in the 
day of ficknefs and neceflity, the primary objects for which you are 
avowedly aflociated together are—‘ The cultivation of friendthip, the 
pleafures of good company, and the improvement of morals.’— 
*Frienpsuip, LovE, AND TRUTH,’ is the motto of your fraternity. 

hefe are principles, which, if they really ‘ are in you and abound,’ 
will infallibly produce the correfpondent fruits 1 have juit enumerated, 
C g 3 which 
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which again, to carry on the metaphor, bearing feed in themfeives, 
will increafe and multiply the “sage from which they fprung, thus 
mutually and reciprocally giving and receiving new life and ftrength,” 
—Pp. 10—12, : 


We are happy to find, in the Curates of our Church, fuch 
able fcholars, found divines, and true friends to the ** obfer- 
vation of the fabbath, and the ordinances of public worfhip, 
as the prefent preacher, efpecially in the democratical town of 
Sheffield.” 








THE REVIEWERS REVIEWED. 


(Concluded from P. 324.) 
i — 
Bu to pafs from the duty of the Clergy to that of another 


A) and more numerous fet of perfons, who are under the 
moft cogent obligations, although originating differently, tq 
difcountenance the writings of thefe men, who, affuming to 
give an ultimate judgement of the truth or falfehood of ar 
opinion, a pretenfion conceded to them by multitudes wit 

too much facility, employ the weight they thus get into pof- 
feffion of, to fubvert the credit of the Scriptures. The clafs 
to which I now addrefs myfelf, confift of thofe fathers of 
families, who firmly believe the canonical books, each to 
contain a part of ake religion; and who, confequently, 
think it a flagitious impiety publicly to deride them, as fan- 
ciful mythology, colleéted from old fous among other matters, 
and, by people of the greateft credulity: all thefe hold thofe 
vilified writings, conjointly, to contain a fyftem of folemn 
and religious truths, and, as forming together, a divine reve- 
lation, in nothing defe€tive, but in nothing fuperfluous ; they 
believe alfo religion to be the firmeft fupport of moral virtue. 
{ {peak of all thofe with whom thefe are fixed principles of 
belief, as well of fuch in whom this belief is in a very inert 
ftate, as of thofe who are duly impreffed with it. Can any 
individual of either defcription, put into the hand of a fon, 
or a daughter, for whom they feel the leaft parental foli- 
citude, works which attack and revile the foundation of theif 
own religions belief, as the two Revelations, taken conjointly, 
confefledly are ? What is this, but to fap the beft foundations 
of every virtue in their minds? Can they efteem themfelves 
lefs criminal in contributing to weaken that ftrong hold of 
every 
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every one of the moral virtues on their hearts, than if they 
were, in a like manner, to contribute to eradicate any one 
individual virtue of the whole fy{tem that could be inftanced, 
however high in importance to the polleffurs, and to fociety, 
than if they were to put into their hands thofe vile obfce- 
nities that difgrace Chriftianity and vilify our prefs; or the 
more feductive impurities of a Petronius, a Horace, or a Virgil? 
Can they, to whofe nature it would be abhorrent fo to con- 
tribute to fubvert a fingle virtue in a daughter or a fon, con- 
tinue, unthinkingly, to intruft to their perufal works, which, 
they muft know, tend to fubvert the firmeft bafis of every 
human virtue? 

To urge no more to the perfons who regard the authority 
of thefe writings as facred, even thofe who fupport the reli- 
gion profeffed in this country, on no better ground than its 
neceflity to maintain public order, and obedience to the laws, 
{and it is to be regretted that their attachment to its welfare 
has not a better foundation, ) they muft, I am confident, re- 
gard with apprehenfive averfion and anger, the attack of any 
conttituent part of its code, enforced with contumelious re- 
vilings ; they fee a great part of the edifice of religion at- 
tempted to be undermined, the mighty fall of which, accord- 
ing to the principles on which they muft argue, will draw the 
re(t after it, or leave it fo open, fhattered, and expofed, by 
fuch a violent cent, that it muft fall of itfelf, and bury fociety 
in its ruin; and this in a work, the cheapnefs of which, and 
its being efteemed by many a kind of fubjtitate for a multi- 
plicity of other works, or the fole medium by which they 
judge of them, give to its bad principles the moft extenfive 
effe& ; and this approaching danger they will not furvey with 
indifference.—A citation from the works of an orthodox 
divine might make little impreflion upon them; but they 
will, undoubtedly, admit the following principle of Bayle, in 
the general extent in which he has laid it down; that “ by 
overthrowing the infpiration of the facred writers, the whole 
revelation comes to nothing, and then every thing will be a 
mere philofophical difpute,*” if this indeed were the whole to 
be apprehended. But a great part of the matter of thefe writ- 
Ings is here cectnnlioule treated; and if the opinions of the 
Reviewers obtain an extenfive reception, arguing as I have 
ftated, they muft expe& that the whole Chriftian fyftem will 
not be in danger of being degraded below the dignity of 
a philofophical queftion, but below all confideration whatever. 
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And although they entertain an inadequate and imperfect idea 
of its utility, eftimating it only by its confequence to fociety, 
they will An be induced to think both the comment and the 
ftritures upon it very proper fubje€&ts for the judicious 
higher criticif{m of the Attorney General. 

rom this conclufion, according to the laws of the land, 
it is impoffible for any one to withhold his aflent. For firit, b 
the publication of thefe opinions, in the terms made ufe | 
both Dr. Geddes and the Monthly Reviewers have fallen 
under the {pirit, and, I pape under the letter of the oth 
and roth of William III. - 32.3 by which it is nk 
** that if any perfon siucesedd in, os having made profeflion of, 
the Chriftian religion, fhall, by writing, deny the Holy 
Scriptures to be of divine authority, he fhall, upon the firit 
offence, be rendered incapable to hold any office or place of 
truft ; and for the fecond,’’ &c. &c, 

I tranfcribe this from the Commentaries. Of the occafion 
of making this law, Blackftone gives the tollowing account: 
«< About the clofe of the laft century, the civil liberties to 
which we were then reftored, being ufed as a cloak of mali- 
cioufnefs, and the mott howsid doétrines, fubverfive of all law 
and religion, being publicly avowed, both in difcourfe and 
Writings ; it was thought neceffary again for the civil power 
to interpofe, by not admitting thofe mi/creants to the privileges 
of fociety, who maintained fuch principles as deftroyed ‘all 
moral obligations.t” 1 mutt add his explanation of a law 
term copied in this citation—‘* Mefcroyantz, in our ancient 
Jaw books, is the name of unbelievers.” If any doubt 
fhould remain with refpect to this firft law argument, the fe- 
cond is very clear. We tind in Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown, 
that ‘‘ all profane fcotling at the Holy Scriptures, or expo fing 
any part of them to conte mpl and ridicule, is punifhable by fine 
and imprifonment, and alfo fuch corporeal punifhment as to 
the court fhall feem meet, according to the heinoufneis of the 
crime.t’” I have copied this from Burn’s Juitice ot the 
Peace, where it is to be found under the title Blafphemy and 
Protanenets ; it is in the firit article. 

I here contider the fpecific offence of Dr. Geddes, and of 
his accomplices after the fact, to be an attack upon a part of 
the Scripture, attended with the aggravations of contempt and 
contumely, conftituting together one civil crime; of which 
the adjuncts of the aét or ageravations make a part, according 
io the letter of the law. 
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Jam perfectly aware of the apology this illuftrious frater- 
nity of critics will endeavour to make, and which, perhaps, 
they. may preter to fet up as a complete juftitication of 
themfelves. They will cite “ the example of the. fathers 
of the church, and the writers among the primitive 
Chriftians before the converfion of the Roman Empire; with 
what manly, effectual, and pious zeal (they will urge) did 
they attack the abfurdities of thofe volumes which contained 
the fuperftitions and the errors of Paganifm? With what 
freedom did they deride the ** fanciful mythology,’’ and the 
hiftory which grofs credulity had compiled trom ‘ old 
fongs ?” A cenfure of this liberty in others, is a condemna- 
tion of thofe men to whom we owe the eftablifhment of the 
religion, and their example is fufficient to point out to us 
the meafure of fubmiflion to laws made to protect error and 
fuperitition againi{t the force of truth: which laws, in fa&, 
are.void in themfelves, as exceeding the bounds which nature 
and reafon have.fixed to human authority. 

To: this it is to be anfwered, that polytheifm was the relf- 
gion of the Roman Enypire, to which the primitive Chnif- 
tians were legally fubjeét ; but the fables which they expofed 
were fcattered up and down in the works of a multiplicity of 
authors, differing each from each, and. the more ancient ‘fig- 
nally from themfelves ; nor was any collection of them made 
and ratified by public authority; either in the time of the Re- 
public, or under the Emperors. Of the latter there exifts a 
doubt, andthe former may be proved, both from the debates 
in the Roman Senate, preferved on the beft authority, and 
from what we find advanced in their Courts of Juftice; for 
Cicero, pleading the caufe of Cluentius, {peaks of parts of 
them juttly admired, as approximations to divine truths, in 
the terms here ufed, or as ‘* fables, the falfehood of which 
was known toall men:” and refts an argument in defence of 
his client upon this ailertion, as a propofition not to be dif- 
puted, ‘The example of primitive Chriftians, therefore, 
cannot be brought in defence of this breach of a municipal 
law, it cannot be pretended that they had broken one in fub 
ftance like our own; becaufe no fuch law exifted in the go- 
vernment under which they wrote. 

Nor can thefe journalilts attempt to determine, on their 
own conceptions, how thefe good men would have aéted in 
a cafe which never exiited; tor they will be extremely liable 
‘o fall into an error upon this fubje& ; their principles of the 
obligation of municipal law being totally different from that 
of the primitive Chriftians. 

Their writings, therefore, contained no offence againtt the 
Written 
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written law; and from what I have faid it may be gathered, 
how far they were calculated to give private fcandal to the 
general body of the adherents to the religion of the ftate. It 
degree was exactly equal to what they could have received by 
attending the debates of the Senate, or the proceedings of a 
law court; for in none of their attacks could they well 
more offenfive lengths, than one of their beft men, Cicero, 
ventured at a public trial ; who had the weaknefs of bein 
extremely covetous of univerfal praife, and was at that inftang 
taking meafures to prepare his way for the Confulfhip; a 
period in which he would take care to give no f{candal to his 
electors. Befide the defenders of polytheifm generally gave 
up the letter of the fables, contending they were allegories; 
and neither they nor their followers who concurred in thefe 
defences could pretend their falfe religious opinions were in. 
fulted, by the boldeft ftriQtures of the literal fenfe of the hifto- 
ries, the truth of which they themfelves contended againft. 

But there is another law from which Blackftone has quoted 
a claufe perfectly in point againft all fuch writings, as oppro- 
brioufly attack the religion ettablithed by the legiflature—it is 
that of public decency. 1 conclude my law argument with the 
following extract from it, fimply premifing an illuftration 
of the fenfe of the word railing. The national church pro- 
fefling to found her belief on Canonical books defcribed and 
enumerated, to declare that a part of thefe books, in point 
of veracity, occupies an intermediate place, between two 
writers whofe works are admitted to be full of fallacies, and 
nearer the more than the lefs fallacious of the two; and to 
charge, or fubfcribe to a charge upon, the authors of thofe 
books of the moft impious torgerics and lies, amount to 
RAILING at that church. Having premifed this, I come 
to my authority. _ Speaking of the penalties of the law on 
offences againtt religion, Blackitone fays—** Nor can their con- 
tinuance to this time (of the milder penalties at leait) be 
thought too fevere and intolerant ; fo far as they are levelled 
at the offence, not. OF THINKING DIFFERENTLY 
FROM ‘THE NATIONAL CHURCH, but of raving 
at that church, for not /udmitting its public judgement to the 
private opinion of others. For although it is clear that na re- 
firaint fhould be laid upon rational and di/paffionate difeuffians 
of the rectitude and propriety of the eftablifhed mode of wor- 
fhip, vet contumely and contempt are what no eltablifhed church 
can tolerate.” 

The fubje&t of an atrocious infult offered to the national 
religion, and to the laws eftablithing it, conjointly, when 
ouce touched upon, could not be very flightly pajled over; 
eyes 
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even confiftently with the plan your Profpectus lays. down, 
The moft important care of the politician (fimply as fuch) 
js that of the intereft of good internal government, with which 
nothing is more ftrongly connected than the general interefts 
of religion. The neceffity of an ailiance between an efta- 
blifhed religion and conftitution of government is now ex- 
rimentally proved, by the calamities in which we have feen 
its diffolution involve two of the moft flourifhing kingdoms 
of Europe; our own in the laft century, and France at the 
prefent moment. Attacks, either grofs or infidious, on the 
religious eftablifhment of our country, I fhall with to fee al- 
ways denounced in the progrefs of your work, if only for the 
fimple and exclufive purpofe of calling the attention of our 
Clergy to them; for it is not to be fuppofed, that difputed 
points of divinity fhould be difcuffed in it. 

My hope is, that, in the mode in which I have fpoken 
on this point, I have not tranfgrefled the limits, which I fup- 
pofe here, that you have determined to preferve. I enter not 
at all into the arguments which may be adduced to prove the 
fcriptures to be authentic. I affume, as a matter of fact, 
that they are fuch, and admitted fo to be by all Chriftian fees 
of any diftinétion, whofe common faith is thus infulted: mak- 
ing no account of a few Socinians, who, under the nomi- 
nal profeffion of our religion, teach a very relaxed and de 
bafed fyftem of that of nature; and from whom the new reli- 
gious and political dogmatifts in France borrowed that half 
of their doctrine, that death is an eternal fleep, which beft 
ferves their purpofe. An important name, it is certain, may 
be brought forward by our journalifts in defence of this im- 
piety; but it is {till regarded as impious, by the generality of 
the Chriftian world. 

The fubject that I have paffed by, the proof of the verity 
of the vilified canonical books, I fhall, however, again re- 
commend to the perfons beit qualified to treat of it. It would 
be injured if any material part of its extenfive demonftration 
were kept back ; and I conceive it to exceed any extent which 
the limits of a mifcellaneous periodical work like yours might 
allow, I drop, therefore, all farther mention of it, with the 
expreffion of my full confidence, that this grofs attack on the 
Holy Scriptures will terminate, as all others have done, by 
producing new and genuine proofs of their authenticity, and 
recalling our attention to fuch as are old, and giving them 
new cogency, order, and fplendour. Yet 1 cannot help ob- 
ferving, that, although religion has been a great gainer by 
every conteft, there is fomething, even in its victories, in 
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loft in every attack it fuftains, a fubje@ of fincere regret ; 
this lofs the Monthly Reviewers have laboured, as far as their 
ower extends, on the prefent occation, to increafe. 

I take leave in the clofe of this letter, although already 
very long, to add a few mifcellaneous obfcrvations: the firl 
and principal of which, however, relates to the mode ip 
which thefe perfons have expreffed themfelves on Dr. Geddes’s 
Commentary. 

It ought not to efcape without note, that thefe journalifts 
have renewed an expedient heretofore practifed -by the pio- 
necrs of fedition—they have corrupted the national language, 
to corrupt the national principles; and the extract I have 
given from the very article here confidered, affords an example 
of this; for it is therein confidently. prediéted, that ‘¢ the ap. 
pearance of fuch a trantlator and commentator as Dr. Geddes 
will be hailed by every /ideral advocate of revealed religion.” 

Liberality is a very beautiful quality, in every action in 
which it is truly difcerned ; and, when it is habitual in a cha- 
ra¢ter, it appears not only a virtue itfelf, it gives to every 
other virtue which it attends additional amiablenefs or 
{plendour. 

But the epithet /:deral is frequently mifapplied ; of which 
J fhall give you a few initances, and the firft fhall be hy po- 
thetical. In France numbers of men of property were plun- 
dered of all their poffeffions. If the plunderers diltributed 
them extravagantly among their adherents, or favoured them 
fo, by a nominal fale, that they became poffeffed of them for 
an unreal value, they would be called liberal by thofe who had 
benefited by them, or entertained the hope of it in future. 
‘The reafon of this example being given, which is copied from 
the antique, you will hereafter fee. Other applications have 
been alfo made of the term, and with fomewhat more addrefs, 
to introduce or countenance the moft fatal relaxations of 
morals and principles. “To come now to inftances of it in 
frequent prefent ufe. 

It is with this attribute that opinions, tending to diforga- 
nize civil government, are honoured by the philo-gallican 
journalifts: or does a clergym: an ot the eftablifhment publith 
his opinion, that certain le: ading points in the fy{tem of faith 
he has folemnly fubferibed are ot trifling confequence ; a cri- 
tical junto labouring to overturn it, will * «* decorate him 
with the beautiful name of” /dera/. If he fhall more di- 
reCtiy attack any of them, as for example, if he fhall peremp- 
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torily declare 2gaini{t part of the canon of the Scripture in 
the fame infulting terms which Dr. Geddes has made u‘e of 5 
the Monthly Reviewers will, without doubt, call him “a 
liberal advocate for revealed religion,” as they have already 
intitied all fuch perfons by anticipation. 

‘I donot, however, tax them with being the firft inventors 
of decorating a vice with the name of a virtue, in order to 
cover or extend the contagion of bad principles or examples. 
They might plead hiftory againft the charge, and even pro- 
duce a cafe to repel it, directly in po.nt in evesy refpect of 
circumftances and tact. 

For farther defence they might cite the teftimony of one 
of the moft venerable charaéters of-all. antiquity, Cato of 
Utica, andeven when delivering his opinion in a moft ilJuf- 
trious allembly, and on a moft folemn occafion ; therefore the 
utmoft care muit be taken that no fuch erroneous accufation 
be brought againft them; for, regard firlt the identity of the 
circurnitances of the period in which he was {peaking, as 
defcribed by him, and thofe of the prefent time. “ Citizens 
of the firft note have confpired to involve their country in a 
conflagration ; they have invited the Gallic nation, poileffed 
with the moft rancorous hoftility to our name, to invade it, 
A hoftile leader with an army is ready to fall upon us.*” In 
the fame fpeech he complains alfo of the new philofophy, by 
which the people were taught that death is an eternal fleep. ¢ 
The feductions preparing the way to great crimes, and the 
fall of nations, have been nearly the fame in all ages. 

The oration from which this is taken is tranfmitted to us 
by Salluft ; its fubje& is the fentence to be pailed on fome of 
the afllociates of. Catiline, who had been difcovered and taken 
into cuftody. I come now to the precedent which the Re- 
viewers may plead: having fhewn the circumftances in both 
cafes tobe the fame, you will fee that it is fo particularly in 
point, that their triumph over fuch a charge is inevitable; and 
that whoever is rafh enough to bring it will have no retreat 
leftthem. Cato defcribes with great {trength a leading caufe 
of the ruin impending over the ftate, and which, although pro- 
craftinated at that juncture, ultimately crufhed it. + “* Ot 
late we have loft the true names of things; hence the re- 
public is in its prefent extremity.” And here he gives two. 
inftances pf this degeneracy of language; and the firft in a 
crime he defcribes; and which, he fays, had come to be 





* Sall, Delp. Lond. 1726. P. 47. + Ib. wp. 46. fb. — 
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called by this very name of L1BERALITY. Of the abtfes of 
the term I had mentioned this is the firft. ; 

He was drawn to the cenfure of the then fafhionable cop. 
ruption of the term liberality, only to illuftrate another like 
corruption; for a fimilar abufe at the fame time prevailed of 
the name of another eftimable quality. Men whofe intereft 
it was that great public crimes fhould be furveyed with ‘indif. 
ference, that they might efcape with impunity, and the 
fa&tion who adhered to them, had in this mode attempted to 
give an artificial paralyfis to the moral fenfe of indignation, 
which as it never ought to be ftrained above, fo it never ought 
to be relaxed below, itstrue tone. To this moral enervation 
of the fenfe of jultice they had given a name which anfwers 
to moderation.* A criminal mifnomer which he repeatedly 
treated with the fevereft irony. This term, at this jun@ure, 
isabufed very frequently by our journalifts, to ferve the fame 
purpofes. 

I know with what facility grofs mifreprefentations may be 
made of what I have here faid ; but to all of them I oppofe 
the authorities of that great moralift, Bifhop Butler, who, 
pang of indignation, affirms, ‘ that it is plainly conneéed 
with a fenfe of virtue and vice ;”” that ‘* it is by no means 
malice ;” that it is one of the common bonds by which fociety 
is held together :” and, laftly, that “* it not does appear, gene- 
rally fpeaking, to be at all too high among mankind.t” I 
take this from one of his fermons. You will not think it 
ftrange, when I am fpeaking of this fpeech of Cato, that I 
have recourfe for an illuftration of my opinion to this difcourfe. 
In the following, which is a continuation of it, he exprefsly 

uotes and comments upon the very fentence of the fame 

peech, immediately preceding that above confidered, exprefsly 
afcribing it to Cato. 





* Manfuetudo, manfuefceres— to bring to hand—to correct the na- 
ture of wild animals ; and met, to reftrain indignation or any other 
irafcible emotion in due limits; whence the noun is here rendered 
moderation. 

+ Fifth Edition, 1765. Serm. VIII. p. 144. “ Thefe fermons 
afford admirable proof of his fagacity in treating moral queftionss 
We cannot but think that what he hath advanced on the feveral fub- 
jets difcuffed by him is decifive.”” Biog. Brit. rp. 98.——“* The 
prodigious firength of his mind is amply difplayed in his incompa- 
rable writings.”” Pp. 102. Life by Dr. Kippis. This quotation 
is merely to prevent the Bifhop’s authority being traduced by the 
friends of Dr. K. if you fhall ule it. can 
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From a comparifon of the practice of the two periods, and 
fome others, the following general conclufion-may be drawn. 
When the moral, political, or religious principles of a people 
are to be corrupted ; they who are at the head of the defign, 
or who with to promote its fuccefs, will give honourable 
names to difhonourable actions and qualities; andthe names 
themfelves are thus degraded into what our language (ex- 
preflively at leaft) denominates cant terms. This procefs 
which begins with daubing out fome vice in falfe colours, 
terminates in difcountenancing that virtue, the name of which 
is fo abufed. For when a virtue has only a polluted name to 
be called by, one of its attractions, and that of no little general 
power, becomes negative; and all that many of the beft men 
dare to do, is, to exercife it-timidly and by ftealth. But to go 
on with what this obfervation has led me rather to digrefs 
from, we fee, by what is quoted from.this fpeech of Cato, 
that there exifted in Rome a cant, at this time of the confpi- 
racy of Catiline, two terms of which were /iberality and 
moderation; and in all Catilinarian periods we fhall havea 
Catilinarian cant. Although I would not have you mifunder- 
ftand me, as if I thought the Catilinarian, or reigning fpecies 
of political cant, to be the only one that either does or can 
exilt. For I recolle&, that after the fuppreffion of the Ro- 
man rebellion, Clodius either invented a new one, or extended 
the firft, which the Reviewers, and the minority in a certain 
Houfe, will find very ufeful to apply on the occafion of the 
execution of the Irifh rebels. And if it be a variety only, 
the free ufe they will make of it will be fuch, that they ought 
togive it hisname. But to return to the ftate of canting 
among ourfelves. Even at this time, there is current an in- 
hdel, or at leaft Latitudinarian cant, into the dictionary of which 
even the two terms which I have mentioned above have been 
introduced ; and a variety of other kinds have fubfifted in former 
ages. I have not given a full defcription of the fubject, and 
fhall finifth by obferving, that men of political principles, re- 
lated to thofe of the new philofophy, have been the original 
inventors and propagators of divers new ones. 

Although the length of this letter has exceeded any expec- 
tation I could form when I fat down to write, I fhall advert 
toafarther particular; it is what I conceive a proper modi- 
fication on what is faid above, that it is not to be fuppofed 
that your work fhould be open to difputed points in divinity; 
for I think the exception of one, which I am going to pro- 
pofe, will be intirely in its fpirit; and, as I underftand it, ac- 
cording to the letter of your Profpectus. 

It is {aid that all truths are related ; the propofition is cer- 
talaly too wide ; I can trace no conneStion between a pro- 
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pofition in geometry, and the negative or affirmative of the 
queftion, whether certain letters attributed to Mary, Queen 
of Scots, be forged—Yet many fciences have points where 
they inofculate, and fome have multiplied points of jundiog 
with others: thus, the duty of fubmiffion to governors is one 
part of the morals of politics; and, as a branch of practical 
religion, now called in queftion, it belongs to polemical 
divinity alfo. ‘There are periods when particular duties fal] 
into difregard, or even into difrepute: at fuch times it js 
an obligation incumbent upon all the Clergy to inculcate 
them with increafed aifiduity : nor, at this period, have thofe 
of the eftablifhment neglected to lay before their hearers the 
crimes and the miferies into which the principles and ac¢tions 
patronized by many journalifts have led the deluded ; and the 
meafures of obedience required of all fubjeéts by the Scriptures, 

But as religious principles, fhown to be fuch, or brought 
to mens’ recollection when they had flept long unnoticed and 
inert, ftill retain much authority with the people at large; 
thefe men are very attentive, on moft opportunities, to explain 
away whatever is adduced on thefe fubjects, on the plainelt 
and fulleft authority of revelation ; and, becaufe prie(tcraft is 
a bad thing, fome tew brilliant fallies of wit frequently tollow 
their other efforts, to bring the writer, who thus fteps for- 
ward, under the grave fufpicion of the crime of priettcraft. 
Indeed, the enlightened of the prefent day are not quite 
honeft to the men of the old new light in the laft century; 
they ufe the church now full as ill as the independents, re- 
fining upon the prefbyterians, ufed them; and it is one of 
the pathetic complaints of Hudibras to Ralpho, on the con- 
duct of his party— 

«© Whatever will not with their—what do ye call, 
Their light, jump right, they call fynodical.”’ 


But to return to the exception which I recommend. Such 
perverfions of the plain meaning of Scripture, annihilating obe- 
dience to a duty of the firft obligation, moral and political, 
falls, I think, clearly within the limits of your plan, and 
will, J hope, engage your perpetual attention ; although the 
Reviewers fhould have recourfe to the 4/ack art, and evoke 
the fhade of a /iberal femi-difJenting Bifhop to deter you. 

But it is time this long letter fhould be brought to a con- 
clufion. I fhall not, therefore, extend it to the other branches 
of this fubje&t, which prefs upon me as important, but take 
leave of you, with the declaration of my fincere withes fot 
the fuccefs of your undertaking. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
METELLUS. 
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Art. 1. The Lives of the Englifh Regicides, and other Com- 
miffioners of the pretended High Court of “fufiice, appointed 
to fit in Fudgement upon their Sovereign, King Charies the 
Firf. By the Rev. Mark Noble, F.A.S. of L. and E. 
Rector of Barming in Kent, and Domeitic Chaplain to 
George, Earl of Leicefter. 2 Vols. 8vo. Pp. 729. 
Price 12s. Stockdale. 1798. 


HIS writer is already known by his Memoirs of the 
Cromwells. The publication now under review may 
be confidered as a fequel to.the bloody drama in which the 
arch-regicide Oliver aéted fo confpicuous a part. Keligious 
fanaticifm was the engine which, in the laft century, in the 
hands of ambition, produced the atrocities here recorded. 
‘We have feen in our own day that politrcal fanaticifm, and 
retended philofophy, under the fame guidance, have been 
productive of evils which wow are, and are likely to be, in- 
finitely more deftructive to fociety, both by their duration and 
extent. 

The French philofophers of the prefent times, and their 
pupils in all lands, have made fuch immenfe {trides towards 
perfection, that they behold with pity and contempt the petty 
doings of the narrow-minded fanatics of the grand rebellion. 
Thefe contented themfelves with murdering their own King. 
Our philofophers attempt, with an ardour all their own, the 
more glorious atchievement of overturning every throne on 
the face of the earth. The Englifh fanatics, it is true, de- 
ftroyed the hierarchy, but then they eftablifhed their own 
form, or forms of religion (for they had many) in its ftead. 
Not fo the radical reform philofophers—they have, as far as 
they could, deftroyed all religion, and refufed to human mi- 
fery its beft and la{t confolation, a future ftate ; and declared 
that God is the mere phantom of fuperftition and ignorance, 
the creature of prieftcraft and of fear. Their deftrudtive 
fchemes are upon a grand {cale indeed ; and the power, not 
the wi//, is wanting to realize the avowed wifh of one of 
them (we believe Condorcet) who panted after the happinefs 
of feeing ‘* the Jaf exifting Monarch ftrangled in the bowels 
of the /a/ prieft!” 

Of the nature and object of the publication, Ict the author 
fpeak for himfelf. 


‘In writing the memoirs of the Cromwells, I made many minutes 
of thofe men’s lives who dared to fteep their hands in their Sove- 
teign’s blood ; the prefent day demands of all men to hold up their 
crimes, and their punifhment, to fhew the deferved deteftation their 
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contemporarie s and pofterity did, and fill do, entertain for them ang 
their memorics.”’ 


«* 'Thefe charaéters now offered to the public, include, with thefe 
in the work juft fpoken of, moit of the remarkable ones which occur 
amongft the republican party during the ufurpat ion 

*¢ Thefe kingdoms were ruined by religious fina icilm, by hy po. 


critical pretences to. piety. France by an open coutempt for all re. 
velation. 


*€ Let us guard our religion, our laws, and our country, and then 


we may bid defiance to holts of canting devotees, and legions of pre. 
tended philofophers. 


“¢ Let us be content with enjoying the rrours of the gofpel, and 
the juft and equal laws of the land, and never barter them for the 
tinfel decorations of the modern regicides, nor the fanctified profi. 
gacy of the former ones. Let us be content with God’s mercies to 
us, a favoured people, and ftrive, by holinefs and virtue, to merit fill 
greater.” 


The work is dedicated “‘Fothe Regicides of France.” 
In it he gives them good advice, and exhorts them by re- 
pentance to obtain “‘ pardon of God and man.’ The exhor- 
tations of Mr. Noble, we are afraid, will make no impref- 
fion. “Phey have fworn hatred to all mon archy, even to the 
monarchy ot the Supreme Being; and, in the prefent day of 
exultation, confider man as prottrate at their feet. 

We cannot fpeak favourably of the work as a compofition. 
It is fingular that a clergyman, and one who has already 
vifited the prefs, fhould be guilty of fo many grofs im- 
proprictics in language. As todates, and matter of faét, he 
is, in general, fuffictently correct ; but, even in this refped, 
we cannot always commend him. Speaking of Ferdinando, 
Lord Fairfax, * He was,’ ’ (fays he,) ** however, in June, 
1642, totally routed by the Earl of Newcaftle, at Adderton 
Moor. [n April, 1644, he defeated Lord Bellafyfe, at Selby 
in Yorkfhire, whom he took prifoner, with 600 of his forces.” 
Pp. 49. From a very fanlty want of arrangement, he, in the 
next page, repeats his account of thefe engagements, places 
the battle of Adderton Moor in 1642, and informs us that at 
the affair of Selby 1600 men, befides officers, were made pri- 
foners. 

In the fketches by Mr. N. of the lives of the Regicides, 
and other rebels, he gives an‘ account of their rank in life, 
previous to the rebeilion—-intorms us whether they did or did 
not fit in what was termed the High Court of Juttice—w hether 
they did or did not fign and feal the warrant for the execution 
of the King—wihat civil or military offices they held—what ex- 
ploits they “performed—-what was the final dettiny of « — 
and, 
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and, when it could be difcovered, who are their defcendants. 
We give the following fhort life as a {pecimen of the work. 


« Mr. Francis Allen was a citizen and goldfmith of London, re- 
fiding near St. Dunftan’s Church, in Fleet Street. Probably he was 
very opulent, for at that time thofe cf his trade were the principal 
bankers in the city. 

«“ He was elected a member for the borough of Cockermouth, in 
Cumberland, in the long parliament, and on his declaring in favour of 
that intereft, in oppofition to that of the Sovereign, they in 1646 
appointed him a commilfioner for conferving the peace between Eng- 
land and Scotland, and gave him the lucrative poft of a treafurer of 
the army ; to retain which he fcrupled at nothing which the fuperior 
officers ordered him to do ;- his love of money naturally led him to 
conftantly declare in favour of the army, and to oppofe by every 
means a fettlement of the kingdom ; it was this policy that urged him 
to keep back the fum of 49,0001. which the parliament had piaced in 
his hands to prevent the military coming up, and overawing the par. 
liament and city ; and when they did march to the capital, the go. 
vernment became their own. 

** Grateful for the part he had taken, the army junto named him 
one of the Commiflioners of the High Court of Juttice, as they were 
pleafed to term it, and he fhewed his devotion to the will of his em. 
ployers ; for he fat in the Court held in the Painted Chamber on the 
17th, 22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, and 2gth; and in Weft. 
miniter Hall on the 2oth, 22d, 23d, and 27th of January, and 
figned the warrant to put the unhappy Monarch to a public death. 

“ He obtained under the republic many lucrative offices ; and his 
emoluments muit have been great ; for, befides the place of Treafurer 
of the Army, he had that ot Cuftomer of London, with others, and 
he knew how to obtain’ money by recciving compliments under the 
name of acknowledgements of attention; and he was by all thefe 
various means enabled to purchafe the property of the church. My 
author fays, the Biuhop’s houfes at Winchetter and Waltham. I pre. 
fume he has not ftated it right ; it is however evident that he laid 
out his money in epifcopal eitates, and his intereft was fuch, that he 
gained what he purchafed at a very low rate. 

He was extremely warm in his attachment to the republican form 
of government, and for that reafon very obnoxious to General Crom- 
well, who perfonally alluded to him when he, by force, diffolved 
the parliament, telling them that the public was cheated by one of 
them, looking at Mr. Allen at the time he faid it ; his conduét upon 
this occafion thewed a courage that was the very oppofite to the pufil- 
lanimous behaviour of the ocher members who difgracefully flunk out 
of the houfe, as if Oliver had been their legal matter, and not their 
fervant ; for when the General faid, ‘It’s you that have forced me 
to this ; for I have fought the Lord night and day, that he would 
rather flay me, than put me upon the doing of this work ;’ he an- 
fwered, * It is not yet gone fo far, but that all things may be reftored 
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again, and if the foldiers were commanded out of the houfe, and the 
mace returned, the public affairs might go on in their former courfe;’ 
Enraged at this boldnefs, Oliver charged him openiy with a def. 
ciency in his accounts of fome hundred thoufand pounds, and for 
which he threatened to queftion him, and then ordered his mufque teers 
to take him into cuftody ; but no ways intimidated, he replicd, that 
‘it was well known the fault was not his ; that his accounts had nor 
long fince been made up—having tendered-them to the houfe ;’ con. 
cluding, ‘ I afk no man any favour in that matter.’ 

«As we hear of no profecution after the afflumption of power by 
Oliver, we mut fuppofe that the charge was ill founded, or that he 
made his peace with the Protector, or ‘that his Highnefs Cell it not 
convenient to meddle with fo daring a fpirit. It is evident that Oli. 
ver had no ill opinion of him, or thought it prudent to gain him over 
to his intereft, for his name appears in 1655 in the commitfion for the 
county of Berks for raifing the affeffments for government. 

“¢ He lived long enough to fee the folly of truiting to a military 
force, which, though at tirft it is made the inftrument of fetting atide 
fome fuppofed grievances, in the end is fure to eftablifh a real tyranny, 
whatever form, or under whatever name, it aflumes. 

“¢ Happily for himfelt he died betore the return of King Charles II, 
but his name occurs in the act of attainder and confifcation, fo that 
what eftates he had obtained of a lay nature were loft to the Crewn, 
whilft thofe he had procured from the church returned to their legiti- 
mate owners, leaving his family probably deftitute of every kind of 
provifion.’’ 





The Analytical Reviewers condemn the work (juftly 
enough) asa compolition: but this condemnation occupies 
only a fingle fentence ; the whole force of their artillery i is 
pointed at the author for other reafons. ‘* The time” of 

appearance, and ‘‘ the {pirit in which the work is written,” 
they equally diflike.’ It is, according to them, ‘* a mere 
party work,"’—(how offenfive is party to thefe rmpartial Re- 
viewers 1) —«« every where abounding with allufions to recent 
tranfactions,” and in which they ‘‘ hear fomething of an 
abandoned fabtion at home, who are J which is| linked to the 
regicides of France in intereft and affection.” 

‘Inftead of a mere party writer, Mr. N. appears to us in 
the light of a mere antiquary, folicitous, like other antiqua- 
ries, to collect faéts ; ; and thefe he feems attentive to colleét 
with impartiality. The allufions to recent tranfactions, 
which have hurt the feelings of the Reviewers, we think could 
not well be avoided, and they are far from being either ulelefs 
or improper. The acrimony fhewn at his mentioning an 
abandoned faction at horne, linked in bands of amity and at- 
fection with the regicides of France, is what was to be ex- 
— but the audacity of faying that the cxiftence of fuch 


a faction 





as —— s 
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a faction is ‘ unfupported by the leait colouring of faa,” 

a itep beyond their ufual hardihood of affertion, - and can Gal 
excite contempt and indignation. 

Setting out in fuch ill humour, no wonder that the Ana- 
lytical Reviewers thew no mercy to Mr. N. as they proceed. 
He is next accufed of canting, becaufe he exhorts his coun- 
trymen to— 


«¢ Be content with enjoving the rights of the go/pel, and the juf 
and e equal laws of the land, and never barter them for the tinfel de- 
corations of the modern regic ides, nor the fanctitied profligacy of the 
former ones. Let us be content’’ (he adds) “ with God’s mercies to 
us a favoured people, and itrive, by holinefs and virtue, to merit 


ftill higher.’’ 


Inftead of canting, thefe appear to us the fentiments of a 
fincere Chriftian, and a good fubjeét. We are not furprized 
that the Analytical Reviewers fpurn at exhortations to fub- 
miffion to the juft and equal laws of the land, but why fhould 
they exprefs their difguft at the re//gious portion of the ad- 
vice? Are they not Chriftians? Or have they fnapped Dr. 
Prieftley’s flender thread of Chriftianity, and confider nothing 
as holy but the holy right of infurreétion 2 

Mr. N. comes next under the animadverfion of thefe Re- 
viewers for his account of the regicide Bradihaw. When 
Cromwell had ufurped the government, Mr. N. fays— 


«¢ Bradfhaw, who had violated the mott facred of ties. to cut off 
his lawful Sovereign, and change the government, could ill brook 
the idea of having a fuperior placed over him, who by birth was 
little more than his equal. He was fenfible too that he muit appear 
odious in the eyes of a fupreme magiftrate, and would always fafpest 
him; nor could he be pleafed to fee another eclipfe him in pomp and 
fplendour, the glare of which had greatly atcraéted his attention, 
and of which he was not a little vain.’’ dvalyt. Rev. P. 189. 


It was probable that the mind of Bradfhaw was occupied 
with ideas of the kind on this occafion. The Analytical Re- 
viewers are of a different opinion— 


“<The motives here attributed to Bradfhaw are the mere fuggef. 
tions of Mr. N.’s brain, and not likely to originate inthe bofom of 
a man whofe attachment ‘to his principles mutt be allowed by all 
parties.”” Pp, 190, 


Now, unfortunately for the Reviewers, this attachment to 
his principles of republicanifm is the very thing which made 
it more likely that he could ill brook the idea of a fuperior, 
and more likely that the Prote€tor would behold him with 
2n untriendly and a jealous eye. As a farther argument, we 
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are told that he was “‘ intrepid and independent.” We dif. 
ute it not; but what have intrepidity and independence to 
in this cafe? They led him, it is true, in a certain de. 
gree, to brave the ufurper, but they are by no means pre- 
ventatives again{ft the ideas attributed to him by Mr. N, 
The digging up the body of this regicide, and expofing it on 
a gibbet, as a warning againft rebellion, is termed by thefe 
Reviewers ‘‘ a grofs outrage againft humanity ;” and our 
author is reproached for pafling it over without blame. Nay, 
they infinuate that the forfeiture of Bradfhaw’s life, had he 
furvived the reftoration, would have been equally an outrage 
againft humanity ; for they conclude their criticifm on this 
ortion of the work, with citing the following fentence from 
r. N., as a farther mark, we fuppofe, of that writer's 
anti-philanthropy. ‘* Had he furvived a little longer, he 
would have paid the forfeitute of his life for his unparalleled 
wickednefs.”” The philanthropy of fome folks is difplayed upon 
very fingular objects! Perhaps there may be men, even in 
Britain, who conlider rebellion, and the murder of a King, as 
not criminal, and therefore undeferving of punifhment.—The 
Analytical Reviewers feem to have examined the life of 
‘Thomas Scot, the regicide, with peculiar attention, but they 
have, fomehow or other, omitted to mention an outrage 
againft humanity, committed by that worthy perfonage. This 
man, originally a low drewer, was fo fuccefsful in the trade 
of rebellion, that, in conjun@tion with one Hardy, among 
other acquifitions, he purchafed the palace at Lambeth, where 
he deftroyed- the monument of the venerable reformer, Arch- 
bifhop Parker, and threw his remains into a hole! The Re- 
viewers might, at leaft, have remarked on this 
‘¢ Iliacos intra muros peccatur, et extra ;”’ 


but no, a regicide, it feems, and not a Bifhop, is the proper 
object for the difplay of the:r philanthropy ! 

In their remarks on the forfeiture of the regicide Sir John 
Bourchier, who was humanely permitted, on account of his 
age and infirmities, to remain a prifoner in the houfe of his 
daughter, and who expired juftifying, in the ftrongeft expref- 
fions, the murder of his King, the Reviewers exclaim againt 
the forferture of thofe Regicides who died before they could 
be brought to a trial ; and term it cheating their heirs of their 
property.* With what a tender hand would thefe Reviewers, 





*.To be fure this is no allufion “to recent tranfaGions /”? Its 
the very /e which has been fo induftrioufly circulated by their brother 
Jacobins, in the daily prints, relative to the attainder of that fignal 
traitor, Lord Epvwakw FirzGera.p, who was peculiarly entitled ta 
the praife of modern regicides, fince he added murder to trea/on. 

were 
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were it in their power, treat rebellion, and the murder of a 
King! 

_ They are next offended at Mr. N. for faying, that Charles 
the Second “ poffeffed mercy,in an eminent degree.” The 
proof which he produces to warrant the character of mercy, 
viz. the reftoring the eftate and honours of Sir John Bourchier 
tohis heirs, they adraitly pafs over in filence. 

Our author next comes under the lath of the Reviewers, 
for daring, in the fmalleit degree, to taint the character of 
the regicide Ludlow. ‘They contefs that Mr. N. allows him to 
have pofleifed ‘* great abilities, and unimpeachable integrity 
in his duty to the public.”” But this does not fatisfy them : 
the purity of a republican, it feems, muft be perfeétly im- 
maculate! Ludlow, when he had determined to fave himfe]f 
by quitting the kingdom, procured money from his tenants 
in fuch a way as fubjected them to be fufferers on the refto- 
ration. This, Mr. N. fays, was “ not aGing friétly jult— 
It thewed a want of true generofity in their facrificing men 
who had given him the moit decided proofs of their confi- 
dence.” Again, he fays, in procuring fureties for his fur- 
rendering himfelf, his method ‘ was artfu/, and no way 
more honourable than’”’ in the former tranfactions. By the 
help of ‘* a little money,” he procured perfons of broken 
fortunes for his furetics, and withdrew to the Continent, 
leaving them fubjeGted “ to imprifonment at leaft.” Thefe 
imputations, the Reviewers maintain, are Mr. N.’s ** own 
loomy fufpicions, and are entirely unfupported by facts.” 
Bar, how do they fupport this? By triumphantly afking, 
* Were thefe men (the tenants) aCtually facrificed ? Did they 
(the fureties) experience any dilagreeable confequences what- 
ever?’’ Are the Reviewers aware how far this thing, which 
they offer as an argument, will carry them? Only the length 
of taking from every intended enormity ali its criminality, 
fhould the execution of it not take place. If it be good for 
any thing, it will prove that the villain who forms the defign 
to murder his father, fhould the murder be prevented, from 
caufes in which he has no concern, is an innocent man! 
That the tenants and fureties did not fuffer from being the 
dupes of Ludlow, proves, indeed, that in this inftance at 
leaft, the government was /enient, but is good for nothing as 
a proof of the frié juftice, or honour, of the regicide. 

The Analytical Reviewers, although Mr. N. has fpoken 
very favourably in general of Algernon Sidney, tell us, that 
‘a Chriftian divine fteps forward in the unworthy office of 
blackening the faire? and mof? honourable charaéter in the 
Britifb annals.” Into their controverfy with the author on 
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this head we mean not to enter, as this article is alread 
extended beyond its due bounds, but fhall only remind the 
Reviewers, that Sidney, inftead of beimg, as they aver, the 
faireft, &c. was a man of confiderable abilities, and great 
ftrength of mind, but fo much of. an enthufiaf for republi. 
canifm, that he facrificed his fair charaéter, and fenfe of 
honour, to that paffion. After having fued for, and ob. 
tained the King’s pardon, he entered into a confpiracy to 
dethrone, if not to murder, the monarch who had pardoned 
him. How far this can be reconciled to the faireft and moft 
honourable character in the Britifh annals, we would leave to 
the Reviewers themfelves, were they impartial judges ; but 
we f{cruple not to leave it to the determination of every fen- 
fible and unprejudiced perfon. That he was concerned in 
the Rye-houfe plot, we believe, will not be denied by any 
man acquainted with the hiftory of that period, and that /ega/ 

roof was wanting to condemn him, is what every well- 
informed conftitutionalift will allow—He was guilty, but, from 
the violence of the times, #//ega/ly condemned. Some per- 
fons, in the prefent day, have, from the lenity of our laws, 
been more fortunate: they were guilty, but legally efcaped. 
Perhaps the Reviewers may be acquainted with fome of thefe 
acquitted felons, 

The Reviewers exclaim again{t Sidney’s being accufed of 
receiving a penfion from France—Sidney, fay they, ‘< a pen- 
fioner of France!” But what avail their ‘* verba tragica?” 
The prefent times, we fhould have thought, might have 
taught them that it was p2/fible for what is called a patriot to 
have conneétions with, and to receive money from, the enemies 
of his country, and the original documents of this tranfaétion 
will have more weight than the exclamations of the Analy- 
tical Reviewers. 

We thall conclude with a word of advice to thefe guardians 
of literature, and of the conftitution.—Let them, before they 
again accufe any one, be fure previoufly to acquire good 
information, that they may identify the perfon accufed. 
They have, at prefent, been exceedingly to blame in this 
refpect. Sir John Ad*Pherfon is by them gibbetted up as the 
perfon who brought the railing accufation of penfioner of 
France againft their hero Sidney. Now, of this, Sir John 
M‘Pherfon is perfcQly guiltlefs—For Ad‘ Pherfon read Dal- 
rymple, nofiro periculo, ‘Pherfon and Dalrymple, it is true, 
have no great refemblance; but if the Reviewer will plead an 
error of the prefs, and infift upon being tried by his peers, 
{Sod fend him a good deliverance! 
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Art. I]. Hiftory of the original Conftitution of Parliaments, 
fram the Time of the Britons to the prefent Day , fhewing 
their Duration and Mode of Eleétion, the various Innova- 
tions and Alterations which have taken Place in the State of 
Reprefentation of the People in the Reigns of the feveral 
Kings and . aga of England, the Pe vied: at which Cities 
and Boroughs ref{pectively pry Members, the Timesof 
their difeontinuing to exercife that Privilege, their Reftora- 
tion, Se. To which is added, the prefent State of the Re- 
prefentation ; 3 containing an impartial Account of the Several 
Contefis which took place at the laft Eleétion , Names of Pro- 
prietors and Boroughs, Contradiétory Rights of Eleéion 5. 
Charters and Local Privileges ; ; Number of Voters; State 

of Faétions in Cities and Boroughs, Se. By 1. te 
Oldfield, Author of the Hiftory of the ath Pp. 
548. 8vo, Price 7s. 6d. Robinfons, London, 798. 


HIS comes from the prefs of the bosk-makers, who rarely 
give references or authorities, \eit they fhould Sacrifice 
slegance toOEXACTITUDE.* ‘The Monthly Reviewers t {tate of 
this lying publication— 
‘The prefent fyftem of par rliamentary reprefent: ition is demon- 
frated to be faulty, not only trom the abufe of, but a total deviation 


‘from, the original conftitution. ‘The author combats the affertion of 


able lawyers, ¢ that our parliaments were firft held in the 49th of 
Henry ILL.’ by evidences that the ninth} of the fame reign was the 
truexra. ‘The Britons are here faid to have convened parliaments j : 
and the Saxon ¢ witenagemote,’ or reprefentation of the people by the 
wife men, in preference to the ‘wrckle gemote,}’ or general affem. 
bly, affords fuiticient proot of the fundamental right of univerfal 
fuffrage.’’ 

In proving every flatement relative to our ancient govern- 
ment to be } talfe in this book, we fhall beft expote fuch 
critics, 

This author, unfortunately for him, has given threz extra&s, 
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* Preface to Be Vean' S Hiftory of Great Britain from the Revo. 
hition, P. 8. 

: Monthly Review enlarged, 1797, P. 384. 

t Anerror for the rith, wrde Pref. pv. 6, “bat j it is of no confe. 
quence, for both are fal//e. 

§ 4 Lie—there wever was a MICKLE-GEMoreE for univerfal fuf- 
frage, it was only a ereat /yued of nobles, wights, and exalted eccle- 
fiaitics. 
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on which his whole fyflem depends, and mentioned JF))king's 
name. We have little doubt that thefe intendedly de lufive au. 
thorities have been furnifhed by the arch- -impoftor, becaufe a 
isttle Saxon knowledge, that is, a knowledge of the charaéters, 
is difplayed. 

To exhibit the mifreprefentations and ignorance of this demo. 
cratic feribbler in the ftrongeft light, we take advantage of a 
literary friend’s affiltance and criticifms. By fapping the 
foundation of his fabric, the whole fuperitructure mutt 
tumble. 

Firft extraét and authority— 


“It has already been afcerta:med that the .mickle-gemot, which 
fignifies great council, was conftituted by the affembly of all the 
freemen of the kingdom, that is, all the heufe-holde rs compofing the 
various hundreds in the country: but to put this beyond the p. fib 
dity of a doubt, I thall produce a ‘fe ~w of the pre ambles of thofe laws 
trom Dottor Wilkins, /:tera//y tranilated, to prove it. © Wihrred, 
King of Canterbury, in the fitth year of his reign, and the fixth day 
of Augult, in a place called Berghamftyde, gathered the principal 
people to council; there was Berhtwald, Archbifhop of Britam, 
frofes, a bithop, and all the clergy with the herdj/man folk, where 
the chiefs and the congregation eftablifhed thefe laws.’”’ Pp. 19. 

& Leges Wihtradi.— He funt Le ‘ges W tthred: Canturia ’Regis® s*, 
—Mitiflimi Cantuaria Regis Wihtraedi re gnantis quinto anno regni, 
indi@tione nona, die fexto Augufti, in loco, qui vocatur Be rgham. 
Rede, congregatum fuit optimorum procerum concilium, Ibi erant 
Rirhtwaldus Britannia Archiepifcopus et ante nominatus Rex, Roffen- 
fis etiam epifcopus, quem omnes Gibmundum vocabant, et dignus ver 
erat. Et loquebantur omnes ecclefiaftict ordinis dignitates unanimiter 
cum populo fibi fubjecto.’’ Wilkins, pr. ro. 


This is Wilkins’s tranflation, which approximates nearer 
to the original; but this fmatterer has take n his herd/man folk 
trom the Saxon, «© thy herfuman folcig.”” We with not to dif- 
play our learning, but to deteét falfehood; and for this pur- 
pofe we mutt fometimes inveftigate records, and give autho. 
rities from a language little known, when treating of Britith 
hiftory. We defy the writer, or Mr. Tooke, the cory- 
pheust of democracy, to produce one authority for HER- 
SUMAN meaning herdimen. ‘The only Saxon herd/men 





<= 


@ a — Rex juxta Chrono]. Anguft Cantuar 24 annos reg- 
nafle dicitur; aufpicatus nempe regnum anno 691. indi. 4. et 
obifle 725. indi, 8. 8 Kal. Maii.”? 

+ He a is applied /uch title to bimfelf, as we fhall fhew in our 

xt Revie 
were 
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were fwine-herds. The HERSUMAN were here fummoned. 
‘To corroborate this, in the very paffage feleéted, the * Arch- 
bithop, King, and Bifhop of Rochetter,t are reported to be 
GESAMNAD,} fummoned. Of the high rank of thele 
HERSUMAN we may form a juf ‘dea trom the Saxon 
Chronicle, where Lanfranc, Archbifhop of Canterbury, is re- 
corded as wifhing to compel the Archbithop of York to at- 
tend his HERSUMNESS, or here-fummonings, that is, his 
fuperior court. Thus his firft pi//ar is deftroyed. 

This is the fecond authority— 

« Ina, by God’s gift, King of the Weft Saxons, with the council 
of Cenrede my father, Heddes my bithop, and all my caldormen, and 
the oldeft and wifeft of my people and many of the fociety of God’s 
people, was confulting for the health of our fouls, and tability of our 
kingdom ; and right laws there our folk eftabli/red.”” 

His “ oldeft and wifeft of my pesple” in the original is 
YLDESTAN WITUM MINRE LEODE,§ “the oldeft 
wights of my lawful men or allodial tenants,” a dignitied clafs 
correfponding to elevated Thanes. His ‘‘ and right laws there 
our folk efablifbed,” is THAT TE RYHT AEWE AND 
RYHTE CYNEDOMAS THURH URE FOLC GE- 
FESTENODE AND GETRYMEDE WA:RON,— 
that is, ‘¢ that the right awe, and right Kings-dooms]] thorough 
our folk faftened and true-made were.” Fo/k here compre- 
hends only thofe affembled and /pecifted, the Bifhops, Wights, 
and Clergy /usnmoned,g SOMNUNGE original.—Thus his 
fecond prop fails. } 

This is his third authority— 

« This is the compact that King Alfred and King Gythrun, and 
all the avife men of England, the people which abide in Eaft Anglia, 
all gathered together, with an oath confirmed.”’ 

This is really a treaty of peace betwixt Alfred and Guth- 
min, fetting the boundaries ot our great monarch’s realm to 
the Thames, along the Lee to its fource, then right to Bed- 
ford, the Oufe, and Watling Street. Here again his wi/e men 
are wights, and the THEODE thould be /eode, for it is abfurd 





* It was an eccletiaftical fynod, and Brightwald Aigh-b7/op is re- 
ported as fummoned before the King. 

+ Ignorance gives Hrofes a bifbop. 

I The Saxon ge always omitted in modern pronunciation. 

§ Wilkins Leg. Saxon. p. 14. gives theode, but we have little 
doubt it fhould be Leads » 4S in Exhelbert’s Law Sy P. 2226 

| Judgements or decrees. 
> € In the German language the HERKUMEN has the fame fignifica- 
tion, and at prefent we have forthcoming in our courts of law— 
that is, fore-coming. 
that 
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that all “‘ the people (that is, according to this author’s {tate. 
ment and infinuation, all the car/s, hinds, vi tllatns, bondfmer, 
and thieves,) fhould be ‘ a/l gathered together, and all take an 
cath,’ Law-makers fwear not, and even the moft Jacobinical 
demagogue in the Houje of Commons will not quettion the 
King’ Ss ancient prerogative of making peace or war. This 
was atreaty of peace. Thus his third fupport tails him, 
confequently the whole fuperitructure perithes; his « confi 
tution of the off ‘mbly of ail the freemen of the kingdom, that ts, 
all the he ufePalders,”’ is proved to beva lie; and fo tar from 
6% afc rding fufficient proof if the fundamental right ¢ of univerfal 
fuffrage,’ he does not give one zeta of authentic evidence on 
the fubject. 

This author is fuch an undiltinguifhing felector, that all 
his authorities contradict the inferences deduced from them. 
His Kyfr-y-then t is cursthen, the court of the Thanes. The 
prefent government ot the city of London might have taught 
him that every free-man has not a vote in the Common Council, 
his boalted commune concilium; and his WHOLE COMMUNI- 
TIES prove, that the right of election was not univerfal, and do 
not “ $ confirm the right that the people had to univerfal 
fuffrage,’’ as will foon be fhewn by the tranflation of Domef. 
day, which reports all the cuftoms in the time of the Saxon 
Edward, and where the communitas per totam Berchefciram is 
applied exclufively to the Thanes, 

We fhould not have dwelt fo long on this paltry publication, 
had not the Monthly Reviewers (tated that ‘* its defign and its 
ay iple sare good §” Its detignisto make the people diffatis- 
fed, un! appy, t tumultuous, and nae llious 5 its princ iples are Falfe 
and delufive, founded on a /y/tem of mifreprefentatian, 

The fubitance of this interefting volume, as it is called by 
the Analytical Review,|| was given to the public in the year 
1793> by the Society ot the Friends of the People, affo: tated for 
the purpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. The 
printed report of fuch committee has been generally attri- 
buted to the patriotic Mr. Tierney, now confcient ioufly fitting 
in Parliament, though chofen by the minority of the electors 
of Southwark, and “ depriving the eleélors of their true rt 
prefentative for years 5” but it is inferior to fuch report int 
ityle, in reafoning, and authority ; and certainly neither o 
them “ prove the ancient right of the people to an equal re- 
prefentation and annual parliaments.’ ; 


* Monthly Review. + P. 3 t Pp. 47 and 44 
§ Monthly Review. i P. 386. 
© Vide Report of the Committee of the Friends of the People. 
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The Critical Review ‘‘ particularly recommends” this pub- 
lication by Meff. Robinfons ‘‘ ta every one interefied in the 
prefent queflion,” and {tates that we have an “ account of our 
Saxon Parliaments, to which members were fent by the votes 
of houfeholders in each diftrict.” This may be fated, but it 
isa gros falfehood. 

Now fince /ruth and the reform of principle are our objets, 
and, for effecting fuch purpotes, we with always to co-operate 
with the re/pectadle editors ot the Britifb Critic ; yet when any 
of their oblervations are not congenial to the {pirit of our con- 
ftitution, or when they concede too much to Facobins and /chif- 
matics; it then becomes our duty to notice fuch deviations 
from the ftraight line that fhall regulate our conduct. In 
conformity then with that impartiality and fidelity we pro- 
fefs it is impoflible tor us to accede to the fubfequent {tate- 
ment— - 

“ Mr. Oldfield lays it down as certa‘n, that parliaments exiited 
previous to the conqueft, and that the right of election was at thar 
time vetted in the Aoufeholders of the country. He is right in ftating 
that a popular council, called the Wittena Gemote, did exift under 
our Saxon Kings, But there are no grounds to infer, that it refembled 


_our prefent parliament in its conftitution. Neither the gualifcation 


of the members, nor the manner of their creation, have been handed 
down to us. So far is it from being certain, that the right of elec. 
tion was velted in houfeholders, that it does not appear that the re. 
prefentive /yftem was then either practiced or known. Suppofxg all 
the quotations given in this book to be made with fidelity, they do 
not countenance the author's fuppofttion. Ut any thing can be col- 
lected from the preambles of old Saxon laws, and other records and 
monuments of that wra (the authenticity of which are fomewhat 
doubtful) it is, that the members of the Wittena Gemote did not 
reprefent any particular diftri¢t, but were fummoned in their individual 
capacity.”’ Brit, Critic for 1798, P. 281. 


In contradi€tion to fuch fa/fe candour, we ftate that Par- 
liaments were not known till near two centuries fubfequent 
to the Conqueft; that the term parliamentum is not to be 
found in any record previous tothe year 1260; that a wvttena- 
gemote was not a popular council, but anaflembly of dignified 
Thanes and ecclefiaftics, honoured with the title of witens or 
wifemen, of a fuperior rank to Thanes in general ; that th« 
qualification of the members is known, they were men of this 
defcription Jummoned by the King; that it is certain the re- 
prefentative fyftem never exifted under the Saxon govern- 


_ Ment; that fo far from /uppofing every quotaticn (trom the 


_—— 





* P. 161 for 1797. 
Saxon) 
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Saxon) to be given with fidelity, we can prove every one (6 be 
falfely and fallacioufly applied; that much can be proved from 
the Saxon Laws, Saxon Chronicle, Bede’s Hittory, Hickes, 
Wilkins, Alfred’s Will, and Domefday, relative to the forma. 
tion of the Grand Councils of the Realm, and that the anthen. 
ticity of them is indif/putable; though we perfectly agree with 
the Britifh. Critic that this work is one ‘‘ of the moit izno. 
rant, ftupid, and fuperficial attacks upon the conttitution 
which we have recently feen.” 

When the preceding Review was in the prefs, the New 
Annual Regifler of 1797 was tranfmitted to us. We pre. 
fent the critique of the Jacobin, ignorant, uncontftitutional, 
bibliopolite-ferving conductors of this paltry work, which, 
it fhould be obferved, is the property of, and publifhed by, 
the very men from whofe prefles have iffued Mr. Oldteld’s 
book and the Critical Review—Meff. Robinfons. 


‘¢ The volume before us abounds in valuable and interefting in. 
formation, which is peculiarly feafonable at a period when the ene. 
mies to parliamentary reform infift fo much on the dangers of inno. 
vation, and, without any preci/e knowledge of the fubject of their 
panegyric, are lavifh in their praifes of the fyftem tranfmitted to us 
by our anceftors. For he /Aews, that the charges of innovation 
* reverts to thofe who have caufed, and to thofe who fupport, the 
prefent abufes of the conftitution.’ In the fyftem of our anceftors, 
he finds the fundamental principles of annual parliaments, and equal 
reprefentation arifing from umrverfal fuffrage, or at leaft the extenfion 
of the right of voting to every hon/eholder—The firlt partial repre. 
fentation of the people he traces to the reign of Edward the Fir— 
the mode of choofing county members by freehalders initead of hou/ee 
keepers, to that of Henry VI., and the firft practice of electing mem. 
bers for cities and boroughs, by exclufive bodies or corporations, to 
the reign of Edward 1V. Thefe deviations from the fyftem of our 
anceftors were followed, as the author fhews, in fucceeding reigns, 
by other changes equally hoftile to its true {pirit, till, by degrees, the 
prefent ftate of things obtained, &c. For the reforatron of the 
people to their rights, Mr. Oldfield pleads with a degree of ability 
and manly freedom that will give pleafure to every real friend of the 
Britifh conititution who withes to preferve it, by reftoring it to its 
native beauty and fplendour.”’ 

New Annual Regijter, 1797—Domeftic Literature, P+ 22} 


Mr. Oldfield, and thefe /earned gentlemen, cither know 
nothing precifely on the fubje&, or wilfully pervert their 
knowledge. ‘That the Saxon con{titution was founded on 4. 
«« fyitem eftablithing the fundamental principles of annual parliae 
ments, and egual reprefentation, arifing from univerfal fuff rages 


or at leaft the extenfion of the right of voting to every — 
holder, 
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holder,” has already been proved to be a grofs die—that ‘* the 
firit partial reprefentation of the people commenced in the 
reign of Edward I. ;”’ if partial is meant tobe oppofed to unzver- 


fal, is a talfehood ; if intended to fugge(t the firft f{ummons of 


members from boroughs, or Knights of the fhire, is an in- 
correc? fatement ;—** that the mode of choofing county mem- 
bers by freehalders inttead of houfekeepers, commenced in the 
reign of Henry VI.,”’ is a democratical mifreprefentation ; for 
greater privileges were conferred on the people in the weak 
and turbulent reign of this Monarch, by extending the right 
of voting not only to Knights, but even freehalders ; the 
aflertion, ‘‘ that the firft practice of electing members for cities 
and boroughs by exc/ufive bodies or corporations,” affords a {trong 
proof of the total ignorance ‘of the {tate of the nation at this 
gra, or that the fole object of thefe publications is to delude 
the people, and render them diffatisfied. In fhort, we boldly 
affirm, that “‘ every real friend of the Britifh conftitution, who 
wifhes to preferve it by continuing if in its prefent beauty and 


Jplendour,” will defpife thefe metaphyfical and fyftematical 


deceivers of the ignorant, who flatter them with happinefs by 
a renovation of their conftitution, 4nd the re/oration of the 
Saxon government ; which would be a refloration to the vaf- 
falage, villainage, bondage, fervitude, and flavery of de- 
fpotifm, when the hufbandmen of the Lord were the chattels 
(or catalla) attached to the foil. 





Art. III. The Confequences of a French Invafion, confidered 
as Motives to Union and Exertion; in an Addrefs to the 
Parifbioners of I¥salwich, on Occafion of their meeting te 
form an armed Afficiation. By G. A. Thomas, A. M. 
Re&tor of Woolwich, and Prebendary of Lichfield. 
12mo. Pp. 26. Price 4d. or 3s. 6d. per Doz. Riving- 
tons, London. , 1798. 


HIS is a feafonable exhortation from a refpeétable cler- 
gyman to his pariihioners, directed to a falutary object, 

and marked by a becoming fpirit. The principal motives to 
union and exertion—at all timesdefireable, but, at the prefent 
period, peculiarly neceffary—confidered by Mr. Thomas, are 
1. The views of the French in their projet of invafion ; 
2. The confequences of a /ucce/sful invafion ; 2. The objec- 
tions to uniting, in meafures of defence and refiftance, which 
May pollibly arife from real or pretended fcruples of con- 
science, ‘To us he appears completely to have eftablifhed 
every point which he fought to enforce. He has evidently 
confulted 
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confulted the beft authorities on the origin of the war, and the 
oppreflive, vexatious, and ferocious cruelties of the F rench, 
in the diff.rent countries which they have infeéted with their 
principles, or over-run with their arms. Stronger motives 
to refiltance of fuch a foe cannot be adduced. 

Adverting to the conduct of the French towards other 
ftates, the author jultly obferves that “ Republics, no lefs than 
monarchies, have been victims to their malice.” 


«© This was particularly exemplified in Venice, where, after 
intrigue had once introduced thefe worfe than Gothic deftroyers, 
they maliciouily defaced and {poiled the moft valuable monuments of 
antiquity. ‘This republic is a ftriking inftance of French perfidy 
and treachery. After promifing the Venetians /:berty, equality, and 
wndependence, they pillaged the city, took poffeffion of its iflands, 
plundered it of its navy, and then delivered up the people to the 
government of the Emperor of Germany, whom they had before 
affected to confider as a defpot, and a decided enemy to their maxims 
of liberty and equality. Perfidious nation! let this be a warning 
to England, a folemn caution againft popular credulity !’’ 


That rapacious fpirit by which the DireCtory and their ar- 
mics are invariably actuated, was never more fully difplayed 
than in their conduct to the wretched inhabitants of the 
United Provinces. 

«© The burthens which the fupport of this inevitable war has 
brought on all claffes, have been frequently the fubje¢t of complaint, 
and fometimes the pretended caufe of difcontent. It would be 
prudent to anticipate the immenfe increafe of fuch burthens which 
would follow a French invafion. As a fpecimen, we may take the 
requifitions made upon the Dutch. It is thus tated by a Committee 
of Finance :—*‘ For fourteen months paft the Dutch have paid two 
millions of dollars per month, amounting in the whole to twenty. 
eight millions, for the fupport of the Frexch armies. 'To thele two 
furs add the walue of the firf contribution, which was exacted in 
kind, and they amount, at the leaft, to fifty-five millions of dollars.’ 
Harper, P. 49.—* The firft contribution in kind confitted of the 
following items, viz. 200,000 quintals of wheat, 500,000 rations 
of hay, 200,000 pair of boots, 20,000 coats and waiitcoats, 40,000 
pair of breeches, 150,000 pair of pantaloons, 200,000 fhirts, 50,000 
hats, and 12,009 oxen; all of which were to be furnifhed within 
one month. ‘This requilition was made within feven days after the 
following proclamation, in which the French commiilioners had told 
the Dutch—* In the midit of war, we confider you as our friends 
and allies; it is under this name that we enter your country; we 
feek not to terrify, but to infpire you with confidence. It is but 
2 few years fince a tyrannic conqueror prefcribed you laws; we 
abolith them, and reftore you freedom, We come not to make you 
flaves—the French nation thall preferve your independence. a 
- 4 ly 
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fafety thall be fecured, and property protetted.’—Poor deluded 

and Getmans! we no longer hear the cry which was too 
common among you—‘ Oh! if the French would but come, then 
fhould we be happy and free !’—-My counttymien, let thefe examples 
determine you to keep thefe treacherous friends at a becoming 
diftance.”” . 

The zeal which the author has difplayed in the beft of 
caufes, the defence of his King and Country, was not calcu- 
lated to excite the approbation of the Critical Reviewers; 
who, though compelled to admit that ‘* his aim is good,” ac- 
cufe him of *‘ idle declamation ;’’ and endeavour to render his 
book contemptible, wy citing a _fingle fpecimen of “ inaccu- 
rate compofition.”” But, even here, their own remark is 
hypercritical. For, although they affirm that the epithet 
irretrievable ** is only applicable to what we cannot regain or 
retrieve,’ the authority of Johnfon fanétions its application 
to that which 7s not to be repaired; of courfe, the author was 
juitified in applying it to the confufion and defeat of an invad- 

enemy. 

he er alfo affirms, that the remark “ that we have 
neither been the aggreffors in the war, nor have omitted any 
proper means to bring it to a conclufion,”’ is not altogether 
well founded. But he does not condefcend to advance a fingle 
argument, nor to adduce a fingle proof, in fupport of his af- 
firmation. We defy him, indeed, to difprove the juftice of 
the remark, or to confirm his own affertion. The former is 
as true as the latter is falfe. 
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Art. IV. The Important Debate in the Irifh Houfe of Peers, 
on the Earl of Moira’s Motion for an Addrefs to his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieatenant of Ireland, recommending the Adop- 
tion of fuch conciliatory Meafures as may allay the Apprehen- 
fiens and extinguifh the Difcontents unhappily prevalent in that 
unhappy Country. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Jordan. 


Art. V. The Speech of the Right Hon. Fohn Earl of Clare, 
Lard High Chancellor of Ireland, in the Houfe of Lords of 
Ireland, on a Motion made by the Earl of Maira, on Monday, 
“4 19, 1798. By Authority. 8vo. Pp. 87. -Printed 
in Dublin. 


| ie E Monthly Reviewers have here unmafked their jacobi- 
nical vifage, looking with anxious eye for the approach 
of rebellion and affaffination. 
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' € The chief part of Lord Moira’s fpeech is occupied in defending 
his own conduét, and making a find of apolsgy for the officers of th 
army in Ireland, in refpett to thofe atrocities with which the military 
in that country have been charged. 

€ We cannot help differing decidedly with his Lordfhip in many 
of the above fentiments. 4 brave officer, ‘ tremblingly alive to his 
wnilitary reputation,’ would be the laf man in the world to feck for 
eccafions of attacking an unarmed peafantry ; if * he thudder left his 
loyalty {nould be queftioned,’ he will not a@ in a manner that stertd: tg 
Sve his fellow-/ubjeGs into rebellion.” 


* The behaviour of our brave officers in the opinion of thefe 
tlemen requires an apology. They decifively think, 
at a brave officer mult not feck occafion, that is, mutt frink 
or run away from his duty; and that fuch men will beft dif. 
play their loyalty to their fovereign, by permitting rebels, 
affaffins, and incendiaries to devaftate the country, and 
maffacre its inhabitants with impunity. But their attack on 
the noble Earl of the loyal. town of Ballynahinch is carried 
on by the fyftem of mining and fapping. They {tate his con. 
du& tobe in every refpeét the reverfe of the Irifh Lord Chan- 
cellor. The Earl of Clare’s fpeech is declared to be cha- 
ratteriftic of ‘‘a bold, intrepid, energetic, and confiftent leader, 
who is determined to defend his poff to the, laft extremity.” 
What is the reverfe of this? But a timorous, trembling, weak, 
and mconfifent leader, who relinquifbes his poft on the firl 
attack. Such infinuations appear to be conveyed by the lan- 
guage of the Monthly Reviewers. 

To give extracts from thefe {peeches would be fuperfluous, 
fince the Reports of the Secret Committees in Ireland have 
fully corroborated every itatement, and verified every predic- 
tion gf the Lord Chancellor ; and, at the fame time, exhibited 
to the «* glare of noon,”’ the hellifh and dark machinations and 
hypocrify which had drawn fo thick a film over the eyes of the 
Lord of Ballynahinch. When delufions are detected, the 
manly and open foldier will not be afhamed to avow that he 
has been impofed upon by mifreprefentations and villainy; 
and prove himfelf a man of integrity and unimpeached loyalty 
by acknowledging himfelf to have been the dupe of knaves 
and traitors.. 

The fpeech of the Earl of Clare difplays the dignified elo- 
cution, found reafoning, keen penetration, impreflive lan- 
guage, extenfive political information, and comprchenfive 
accuracy of a moft able and energetic ftatef{man. 
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Arr. VI. State of Ireland. By Arthur O'Connor. 8vo, 
About 80 Pp. No Printer or Bookfeller’s Name. 


UCH is the title of a pamphlet as it appears in the Ana- 

lytical Review for September lait. ot the exiftence of 
fuch a tract we had long fince ample proof; we knew, 
moreover, that it had been printed with extraordinary fecrecy 
and circum{peétion, at a private houfe in the vicinity of 
Bloomfbury Square, previous to the intended excurfion of Mr, 
O’Connor to France, which was prevented by the unman- 
nerly intrufion of the officers of juftice: an intrufion which 
occafioned the memorable trial, at which the character of that 
loyal gentleman was eftablifhed, beyond all poffibility of doubt, 
by the oaths of the Lords and Commoners of oppofition ; 
we knew, that the author daily fuperintended the operation of 
the prefs ; and that his book was intended as a manifeito, to 
be gree after he had quitted the country: we had alfg 

on to believe, that the pamphlet was much more volu- 
minous than it is {tated by the Analytical Reviewers to be ; 
that it contained, at leaft, 192 pages, and that, when printed, 
all the copies were fent to the houfe of Citizen Hardy, the 
noted fhoemaker. Having farther good grounds for fuppofing 
that it contained not only much inflammatory and feditious, 
but much frea/onable, matter, we had taken fome pains to 
obtain a copy. But having no conneétion with traitors, 
incendiaries, or members of the London Correfponding So- 
ciety, all our endeavours proved fruitlefs. Mr. JOHNSON, 
however, it feems, has been more fortunate, and actuated, 
no doubt, by a patriotic defire-to render fervice to the com- 
munity, has determined that the effeéts of this precious pro- 
duction fhall not be totally loft, and has, sherefore, given an 
analyfis of the fame in his admirable Review. 

hat the Reviewer would not bring forward the moff ex- 
ceptionable paffages in the book, is, for obvious reafons, @ 
faét not to be difputed ; but thofe which he has brought .dr- 
ward are fufficiently exceptionable ; and will, undoubtedly, 
convince all Aone readers, of the feditious, if not treafonable, 
ve ag of the work. Indeed, the mere circumftance of its 
being the production of an avowed TRAITOR, is, of itfelt, 
fufficient to imprefs that conviction. 

We are told, that the work is an Addrefs to the People of 
Ireland ; and contains ** an account of thofe wrangs they have 
to redre/s, and of thofe rights they have to regain, before their 
liberties can be fecured.”——What means of redre/s Mr. 
O'Connor and his alfocidtes meant to adopt, we have beea 
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enabled to afcertain, by their own confeflion. So that the 
book may fafely be faid to contain an account of imaginary 
grievances, {tated as an incitement to rebellion, 

The Reviewer is tolerably copious in his extra&ts ; and 
from thefe we learn, that O'Connor withed to convince the 

eople of Ireland, that ‘* the fouleft treafon had been prac- 
tifed againit them ;” that ‘* they lived under one of the worft 
practical governments in the world ;” that ‘ their affairs had 
been conducted without either ability or integrity ;’’ that “ they 
had been made a prey to peculation, injuftice, and oppreifion ;” 
that ‘their induftry had been fold ;” and that ‘* there was 
perfidy in their government, and treafon in their legiflature.” 

With a view to irritate the minds of the Irifh againft this 
country, he tells them, that ‘a foreign government anda venal 
legiflature are productive of the worft of evils ;”’ and that the 
people of Ireland have been forfaken and plundered ; and “ the 
fap and moiiture of the Irifh foil exhaled to fertilize Great 
Britain.’ 

The author, with great confiftency, defends the United 
Trifhbmen, and {tyles their rebellion ‘ a glorious confpiracy to 
deftroy religious bigotry and national thraldom.” He attempts 
to prove ‘* that King, Lords, and Commons, may become 
tyrants, and that it is as lawful to refift the defpotifm of many 
as of one.”-—‘* Whenever oppreflion begins,” he fays, ‘ re- 
{iftance becomes lawful and right,” and he exhorts his coun- 
trymen ‘¢ to put down their oppreffors.” The remedies 
which he prefcribes for thefe numerous evils, are, Catholic 
Emancipation and Parliamentary Reform; which we now 
know, from the conteilion of the traitors themfelves, to have 
been mere pretexts—employed folely for the purpofe of 
delufion. 

It is fcarcely poffible for an invitation to rebellion to be 
expreffed in more clear and forcible terms, or for any tract 
to contain a gréater number of inflammatory falfehoods ; yet 
not one word of reprehenfion or comment does it extort from 
the Analytical Reviewer, who feems tacitly to acquiefce in 
the fentiments which it breathes. But what, indeed, could 
be expected from the work of a TRAITOR, reviewed by 4 
JACOBIN ? 


a ea 





Art. VII. Windermere: a Poem. By Jofeph Budworth, 
Efq. Author of a Fortnight’s Ramble to the Lakes. Pp. 23. 
Price ts. 8vo. Cadell and Davis. 1798. 


R. Budworth is, from his former publications, well known 
to the public as a lively and agreeable painter of exter- 

F wo material conftituents of a poet he evidently 
potlettes 5 
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polleffes he feels with fenfibility and defcribes with force. 
Although the nature of the fubje& be fuch as to render his work 
moft peculiarly interefting to readers who have beheld thefe 
fcenes, yet others may eafily perceive that the account is na- 
tural. ‘The author difplays a confideradle knowledge of plants, 
e(pecially as exhibiting beauty and fragrance The defcription 
of fifhing is juft and accurate, the obfervations on _pafturage 
and agriculture are ufeful, and indeed important. The writer 
difplays much more juftnefs of remark and vigour of con- 
ception than fmoothnefs of verfification. 

The poem in every page breathes a fpirit of humanity, loy- 
ality, and religion. Mentioning Calgarth the feat of Bifhop 
Watfon, from which he dates his anfwer to Paine, Mr. Bud- 
worth beftows the following deferved praife on that excellent 
treatife : : 

‘In Calgarth’s groves, in undifturb’d retreat, 
{.carning and contemplation hold their feat, 
Science unfolds the treafure of the mind, 

And the heart foftens what the head defign’d. 
‘Thence grew thofe truths in holy candour dreft, 
Which warm with comfort the believer’s breatt, 
Tear from the fcoffer’s fting the deadly harm, 
Prove his untruths, and mildly found the alarm ; 
Strengthen the weak againft the Deift’s plan, 
And ‘ juftify the ways of God to man ;’ 

Health to fuch truths may they through climes expand, 
And, like the sacrep MANNA, feed the land,’’ 


This pleafing and well intended poem is treated with great 
injuftice in the Analytical Review of July. For the illiberal 
ftritures of that performance by jacobinical critics, the cen- 
fure of Paine, and the praifes of his able opponent, fufficiently 
account, 
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Arr. VIII. Deliverance from Enemies ; a Ground for Thankf- 
giving., A Sermon preached at the Afylum Chapel, on the 
General Thank/giving, By William Agutter, A. M. 
Price 6d. 


HE Analytical Reviewers thus notice this fermon: ‘¢ A 
violent political effufion, calculated to increafe national 
animofity, conveyed in language without either beauty or 
energy.” ‘This defcription induced us to turn to the fermon, 
and to fee what had given the /iberal critics fo much offence. 
Fas eft ab hofté docert. The plan of the fermon is plain and 
obvious, The national “ie we enjoy are contraited = 
i3 the 
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the miferies under which the French labour. Is it not natural 
to value what conftitutes every real bleffing, and boldly to 
refift thofe who would infufe difcontent, or deprive us of the 
comforts we poffefs? What do thefe Reviewers mean by 
national animofity? Is it to defend our King and country ; to 
rally round the throne and the altar; to value a heavenly 
religion, to condemn all immorality, to expofe deceit, to 
refift a crucl oppreflor? Is this narional animofity? If fo, a 
little more of it, and more uniformly direéted, would do us 
no harm. According to the Analytical Reviewers, a timid 
filence, a dull infenfibility, a carelefs indifference, would de- 
ferve high commendation, as not increafing the national ani- 
mofity. But the voluntary contributions, and the voluntary 
aifociations, are unpardonable crimes, becaufe they increafe 
the national animofity. From this reprefentation we fhould 
have imagined that the fermon breathed an implacable fpirit ; 
—wwe were rather furprized to find the following paifage :— 


« Our bleffed Saviour has taught us to love our ehemies, to for. 
ive thofe who have injured us, to be ready to make every overture 
tor the fake of peace ; they who are the firft to feek for reconciliation, 
have generally moft goodnefs as well as juitice on their fide. Our 
enemies may curfe, but we muit 6//s. Although our overtures of 
peace have been perverfely mifreprefented, and obftinately retufed, 
yet, whenever a profpect of reconciliation fhall open, it never can be 
beneath a great and Chriftian nation to come forward again, to 
forget the indignities which are patt, and to be more ready to | 
reconciled than to retaliate injuries.’’ Pp. 15, 16. 


Is this a time for the lover of his country to fit fill? tor 
the miniiters of the gofpel to keep filence ? to hear with a 

olite indifference the harangues of the feditious, the doubts 
of the infidel, or the blafphemies of the profane? If they 
boldly rebuke vice, or openly expofe falfehood, they are run 
down as bigots, fuper{titious, as enemies to freedom ot 
opinion. 

“In the fame Review is noticed a fermon by Mr. Hewlett, 
on the fame oceafion, which is defcribed as ** a plain, neat, 
practical difcourfe, fuited to the occafion, and printed at once 
to ferve the interefts of a valuable charity, and to improve the 
national {pirit and feeling.”” We have been led to compare 
thefe two dilcourles together, and cannot fee that Mr. A. 
fails in the leaft in the comparifon, either refpecting the 
energy of language, the variety ot matter, the bencvoleice ot 
jentiment, or the force of reafoning, But we recollect that 
the editor of the Analytical Review has great obligations to 
Mr. H. He firit prevailed ou Mary Woolitonecratt to com: 
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mence author; he introduced her to the friendihip and pa- 
tronage of Mr. Johnfon ; and Mr. H.’s fermon is printed for 
Mr. Johnfon, and Mr, Agutter’s tor Mel. Rivingtons. A 
friend at court may be a ufeful perfon.—On the principles 
and conacctions ot the former of thefe bookfellers, we have 
before had occation to animadvert : with refpect to the latter, 
we eagerly embrace this opportunity of faying, that their's is 
one of the very few houfes'‘in London, from whofe preiles, 
during the w hole of this momentous contelt, nef one publi- 
cation unfavourable to religion, morality, and found confti- 
tutional principle s, has iMued, 

It is a maxim of worldly wifdom, fa fee, and hear, and 
fay nothing, but a maxim which we mult condemn: they 
‘who are led by this frigid and felfith deine may, be filent, 
until they would fpeak in vain: they may fit ftill until 
the opportunity for acting 1s for ever gone by. ‘There are 
fituations and times in which concealment is cuilt ; and not 
‘to at is to betray. Mr. Gireert WAKEFIELD affures US, 
that fhould the French invade us, he would not take up arms 
avainf? them. Here we believe him molt fincere: ‘ that the 
French would find him at his proper poit, among his books,’ 
Here we doubt him: if we know any thing of ‘the man, he 
never would wait their flow approach ; he never would leave 
his attachment doubtful; he would, at leatt, if he were to 
act confiltently with the principles which he has advanced, go 
more than half-way to meet thofe foldiers of fortune, whom 
he has proclaimed to be the friends of freedom, the deliverers 
from flavery and fuperttition. 

In this fermon of Mr. Agutter, there are fome notes which 
probably would not pleafe on the other fide of the water, and 
therefore are loudly condemned by the friends of the French 
here. “he numbers flain in France (p. 6.) ; the remarks on 
the fate of the ruling men in the different parties (p. 7.) 3 the 
full proof of avowed atheifm, countenanced by the National! 
Convention (Pp. 10.) ; the jut remarks on the abandoned cha- 
racter of the late Duc d’Orleans (p. 11.) ; probably, the quo- 
tation from the King’s anfwer to the Hones might not pleate ; 
a anfwer which deferves to be well known, and long pre- 
erved, 
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THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION : 
ITS ANTIQUITY, NATURE, AND EXCELLENCE, 


HILOSOPHISTS and Metaphyficians have, exclufively, arro, 
gated to themfelves all learning and fcience, political and civil, 
for the laft century, ‘The fucceffors of Voltaire, D’Alembert, and 
Rouffeau, have long occupied the prefles of France, and governed the 
public opinion ; the admirers of Locke and Bolingbroke, for many 
years, haye dictated to the public in the character of arrogant re. 
viewers, and fupreme controulers of the world of literature in Britain ; 
they have reigned fo long with impunity, and met with fo little 
oppofition, and the mandates and dogmas of the party have been fo 
frequently repeated and re-echoed, that what originally might be de, 
Jivered with hefitation, in procefs of time has become an eftablithed 
rinciple ; and, what at one period was a fale theorem, has lately 
leas confidered as @ doGrine infallibly demonftrated. 'The trum. 
peters of anarchy, democracy, and rebellion, have fo long founded 
certain feditious and difcordant tones, which have been conttantly 
reverberated by their partifans, that their fenfes are not capable of 
being foothed by the notes of peace, tranquillity, and happinefs, or 
of ities in unifon to the fweet chords of harmony. 

In conformity with thefe obfervations, the Rights of Nature, that 
is, the Rights of Man, ina brutal trate, pie to the elements, 
at war with his fellow-creatures and thé beaits of the foreft, with. 
out food, without raiment, without habitation, are to fuperfede all 
civil and focial privileges of polifhed life and refined inftitutes. 
Liberty and power have been confidered by fuch deluding demagogues 
and puny feiolifts as /ynonimous terms: but how then can all be free, 
when power, if exerci/ed, neceffarily implies the punifhment or con- 
troul of /ome. 

Syfem-mongers of government have told us that we have 20 
confiitution, that Britons are not free; and mob-bellowers are 
continually baclimg for the reforation of the principles of the 
revolution, the privileges of our Saxon anceftors, proftrating them. 
{elves to the majefy of the people, and treating the King, ther 
fervant, with contempt, and contumely. To lence thefe meta- 
phyfical babblers, or a¢ /ea/? to expofe their ignorance, we will fhew 
them wherein the liberty of the privi/eged of this land confifted eight 
centuries ago, the variation in our government, the progreflive free- 


dom of the natives, and the rational bleflings of that conftitution | 
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The high grand ditinguithing characteriftic of freemen, in the 
reign of King Edward the Conteffor, contitted in the privilege of 
changing their refidence, and transterring their property at pleafure. 
In the language ot Domefday, fuch a perfon— liber fuit, ct potuit 
jre cum terra fui quo voluit.’’ Thefe were the peers of the realm, 
jike Seward of Northumberland, who ** tenuit equalitér et pariliter 
geque ac sa sepesomy tl The next clafs was compofed of inferior 
Barons, who were homagers of the donowr, feudal chief, cylt or 
alderman, though holding occafionally particular diftri¢ts, which 
they were at liberty to transfer. ‘Thefe are diitinguifhed in this cele. 
brated autograph, by inferting “ cum hac terra,’’ a moiety of the 
territory, inftead of “ cum {ua terra,’’? the whole of his property. 
The next gradation confiited of Thanes,t who were at liberty to 
choofe their patron or refidence, but not transfer their land. A 
man of this defcription, in the language of this celebrated record, 
‘ potuit ire quo voluit,’’ but ** cum hac terra, or cum fua terra’’ is 
omitted. Some Thanes, indeed, performed villains’ fervices, “ facie. 
bant domes regis ficut villani.’”’ ‘The next rank was formed of 
Sockmen, who paid foc and fac, that is, * fuit and fervice,’’ to the 
courts of the refpective manours of their lords. The remainder of the 
inhabitants of the realm were villains and bondfmen, houfe-bound. 
men, or hufbandmen, men annexed to the foil; who, if changing theit 
refidence, were vagabonds. The Burgeffest of cities and boroughs 
were, in general, of the fame defcription, though the Liverymen had 
diitinguithing badges trom their lords, which protected them within 
a limited diftrict ; and had a ‘* Livery more guarded than their 
fellows.$’? 

The boafted Magna Charta contains not one fyllable relative to 
thefe opprefied claffes, excgpt the ftipulation of John, that the Barons 
fhould model their behaviour towards their refpective villains, accord- 
ing to the principle of the regulations and reftri¢tions adopted at 
Runymede, But, fubfequent to this wera, the villains, copy-holders 
and their fervants, the majority ot the nation, were the chattels of 
their lord, the animals attached to his foil, whofe implements of 
hufbandry and poffeflions he could feize at pleafure for his own ufe.| 
—Such was the Saxon confiitution, and fuch flavery /egal//y exited 
in this country fubfequent to Magna Charta ; thefe, confequently, 
cannot be the principles of that confiitution which demagogues thunder 
for; and we here dare them to deny oxe /yllable of this ftatement, 





a == 


* Thomas, Archbifhop of York. Domefday. 

+ The motto of the Prince of Wales, ‘ Ich Dien,’’ was originally 
‘Ic Thegn.’? The King of Bohemia was a Thane of the Emperor. 

~ Burgenfes de fleyninges operabantur ficut villani,-Domefday, 
17, aI, 

§ Shakfpeare, 

| Henfhall’s South Britain for authorities from the Rolls, Bratton, 
Rymer, Fleta, &c. 
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or invalidate one pofition. e lope to hear no more declamiation, 
then, on thefe two atv Saba s of oppofition, Ata future period we 
will fhew the happinefs and bleflings of our prefent conftitution, contr. at 
modern with ancient times, and demonftrate the wifdom of bette farit, 
fied, contented, and thankful, under the exifting order of things. Bur 


as the litical contelts of the day have produced two extraordinery 
y P 


aay 
’ 


events, the profecution of an avowed fricnd to our eflablifhed go. 
vernment, by the Houfe of Commons, for a prefumed libel on their 
body ; and the difmiffal of the premier Duke of the reali froin hi, 
Lord- Lieutenancy, by his Majefy George the Third, for i “owing 
another Sovereign, “ Our Sovereign the Mayjcfty of the Pesple, 
we fhall examine the foundation, propricty, and juitice of ite pro. 
ceedings. When the mind is agitated by party-mifreprefentarions 
and conflicts, the deliberate reafonings of wifdom are little re garded 
but, as the tempeft is calmed, we may now coolly exercife our ju: 
ment and conftitutional information, on the languag e, fentiment, or 
conduct, that led to fuch profecution and di fmifla l. 

To analyze the oppofite aflertions of Mr. Reeves and his Grace of 
Norfolk ; to examine the ancient bafe of our conftitution iy ina 
know ledge of which one of them muft neceffarily be deceived, imay, 
perhaps, be interefting to the politician, beneficial to the ftatefinan, 
and inftruétive to the lawyer. We fhall, therefore, exhibit the paf- 
fage for which a criminal profecution has been inftituted by one part 
ot the grand deliberative Council of this Realm, briefly comment on 
its Priuciple, and contraft it with the contradictory toatt of the 
Jockey ot Norfolk, who, we think, has to boldly avowed another 
Sovere: ign in this kingdom. 

In fine, the government of England is a Monarchy ;_ the Mo- 
narch is the ancient ftock, from which have fprung thofe good/y branches 
of the legiflature, the yen and Commons, that, at the fame time, 
give ornartent to the tree, and aflord /Aclter to thofe who feck pro. 
tection under 1t—But theie are ftill only branches, and derive their 
origin, and their nutriment, from the common parent; they may be 
lopped off, and the treet is a tree {till ; fhorn indeed of its Acneurs, 
but not like thein, © caft ints the fire.t’ ‘The kingly government 
may g° ony in all its funétions, without Lords or Commons.”’ 

The pri: ie and do€trines contained in this extract, have been 
declared not only unconftitutional, libellous, and feditious ; but have 
fubje¢ted the author to a virulent criminal profecution by the 
late Hewfe ef Comnons, as a detraétor and calumniator of their 
power, privileges, and confequences, and an advocate for pure ard 
hm le mor archy. Now, in direct oppotition to the vote of the 
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Commons, in a candid appeal to the found learning and judgement 
of his Majetty’s Attorney-General, we dare to ailert, firft, that 

the King is the parent or ancient ftock, the Sovereign ; fecondly, 
that the Lords and Commons are goodly, ornamental, and protecting 
branches ; thirdly, that if the trunk * 1s dettroyed, the branches muit 
be new planted, or obtain another means of deriving nutriment, for 
then their vegetation, life, or activity, is congealed, if not anni- 
hilated ; and fourthly, that the branches, or even the head,t may 
be lopped off, yet the body, far from pe erithing, may be rendered 
more beneficial, productive, and fruitful to the « community. 

The firit pofition to be eftablithed is, that the King is the parent, 
or ancient ftock— To begin then with the wifeit and beft Monarch 
that ever fwayed a fceptre under the Saxon government, //fred. 
When invefted with the fupreme power, he poflefled the high prero- 

ative of making a// bis people, freemen or flaves, “whether he 
woul 15” In the reign of Edward the Confeflor, the King was the 
guardian of the peace of the realm, pax Reg iS bis were the grand roads, 
wie Kegis, and all landed property was holden from the Monarch, 
terra Regs,|| in the reign of the Norman William. - Under this 
race of Princes, the will@ of the Monarch was the law of the land. 





_ 


* This was fully exemplified, even when the trunk was only @// 
ordered, in the proceedings for eftablifhing a Regency. 

+ The whole of the government except the trunk—the Minifters, 
the executive, legiflative, and civil branches, 

{ Why are trees grafted, but that they may yield better frait-—~ 
and were not as good fcyons replanted in the houfe, when his Ma. 
jefty diffolved his Parliament on account of Mr. Fox’s India bill! 

§ And me Weft-Saxon Wights’? (dignified Thanes, members 
of the Witenagemote) “ to mght righted, that I them might Iet fo 
tree, fo thiefs, whether 1 would.’’ Alfred’s Will, Ed. Ox. p. 26. 

| Blackftone ftates, that fauch language was a “ fiction of Jaw,” 
which is as arraut a fiction as ever Was pe nned ; ; and he 1s always 
unfound when tre ating of our government. 

£ “ Cum hoc iptum lex fit, quod prin \ciph placet’’——I defy any man 
tofind communi reipublica {pontione ’ > in Braéton, Fleta, &c. as 
Petyt lates in his Jus Parligmentarium. Int. vr. 13, and p. 106, 

nere he cives no reference to his record, as is cujfomary with him, 

it which is Rot. Parl. 2 H. 5. rp. 1. n. 22.) he tranfcribes, 

by comps -int bee the Comens of any mifchief as deme remedy, 
itis axkynge (i.e. afking. — Again, Sorefa ud Lord for Sor ange 
Lor’ . Indeed é ere are eleven maccuracies in 18 lines, and, when 
p.ving a French peticion, he ftates in § thefe words,’’ Euglif>, and 

the whole of his authextic carly petitions are unfaithful tranflations 
and all his works abound with mifreprefentations, as Barcxes de 
Repro an order of mie nh neve rexifling, at leaft, to the 14th century, 
lor Barones Regis—Il'. R. E. in Domefday Terre Regis Edwards, 


hor tempore Re gis Eda varda—as will fhortly be fhewn. 
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The grand council of the nation confifted of Ais Barons created by 
him. When a lower houfe of Parliament was formed by Henry the 
Third, it was comprized of Knights of the thire, mulites Reps: ; 
and members of the royal boroughs, invefted with privileges and 
franchifes by the Momaveh, What is a Monarch but a fole ruler? 
what is a kingdom but the extent of the jurifdiétion of the King? Al] 
fuperior courts are the Keng’s, the army is the King’s army, the 
navy the royal navy, the Judges the King’s Judges, the magiftrates 
Juftices of the King’s Peace, and the Conftables the officers executing 
the decrees of the Kivg’s courts. The Parliament is 4:s, confittin 

of 4is Barons,* fummoned from 41s boroughs ; or Knights, called by 
bis writ, and diffolved at Sis will. Even in the language of Lord 
Coke, a republican and perverter of conffitutional law, he is the 
caput, principium, and finis, But it is neceffary to examine the 
royal power and dignity at the prefent day, precifely to afcertain this 
controverted point. 

In oppofition then to Blackftone’s falfely-difcriminating divifion 
of our government into the ‘ /egi//ative and executive powers, the 
Sirf”? (the Parliament, conjifing of King, Lords, and Commons,) 
66 being of course the Jupreme power of the ftate,”’ where the King 
is contidered only asa braxch; we ftate, without fear of contra. 
diction, that it is as ridiculous to talk of three branches without a 


flock, as to talk of three cafes in the air without a ba/. But, it 


«< the fupreme power of the ftate’’ is, and has been, frequently and 
legally exercifed by his Majefty in Privy Council, how can it  ¢/ 
courfe’’ neceflarily exitt ov/y in Parliament ? Within thefe few years 
our Sovereign has wifely exerted his legiflative prerogative,t with 
fuch advice, by iffuing the King’s proclamation. George the Third 
could lay the whole kingdom under martial law, without con/u/ting 
his great Council, as he faved the city of London from the incen. 
diaries of 1780, by judicioufly afferting and enforcing this prero. 
—: No law is now valid without his fealt and confent. No 

arliament is holden but about his bufinefs, ‘ de negotiis noftris ;” 
and Parliament, wrtually and real/y, petition him to ratify their 
Senatus.confulta, and addrefs him by the humble title of ‘ his mot 
dutiful and loyal fubjeéts.’’ The three co-ordinate eftates§ of this 
realm are the nobility, clergy, and commonalty, not Blackftone’s 
metaphyfically refined divifion of government, into King, Lords, 
end Commons, three members without a do¢y. His delufive affertion, 





* Bifhops fit in the Houfe of Lords as 4:s Barons, 

+ Difmiffing aliens, &c, 

t Such has _ the Confuetudo Anglix for /even hundred and 
thirty-erght years. In Domefday the Commiffioners of Wiiliam 
ftate, that non viderynt figillum vel breve Regis Edvardi ;’’ there- 
fore the title to the land was not good, The modern con/eguence af 
the great feal need not to be fpecitied, 

§ See Form ot Prayer for November 5, 
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that the “* King alone conftitutes the executive power,’’ is equally 
fallacious and ungrounded ; and muft have been introduced to sagnrfy 
his two great Councils, by a comparative degradation of the Privy 
Council, the Lord Chancellor, Secretaries of State, Commiffioners 
of the Treafury, Lords of the Admiralty, Board of Ordnance, the 
War-office, Judges, Juftices, &c. Such are the conftituent parts 
that adminifter the executive government of our Sovereign. Lord the 
King ; as the reprefentations of 4:5 Lords and Commons, the ad- 
drefies or petitions of Ais people, influence his judgement to affent to 
their requefts, or redrefs their grievances and burthens. How then 
is the King of England, (the fource of honour, power, jnjtice, and 
laws,) the fervant,* not the Soverergn, of the people ? 

Where now are we to find the Duke of Norfolk’s Sovereign, 
Our Sovereign the Majefty of the People,’’ in the. conftitution of 
England, as by law eftablifhed ? What court, or what prefence, 
mutt the Lord of Arundel attend, fhould he be fummoned to do ho. 
mage for his honour? ‘To whom muft he addrefs thefe words :  De- 
wenio homo vefter ?+—To whom is he hereditary Ear] Marfhal? But 
a few words infult a degraded man; therefore, we omit farther ob. 
fervations till we comment on the ** Majefty of the People.’’ 


(To be continued.) 








BOOK CLUBS. 


AP has been put into our hands, not immediately relating, 
we believe, to what is generally underitood to be a Book Club, 
but to the propofed formation of a fociety for the purchafe and circu- 
lation of cheap tracts among the lower clafles of the community, 
calculated to promote their happinefs, and to meliorate their minds. 
The defign is, in itfelf, fo praifeworthy as to deferve the mott ferious 
attention, and the fulleit encouragement, from every well-wather to his 
country. Owrbeft exertions may, at all times, be relied on to pro- 
mote the fuccefs of every plan, which has for its obje¢t the promul- 
gation of truth, and the inculcation of found principles, religious, 
moral, and political. Lt is with this view that we publih the paper 
in queftion. 


“ Hints for the Profpefus of the Plan of the prapofed Baok Society, in 
Ma:dftone, and its Vicinity. 1798. 


“ A declaration of our attachment to our beloved Sovereign, 
and the exifting conftitution in church and ftate. 





@uaee 


* Prieftley’s affertion. 

+ Would he attend the Prefence Chamber with the Ficld-mar/rall's 
faf; when on his knees, with hands ex andedly joined, he mutt 
Pronounce fuch feudal fubmiffion to his F 


tege Lord—thc Lord to 
whom he owes his life and poffeffions ? 
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*« Our fincere with for every secefary and praficable reform jn 
every department ; and our fenfe of the many national advantages a. 
cruing from the various reforms that have, under the prefent adminj. 
ftration of this country, already taken place; at the fame time ex. 
prefling our unequivocal difapprobation of all fantaftical and {peculs, 
tive innovations, tending only to endanger the whole fabric, and af. 
fording no profpect of any real benefit. 

‘* As a guide to our conduct in the duty we owe to our King, our 
country, and ourfelves—our fenfe and perfuafion that religion as re. 
vealed in the facred writings mutt be the foundation of all happinefs, 
and the fource of all real comfort both as it refpects the nation at 
large and cach individual—that where the do¢trines or precepts of 
the Chriftian revelation are denied, all obligations to morality are 
weakened, and the peace and welfare of fociety undermined.* 

*© Our acknowledgement of the wifdom, energy, and vigilance of 
the prefent Minifters ; of the great difficulties they have had to en. 
counter, not only in oppofing an enemy who has trampled on al! re- 
tigion and every facred principle of truth and juitice, which regulate 
the conduct of all civilized nations unhappily engaged in war; but 
all the confequences of the unexpected detection of allies, evidently 
in contradiction to their own true interefts ;—and the effects of a 
powerful oppofition from men of rank and ability in both Hovfes of 
Parliament—- who now appear to have been the dupes of the defperate 
planners of foreign invation, and of the leaders of a moft ferocious and 
bloodthirfty rebellion ; and from a total ignorance of the character, 
defigns, and conduct of the men with whom they affociated, and who 
they called and treated as their friends, have been made inftrumental 
in promoting their nefarious purpofes ; greatly multiplying the dif. 
ficulties of government, increafing the public expences, and mani- 
teitly injuring the country. 

«© An expreffion of the gratitude we ourfelves fee/, and which we 
think the nation at large owe, to his Grace the Duke of Portland and 
his friends, who, in the moment of real danger to the itate, forgot 
ali inferior confiderations and rallied round the throne and the couiti- 
tution to preferve them from that overthrow and ruin to which they 
faw them fo evidently expofed, as well from domeffic traitors, as from 
foreign enemies, 

‘6 Influenced by thefe motives and confiderations, it is the defire 
and purpofe of this focicty to devote a part of their time and fub- 
ftance to, and to unite in fuch endeavours as may appear calculated for, 
the prefervation of religion, loyalty, and patrioti{m, among all ranks 
of men, who have the happinefs to be our tellow-fubjects, and to live, 
protected by our laws,’’ &c. 








eee ee -- —_— -——-- =< - —_— —_ -_- 


* « Tn the Frontifpiece to the Anri-Jacosin Review and Ma- 
GAZINE, the Chrifttan Religion and Fuftice are the /upporters of the 
Crown, while the Torch of Truth fhines into the Cave of Jacobiniln, 

t 





Bock Clubs. 47S 


It is needlefs to obferve that thefe hints muft proceed from a man 
who entertains a jufi fenfe of the duties of a good Chrittian and a loyal 
fubjeét. Repeating our fincere with that they may meet with the 
mot extenfive encouragement, and that the plan itfelf may be generally 
adopted, we fhall offer fome brief remarks on the conduct of Book 
Clubs. It is a fatt, too notorious to be denied, that men who are 
difaffected to the religious and political inititutions of this country, 
make it a point to become members of thefe clubs, that they may 
have an opportunity of propagating their own principles, by excrcifing 
the privilege generally vefted in cach member of ordering a certain 
number of books within the year, for the ufe of the club. This cir- 
cumftance has tended, more than any Other, (excepting only the mif- 
chievous exertions of the Correiponding Society and other affociations 
of a fimilar defcription) to increafe the circulation of democratical 
and blafphemous productions, calculated to eradicate, from weak or 
half-informed minds, every principle of religion, and all fenfe of 
iblic duty. ‘The fame end has, in a certain degree, been promoted 
by another inftance of inattention among the well-difpofed members 
of the focietics in queftion. Few publications are purchafed until 
the lords paramount of literature, the Reviewers, have fixed on them 
the feal of their approbation. We were ourfelves prefent at a Book 
Club in the country, not long fince, which was attended by feven 
minifters of the eftablifhed church, all, but ove, men of found princi- 
ples, when a work was propofed to be purchafed, and a reference ac. 
tualiy made toa ‘facobin Review, in order to afcertain its merits. 
We particularly call the attention of all clergymen, who are members 
of Book Clubs, to the obfervations prefixed to the fecond divifion of 
our work; and we mutt exprefs a hope, that after our expofure of 
the profligacy of the Yacobin Reviews, they will never henceforth 
be referred to as awthority, in matters of religion or politics. Betides, 
it isa common practice with critics of this defcription, either to take 
no notice of a work which inculcates principles favourable to the 
conftitution, or not to notice it until, in their opinion, the period 
of its fale is pait. ‘The iad of notice which they take of fuch 
works ithcs been our bufinefs to demonftrate. 

The remedies which we would fuggett for thefe evils, that ap. 
pear to us to call for immediate removal, are very fimple, and eafy 
of adoption. Let a ftrict fcrutiny be made into the religious and 
political principles of every perfon propofed as a member; Ict the 
difficulty ot admiffion be increafed by adopting the mode of a private 
bailor, and rendering a fingle negative fufficient for the purpofe oi 
rewtion. Where difaffeéted men are aCtually members, let the 
club be diffolved, and anew one formed. With refpect to the choice 
of publications, every book propofed fheuld be fubject to the fame 
rule of rejection as is obferved in the eleGtion of members. P thaps, 
it might be more advifeable to trutt, Yor the chara¢ter of a book, to 
fome judicious friend or correfpondent in London, than to the accoun: 
of 4 Reviewer. 

hefe brief fugeeftions are fufceprible of extenfion and improve. 
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ment. They are merely offered to obviate the common objeCionas 
«© We fee the evil, but we know not how to remedy it.’’ This is a 
fubject of the firft importance, and it calls for immediate attention, 
It thould never be forgotten that the Prefs was the grand inftrument 
fo fuccefstully employed to fubvert the throne and the altar in France, 
where the circulation of jacobinical and irreligious books throughout 
the provinces in the firft years of the revolution was fo immente, as 
to fet all calculation at defiance; that the Prefs was the engine ufed 
by the traitors and rebels of Ireland ; and that the Prefs has been 
proclaimed by the feditious c/vbb:/s of the metropolis, as the mean 
of promoting difcontent, and exciting revolt in Great Britain. 
ae me 
Since the preceding obfervations were written we have been re. 
ferred to fome remarks on the fame fubje& which have appeared, at 
different times, in the Monthly Magazine. 'Thefe tend to ftrengthen 
our conviction of the arts employed, and the induftry exerted, by the 
difaffected to render Book Clubs, particularly thofe in the country, 
inftrumental to their own bafe defigns of overturning our conftitution, 
_ by the infafion of bad principles into the minds of the middle and 
lower claffes of people ; and they corroborate our opinion of the ne- 
ceflity of immediate attention to the rules and regulations which we 
have fuggefted for the conduét of the focieties in queftion, One of 
Mr. Phillips’s correfpondents fays, ‘ it appears that a very confider. 
able number of the/e excellent inftitutions have recently been fet on 
foot in various diftri€ts of North-Britain, and that they are already 
beginning to produce the Aappief effe@s upon the ftate of knowledge 
among the middling and laborious clafles in that country.’’ We 
may eafily conjeéture what kind of inftitutions appear excellent 
to, and what kind of effects are confidered as Aappy, by a man 
who ftyles the Monthly Magazine ‘ an extenfively u/eful mif- 
cellany.’’ This benevolent gentleman (for he aflumes the appel- 
lation of Benevolus) reccommends * the eftablifhment of various 
degrees of them, in every diftri€t of this ifland.’’ The re. 
commendation is feconded by another correfpondent, Mercatcr, who 
fpeaks rather more plainly as to the object of his wifhes. He com- 
plains of the inattention difplayed in the choice of publications. 
‘© This is particularly the cafe where the clergy have moft influence, 
or are put upon the conumittees. All books upon theological or po- 
litical {ubjects, differing from their own fentiments upon thefe topics, 
are then admitted with great reluctance, or indeed generally rejected ; 
whilft the writings of thofe who are in favour with our civil or eccle- 
fiaftical leaders, are voted in asa matter of courfe. If fuch partial 
pitiful condu& only affected the parties themfelves, it would be too 
trifling and contemptible to notice ; but when it deprives the reft of 
the fociety of their rights, and prevents free difcuffion upon all interett- 
ing topics, it becomes a ferious injury. Dr. Priestley, in his pathetit 
‘ Appeal to the Public’ concerning the riots at Birmingham, has 
iven feveral curious inftances of facerdotal interference and patty- 
{pirit, Many fimilar inftances might be collected from other oe 
Ww 
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where book clubs are founded, and the evil is increafing.’’ We 
fear not. 

A third correfpondent from Lincolnfoire informs Mr. Phillips, that 
the obfervations in his ** @dm:rable mifcellany’’ had made “ a very 
forcible impreffion’’ on him, and on many of his neighbours, who had 
accordingly formed a Book-Ciub, of courfe, on the plan and principles 
recommended above. And he adds, that ‘* fome labouring mecha- 
nics who have derived their ideas from the fame /ource’’ are alfo form- 
ing a fimilar fociety in the fame place. ‘* The Monthly Magazine," 
he fays, ‘* forms a part of our permanent eftablifhment !’’ 

A fourth correfpondent, calling himfelf Lider, after congratulating 
Mr. Phillips on ** the pleafing proof of the general circulation and 
utility of his mof? valuable magazine’ difplayed in “ the fubject’’ of 
the preceding letter from J.incolnthire, pays a high compliment to 
Mercator, and obferves, that * the evil he complains of is indeed 
real, increafing, and therefore fhould be carefully guarded again/t.’” 
He then fuggetts a mean of removing it. ‘* Let the committee be 
changed every three months, and let the new one be compofed of fuch 
members as fhall be drawn by the librarian out of an urn, containing 
the names of all the fociety, except the laft committee. By this 
means, all underhand combinations, clerical bigotry or party /pirit, 
will be prevented as much as poffible ; each member will have the 
opportunity of gratifying his own tatte, fubject to proper regulations, 
in the choice of books, and free difcuflion, fo effential to the f{pread 
of literary knowledge, be greatly promoted.”’ 

Thefe men have tufliciently explained ¢hezr object in the encourage. 
ment which they afford to the eitablifhment of Book Clubs to render 
any farther obfervations from us unneceflary. Nothing can be more 
clear, than that every effort is exerted by perfons difaffected to our 
eftablifhed church and to our political inftitutions, to encourage the 
circulation of fuch books as are inimical to both; and, thereby, to 
feduce from their duty and allegiance that clafs of readers whofe 
minds are leait fortified againft the jefuitical fophiftry and dangerous 
principles which they contain. ‘The regulations which we had re. 
commended, at the beginning of thefe obfervations, feem to us the 
beit calculated for fruftrating the projects of fuch propaganditts as the 
correfpondents of the Monthly Magazine, and the numerous fectaries, 
who think and aét with them, Some remedy fhould certainly be applied 
jo the evil of which we complain, and that without delays After 
purifying thofe Book Ciubs whofe members chiefly confit of the upper 
pari of the middle clafles of fociety; it will behove the clergy and 
gentry to’exercife a peculiar degree of vigilance in attending to the 
publications that are circulated, by means of a fubfcription, among 
the lower clafs of people; tradefinen, labourerss and artifans. ‘To 
prevent the infufion of poifon into the minds of this defeription of 
perfons, and to adminiiter antidotes where poifon has been infufed, 
ls a duty, to fanction a negleét of which, no poffible excufe can be 
found, and to enforce a due obfervance of which the moft potent con- 
fiderations combine. 

NO. IV. VOL. Is Kk POLICE, 
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E have frequently been furprized at the impunity allow. 
ed to the Debating Societics in the metropolis, which ap. 
ar to us to call moft imperatively for the active interpofition of 
the magiftracy. At fome of thefe, particularly the Wefminfey 
Forum, queftions of a political nature are conftantly difcutied, and 
the moft revolutionary principles openly avowed and promulgated, 
Nor is this the worft—religious topics are frequently brought under 
difcuffion, and the truth of the Chriftian doétrine of future rewards 
and punifhments publicly impeached. ‘The confequences of fuch 
debates are too obvious to require elucidation. That the mieetings 
in queftion come immediately within the provifions of the act for re. 
ftraining feditious meetings, no one, it is conceived, will venture 
to contend. Jf any doubt be entertained on the fubject, a reference 
to the 12th fe&ion of that aét will futlice to difpel it. We have 
heard that magiftrates have alledged as an excufe fos their inattivity 
the infufficiency of the funds appropriated to the payment of civil 
officers, for extraordinary fervices. We cannot give credit to the 
faét; as it would fix a reproach on that department of the ftate, 
which, we are perfuaded, it cannot deferve. 

On perufing the late Report of the Committee of Finance, on the 
fubjeét of the Police Offices, we obferved it fated, that the duties 
of thofe offices were all difcharged by the refpettive magiftrates ix 
perfor, The committee difplayed their wifdom in directing their 
enquiries to that object, as it is one of ferious importance. But, we 
are concerned to fay, that the ftatement is incorreét, fince, to our 
knowledge, one of the magiftrates at Weffminfter, and another at 
Hatton Garden, have other employments, and leave their magitterial 
duties to be performed by /wbfitutes. It is not meant to be infinu- 
ated that thefe duties are not @s qwell performed as they would be 
by the principals themfelves ; but the principals have been immedi- 
ately appointed by his Majefty, and, of courfe, were well known to 
the Secretary of State, by whom they were recommended. Now, 
if police magiftrates be once permitted to appoint fubftitutes, it is 
evident that the bufinefs of the police may be tranfacted by perfons of 
whom the Government has no knowledge, and in whom, of courfe, 
it can repofe no confidence. Betides the appointment of a fubftitute 
is a kind of interference with the privilege of the Secretary of State, 
finee it points out the individual on whom his choice is to fall in the 
event of a vacancy. There are other inconveniencies arifing from 
this irregular proceeding which it is needlefs to enumerate. 

‘The public tranquillity depends fo much on the due adminiftration 
of police in the capital, that it becomes an object of primary import- 
ance. We fhall, therefore, purfue our enquiries, and refume the fub- 
ject whenever it thall appear to us to be neceflary. 
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PORCUPINIANA ; 


OR, SCRAPS FROM PORCUPINE’S CAZETTE. 
Stone’s intercepted Correfpondence with Priefiley. 


Like much this fcoundrel’s calling his letter a kind of Supplement 

tothe New Annual Regifier. tis exceedingly charatterittic of 
the principles and views of that moft partial and vile publication, 
which is conducted by a /eVarian gang, and difperfed by a book- 
feller who uterits the execration of mankind. ‘The part of their Re. 
gifter for 1796, which relates to the difpute between the United 
States and France, is the moft infamous feries of falfehood and mif- 
reprefentations, that ever difgraced the pen of their little black. 
hearted srct. If [ live, I will, ina very few months, render their 
rafcality more extenfively known than their book. 

Facrs.——A certain Jacobin Judge in a neighbouring ftate, affifted 
by three Frenchmen and fome other gentry, (after being refufed the 
key of the church,) broke open the fanctuary, and introduced a mi- 
nifter, who, under pretence of preaching divinity, preached up their 
favourite dottrine of contention, ftrife, and all the other bleffings at- 
tending revolutionary fyftems. 

Extract FROM THE Gazette or THE Unitep Srates.— 
[ obferved on Saturday at the fire, fome feoundrel Frenchmen dif. 
playing the moft open marks of exultation at the alarming fituation 
of that important fafeguard of our city, the goal, nor did their in- 
fulting conduct itop here. With the moft atrocious effrontery, they 
exerted themfelves in deadening the exertions of the citizens by crof- 
fing the lanes, and endeavouring to confufe and obftruct the operations. 
They were doubtlefs of the internal Jacobin brood; and thefe things 
fhould convince us of the determined depravity and malice of the 
deteftable crew. What, indeed, ought to be expected of a French. 
man, who, after having been received, with open arms, into a 
friendly and hofpitable afylum, can be bafe enough to bear the 
bloody tri-colour, the emblem of rapacity, tyranny, and oppreffion, 
the enfign of bloodfhed, carnage, and maffacre? Can any man doubt 
that fuch a mifcreant poffefles a foul ripe for murder, treafons, plots, 
and dark confpiracies ? 


ADOLESCENS, 





THE THEATRE. 





ARLY in the month, a new Comedy, or rather Play, was 
brought forward, at Covent Garden Theatre, It is entitled 
Lovers’ Vows,’’ and is a tranflation from the German of Kor- 
zEBuE, the well-known dramatic writer. ‘The plot, which is 
fcarcely worthy of the name, is extremely fimple :—A young 
_ Baron feduces the daughter of a neighbouring farmer—None but 
zoblemen are guilty of {eduction in thefe exlightened days; it is a 
Kk 2 crime 
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crime which the German poets and profeffors never allow the foe, 
reign people to commit ;—he then joins the army, marries in a diftane 
province, has a daughter, buries his wife, and, after an abfence of 
many years, returns to that caitle near to which the object of his firk 
affections had refided.—She, in the mean time, has been difowned 
by her family, and, incapacitated by illnefs for exertions of induftry, 
is almoft literally ftarved to death, At this period the piece opens, 
—The lady, turned out of doors by a brutal innkeeper, is relieved 
by her own fon, who arrives, very apropos, from the army, in which he 
had ferved as aprivate, ‘This fon is the hero of the piece, and being 
a plebeian, and morcover, a baftard, he, of courfe, polietles every 

ible accomplifhment of mind and body. His feanty ttock of money 
Som gone, and his mother in want, he refolves to beg, and addrefles 
himielt to the Baron and a friend, whom he meets as they were 
thooting. The Baron gives him a fhilling—({(How fillings came to 
be current in Germany, where the feene lies, we are left to guefs,) 
He remonftrates on the inadequacy of the fum to the relief of his 
wants ; and the Baron refufing to increafe it, he draws his fabre, and 
attempts to rob him—but is fecured and conveyed a prifoner to the 
caftle. The Baron, foon atter, difcovers the robber to be his fon, 
and the robber difcovers the Baron to be his father, An interview 
enfues ; the Baron melts into tendernefs ; the fon affumes the lan: guage 
of reproach, ‘The latter, adopting the maxim of the followers of 
Ignatius, that the exd juftifies the means, deems his own conduct 
commendable ; he, theretore, fpeaks to his fathes in an authoritative 
tone, and infifts on his mother being brought to the caftle, and pub. 
licly married tothe Baron, in the prefence of the whole village. She 
is accordingly brought thither—the Baren rufhes into her arms, and 
the curtain drops. The Baron’s daughter, and his chaplain Dy who 
are in love with, and afterwards marry, each other, are ainiable and 
good characters ; though the latter, in an interview which he has 
with the fon while in prifon, is made to_tatk like a fool, where he 
has the faireft opportunity of difplay ing his fenfe. ‘The Baron's 
friend is intended to reprefent a French military petit-maitre (in the 
original, a German coxcomb) ; but he has neither the language, man. 
ners, nor addrefs of fuch a charaéter ;—though all French officers, 
without diftin¢tion, are fond of the diverfions of the field, and are, 
generally, expert fhooters ; this man is made to fay, that he never 
went a fhooting in his life ; ; and, though he is exprefs sly ftated to be 
a perfumed coxcomby and boatts of the excellence of his pomatum, he 
exhibited, on Covent Garden boards, a Jacobin cropped head, with 
out powder. It is difgufting enough to fee fo many of thefe heads 
among the audience, but the a¢tor who difplays fuch a head, efpe- 
cially when in violation of all the rules of propriety and decorum, 
deferves to be hifled from the {t: age. 

It is the evident tendency of this piece, as, indeed, of moft of the 
pieces of the modern German fchool, and of its difciples in this 
country, to render the upper clafles of fociety, objects of indignation 


or contempt ; and to confine all virtue, and every noble quality, 
the 
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the lower claffes of the community ; and, at the fame time, to pro- 
pagate and diffufe the principles of the xeav philofophijm: it is but 
jultice, however, to acknowledge, that Mrs. /xchbal/d, in preparing 
this play for the flage, has omitted many of the molt exceptionable 
paffages, and made fome judicious alterations. We judge of this 
from the ¢ranflation which has appeared by a Mifs Plumptree, (whofe 
time, we think, might be much better employed,) under the aufpices 
of Mr. Phillips, of whom we have had frequent occafion to make 
hononrable mention—a work which we fhall take an opportunity of 
noticing in our review.—The original, we have, in vain, endea- 
voured to procure. Notwith{tanding the detects of the piece, the 
fcantinefs of the author’s materials, and the exireme frivolity of fome 
of the early fcenes, it takes a {trong hold of the feelings—and fo far 
Korzesusy, and his tranflator, have difcharged oxe of the duties of 
a dramatift. But we are decidedly of opinion, that neither the tafte 
of a Britith public will be improved, nor their morals meliorated, by 
the importation of any productions of the German ftage, in the pre- 
fent {tate of German literature. 

The actors, in general, gave every poffible affiftance to the piece ; 
the beft exertions of dramatic fkill were evidently thofe of Mrs, John- 
fon in the heroine, Mrs, H. Johnfon in the daughter, and Murray 
in the Baron. Pope played the hero with fpirit, but not without 
affectation. He moxths too much. 








— —— = 


MONTHLY LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 


FOR OCTOBER, 1798. 





THEOLOGY. 


Aven occafioned by the Death of the Rev. D. 'Turner, M. A. 
of Abingdon, Berks, who died September 5, 1798, in the 8gth 
Year of his Age. By the Rev. John Evans. ais. Kwett. 
A Letter to the Rev. Jofeph Eyre, Vicar of St. Giles’s, Reading ; 
occafioned by his Vifitation Sermon, preached July 30, 1793. 
By a Friend to the late Hon. and Rev, William Bromley 
Cadogan. 6d. Grifiths. 

A Sermon, preached before the Chifwick Military Affociation, on 
Sunday, September 2, 1798. By the Rev. Thomas Herne, 
D. D. Matter of Chifwick School, and late Fellow of Trinity 
College, Oxford. 6d. Riwingtons. 


HISTORY. 


The New Annual Regifter, for 1797. 103.64. Rodbinfons. 


PHILOSOPHY. 

The Sixteenth Volume of the Tranfaétions of the Society inftituted 

in London for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and 
Commerce, with the Premiums offered in 1798. 5s. Rod/ow. 

POETRY. 


Shed) 2 aie one ae 
" ”. fetta aie 
Pat Ses ie " 




















452 MISCELLANIEZS. 


POETRY. NOVELS. 


Lyrical Ballads, with a few other Poems. 58. rch. 

Ode au Roi de la Grande Bretagne, gto. 2s. De Boffe. 

Poetical Trifles. By Elizabeth Moody. Small 8vo. Cade// & Davies, 

Arthur Fitz-Albini. A Novel. 2 Vols. 7s. fewed, White, 

The Subterranean Cavern. A Novel. By the Author of Delia ang 
Rofina. 4 Vols. 14s. Lane. 

The Confeflion of a Beauty. A Novel. 2 Vols. 6s. Lane, 

Henry de Beauvais. A Novel. 2 Vols. 6s. Lane. 

The Stranger, or Llewellyn Family. A Cambrian Tale. 2 Vols, 


9s. Lane. 


Oftavia. A Novel. By Anna Maria Porter. 3 Vols. ros. 6d, 


Longman. 
Lindor, or Early Engagements. A Novel. By the Author of the 
Englith Nun, &c. 2 Vols. 78. Trepuys. 


THE DRAMA. 

Courdge Rewarded; or, ‘The Englifh Volunteers. A Political 
Drama. 2s. Berry. 

Reformed in Time. A comic Opera. 1s. Cadel] and Davies, 

The Natural Son. A Play in Five Aéts. By Auguttus Von Kot. 
zebue, Poet Laureat, and Direttor of the Imperial Theatre at 
Vienna. Printed for R. Phillips! 25. 6d. Symonds. 

A complete Tranflation of Kotzebue’s Natural Son. A Play in Five 
Acts. By Stephen Porter, Efq. 2s. Richard/ons. 

A Day at Rome. A Mufical Entertainment in Two A@s, As it 
was damned,-at the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, on Thurf- 
day, Ottober 11, 1798. Cawthorne. 

Adelaide of Mulfingen ; a Tragedy in Four Aas, from the German 
of Kotzebue. By Benjamin Thomfon, jun. Efq. 2s. Vergor 
and Hood. 


POLITICS. 


Mercure Britannique. Nos. 4 et 5. Par J, Mallet du Pan. Prix 
zs. chaque. Se trouve chez l’auteur, No. 19, Woodftock Street, 
& chez tous les libraires. 

Detection of a Confpiracy formed by the United Irifhmen, with the 
evident Intention of aiding the Tyrants of France in fubverting 
the Government of the United States of America. By Peter 
Porcupine. rs. Wright. 

A Short Account of the principal Proceedings of Congrefs in the 
late Seflion ; with a Sketch of the State of Affairs between the 
United States and France, in July 1798. In a Letter from 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Efq. to one ot his Conftituents. 1% 
Wright. 

Buonaparte in Egypt ; or an Appendix to the Enquiry into his fup- 
pofed Expedition to the Eaft, exemplified. By an Officer in 
the Service of the Eaft India Company. 15, 6d. Cadell. 

A Timely 





Summary of Politics. 483 


ATimely Appeal to the Common Senfe of the People of Great Britain 
in general, and of the Inhabitants of Buckinghamfhire in parti- 
ticular, on the prefent Situation of Affairs. By John Penn, Efg. 
Sheriff of Buckinghamfhire. 2s. 6d. Matchard. 

A Letter to the Hon. Charles James Fox ; fhewing how Appearances 

‘ may-deceive, and Friendihip be abufed. 6d. Wright. 

An Oblique View of the Grand Confpiracy againtt Social Order ; or 
a Candid Inquiry, tending to thew what Part the Analytical, 
Monthly, Critical Reviews, and the New Annual Regifter, 
have taken in that Confpiracy. 18s. Mright. 

A Family Tale ; or a Story of Pitt, Fox, and O’Connor; with a 
Pretace and Notes. 1s. Hatchard. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Experienced Farmer; an entire new Work. By Richard Parkin. 
fon, Efg. of Doncafter. 2 Vols. 8vo. tl. as. Robin/ons. 

Elements of Military Tactics, conformable to the Syftem eftablifhed 
by his Majefty’s Order. By James Waakman, Efg. 2s. 
Egerton. 

The Studies of Nature. By Bernadin St. Pierre. 3 Vols. large 8vo. 
with Plates. 11. 1s. Lee and Hurf. 

Literary Hours ; or Sketches, Critical and Narrative. By Nathan 
Drake, Efg. M.D. 28. Cadell and Davies, 





HISTORY. 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN, 


N taking a retrofpe&tive view of the political tranfactions of the 
month, the Victory obtained by the Britifh Fleet in the Medi. 
terranean, under the command of Admiral Nelfon, whofe name would 
receive no additional luttre from any epithet which the language could 
fupply, forcibly obtrudes itfelf on the mind, as the fr abjea of 
hitorical notice. The particulars of this memorable a¢tion mutt 
have been read by every inhabitant of the ifland ; it would, there- 
fore, be a fuperfluous talk to repeat them; but it is a faét, little 
known, that when the Britifh Admiral began the engagement he had 
only ten fail of the line with him, the Culloden and two other fhips 
being out on a chace ; they foon, however, returned, and it was in 
leading thefe two fhips into action that the Culloden grounded; had 
fhe ftruck one minute later, her two comrades muft have thared the 
fame fate. This circumftance was certainly unfortunate; but there 
is not an officer in the Britifh navy that could better afford to lofe 
lis fhare of the glory of that day than Captain Trowbridge—his 
fame had already been rendered ere perennior. ‘The letters of this 
lant officer are replete with lamentations on the misfortune which 
tell him, and they breathe the fame fpirit of humility, that cha- 
ratteriftic 
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racteriftic mark of genuine merit, which diftinguifhed the admirable letses 
of Nelfon himfelf; of which we fhall only fay, that it was the pro. 
duétion of a Curist1an Hero. Valour, may of itfelf, fuffice to 
extort applaufe; but, when accompanied with piety, it juttifies ad. 
miration. 

The immediate, refult of this victory has been the addition of ning 
fail of the line to the Britifh navy, and the diminution of eleven {yj 
of the line to the French navy. Indeed the marine of our enem 
may ftrictly be faid to have received a fatal blow. More thay 
twelve months had been employed in preparing their flect for this 
expedition to Egypt, and the rich arfenal at Venice was exhautted in 
equipping it. They have not now the means of equipping another 
fleet. Befides all their beft officers and feamen had been feletted to 
command and man. the fleet-—feveral of the former had been bafe 
enough to exchange the fervice of their Sovereign for that of his af. 
faffins, Moft of them were deftroyed. The lofs of the French 
(without including the wounded and taken) amounted to 5,225 men, 
The annals of the Britifh navy do not prefent another inftance of a 
victory fo glorious and fo decifive as this, whether we confider the 
fuperiority of the enemy, arifing from their fituation, ftill more than 
from the number of their guns ; or the proportion of their fleet taken 
and deftroyed. In its effects upon the general affaits of Europe, its 
importance exceeds al] caleulation. 

The numerous fleet of tranfports which had ferved to convey the 
French army to Egypt, had, with fome few fhips of war, taken tee 
fuge in the harbour of Alexandria, where they were pertectly fecure 
from any attack which the Britith f{quadron, unprovided as it was with 
bomb-veffels and fire-fhips, could poilibly make upon them. Admiral 
Nelfon, however, after his victory, fent to Conftantinople for thofe 
neceflary implemeuts of dettru¢tion, which, in all probability, were 
immediately forwarded, fince official intelligence has been received 
by the Britifh government, that the object for which they were 
wanted has been completely accomplifhed. This intelligence was 
firit received officially by the Ottoman Minifter, by whom it was 
communicated to the Imperial Internuncio at Rome. By the latter 
it was tranfmitted to Baron Thugut, who imparted it to Sir Morton 
Eden, by whom it was fent to Lord Grenville. From ‘thefe dif- 
patches it appears, that ALL THE VESSELS IN THE HARBOUR OF 
ALEXANDRIA WERE DESTROYED ON THE FIRST OF SEPTEMBER. 
No particulars of this affair have yet been received. C»ptain Hood 
being the oldeft captain in the fquadron left at Alexand:ts, muft have 
cominanded on the occafion. Captain Trowbridge had been obiiged 
to go to Naples, in order to have his fhip repaired, which had re- 
ceived fo much damage when the ftruck of the mouth of the Nile, a 
to have a large hole -made in her bottom, which was only fecured by 
canvas. 

The fame difpatches alfo brought the important intelligence, that 
the inhabitants of Malta had rifen upon the Frenchy and driven them 
into the forts, which they afterwards furrounded, to the number 4 
13,000 armed men, and reduced the French to the neceility of offering 
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terms of capitulation, Thefe terms were, however, rejected by the 
Maltefe, who infifted that they fhould furrender at difcretion. The 
Guillaume Tell, the French flag fhip which efcaped from Alexandria, 
lay in the harbour of Malta, with a French frigate. Another frigate 
had failed, probably with a view to give information to the Directory 
of the ftare of Malta, but was clofely putfued by an Englith frigate, 
the Terpfichore. 

In another quarter cur naval forces have obtained a fignal advan- 
tage over the enemy, and have totally defeated their favourite object 
of reviving the flames of rebellion in Ireland. The fquadron, fitted 
out for this purpofe, failed from Breit, and confifted of one fhip of the 
line, Le Hoche, eight frigates, and three fmall veffels, Of thefe, 
the Hoche and three frigates have been captured by Sir John Borlafe 
Warren, an officer of approved merit, and a fourth frigate by the 
Melampus, on the Irifh coaft ; and a fifth off Ufhant, on her return 
to France, by the Fifhguard, after a fharp action. So that the whole 
force, excepting three frigates, and the three fmall veffels, have al- 
ready been brought into the Britifh ports. It is worthy of remark 
that the Fifhguard was a Republican frigate, which had been em- 
ployed to land the French banditti, on the Welch coaft, near Fifh- 
guard Bay (whence fhe was afterwards named) and was, on her re- 
turn, taken by an Englith frigate. A confiderable number of troops, 
with a quantity of military ftores, have been taken on board thefe 
fhips, but the exact amount of them has not yet been afcertained,— 
The Leander, of 50 guns, difpatched by Admiral Nelfon to Lord 
St. Vincents, is faid to have fallen in with a Venetian fhip of 74 
guns, difpatched from Toulon to join Admiral Brueys, and to have 
been taken, after a brifk aétion, in which both fhips fuft#ined con. 
fiderable damage. But though this has been inferred from the dif. 
patches received, it appears to be a fact that requires confirmation ; 
as does the intelligence of the lofs of the Genereux, a French 74, faid 
to have funk off Malta. 

When we contemplate our naval atchievements, during the prefent 
war, we cannot forbear to congratulate our countrymen on the infur- 
mountable obftacles which our navy affords to the attainment of the 
ultimate views of the regicidal ufurpers of France. At no period of 
our hiftory could the Britifh navy boaft of fo many able and gallant 
commanders ; at no period was our maritime fuperiority fo com- 
pletely eftablidhed; at no period were the naval affairs of this coun- 
try directed with fo much wifdom, vigilance, aétivity, and {kill. 
W hen we fee a nobleman of high rank and fplendid fortune, neglect. 
ing all the pleafureable gratifications which thefe advantages place 
within his reach, facrificing a very confiderable portion of his do. 
meftic comforts, paying a more clofe and indefatigable attention than is 
even expected from any clerk in his office, and devoting his whole 
time to a fteady and faithful difcharge of the important duties of his 
fituation, we at once exult in the virtues which have been fo frequently 
manifefted by a true Britifh ariftocracy, and regard the immediate 
fubject of our contemplation as an object of national gratitude. 

Soon after the news of Admiral Nelfon’s victory was received, the 
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editor of tha: low Jacobin print, The Courier, anxious, no doubt, to 
revive the drooping fpirits of his friends, (and, if report do not lie as 
much as himfelf, they much wanted foie fimilar cordial,) very 


‘ obligingly, by the mere magic of a pen, created for the French Re. 


public, a moft formidable navy, confifting of no lefs than 73 thips of 
the line and 107 frigates. Whether this curious lift was fent by 
Citizen Niou, whether it was fent from Calais, or whether it was of 
mere Anglo-Gallic fabrication, we know not, but we pronounce it, 
without hefitation, a moft impudent forgery. It contains many thips 
which have long fince been declared wholly unfit for fervice, others 
in a fimilar ftate, though not formally pronounced unferviceable, 
others which have long fince been takcn, others that appear sqwice 
under different names, (arifing, perhaps, from the circumttance of the 
Jegicides having re-named feveral of their thips after the murder of 
their Sovereign,) others which have been loft, and others which 
never had exiftence. We are farther told, that the fhips ftolen 
from the Venetians and the Maltefe, and the new fhips built 
within the Jaft year, are not included in this lift. The editoy, 
indeed, with an affeétation of candour that he feldom thinks 


“jt prudent to difplay, adds, that ‘* it is to be /wppofed that many of 
‘the fhips are unfit for fervice.’’ But this flender veil will not fuffice 


to conceal the infamy of the attempt. We will, hereafter, give our 
readers a corre€t account of the French navy ; for the prefent we 
fhall content ourfelves with ftating, that, from the beft information 
we have been able to obtain, the French have not, at this time, in 
all parts of the world, more than ¢hirty-tavo fail of the line. We 
have the fatisfaction of informing our readers that this Jacobin 


rint has been expelled from the news-room at Taunton, in Somer- 
pe ; 


‘fetthire, by the unanimous vote of the fubfcribers, We truf 
‘this good example will {peedily be followed throughout the king- 


dom. We think it neceflary to ftate, at the fame time, for the in- 
formation of a numerous defcription of perfons, the publicans, that 
their own paper, ‘The Publicans’ Advertifer,’’ has, of late, become 
a vehicle for the propagation of democratical principles. Many of 
the proprictors are, no doubt, men of loyal fentiments, and it behoves 
them iminediately to remedy this evil. Ie will otherwife become a 
duty, on the part of the magiftrates, to exercife thezr power, in the 
renewal of licences, with peculiar circumfpettion. Many public. 
houfes, we know, are the property of brewers and diftrllers, and all 
brewers and diftillers are not * loyal men and true.’’? But of this 
more hereafter. 

We heartily congratulate the city of London on the iffue of the late 
election of a Chief Magitlrate. Not merely the Livery of London, 
but the whole community aro highly indebted to the truly -patriotic 
exertions of Mr. Edward Kemble, and of his worthy aflociates, 
the laudable tafk of defeating the machinations of low adventurers 
and clamorous democrats, and of placing the Livery upon that foot- 
ing of refpectability which ought to diftinguifh the firft commercial 
city in the world. Wehave heard fome ftrange ftories refpecting the con- 
duct of a citizer to the late matter of a gaming-houfe in St. James's 
Street. We fhall make it our bufinefs to inveitigate the tranfattion 
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to which we allude, in order that it may-be laid before the public in 
its proper colours. We will ever hold up vice to deteftation, whe. 
ther it be conceaied beneath the robes of a Peer, or the paraphernalia 
of an Alderman.—We fhall take leave to put one plain abftra¢t quef- 
tion to the Court of Aldermen, wholly unconne¢ted with the preced- 
ing enquiry—If any men were to be fo profligate as to propofe a 
known gambler and u/urer as a proper perfon to hold an office of high 
truft and honour in the city of London, would not they regard fuch 
men as a difgrace to their body ? 

The Parliament will certainly meet at the latter end of November, 
unlefs fome circumftance fhould intervene to change the prefent inten- 
tions of the Miniftry. A grand plan of taxation muft, of courfe, 
be fubmitted to the Houfe of Commons at an early part of the enfu- 
ing feffion. The object of this plan will be to prevent, in future, 
the numerous and moit fcandalous evafions of the laft act tor increafing 
the affefled taxes. That att will, in all probability, be repealed ; 
and, as a fubftitute, and a farther refource for mecting the exigencies 
of the ftate, a certain proportion of every man’s annual income, to be 
_ varied, no doubt, according to its amount, will be required. We 

have reafon to believe, that the principle has been admitted, but that 
nothing more than the general outline of the plan has yet been formed, 
It is probable, that, atter the proportion to be exacted from each in. 
dividual has been fettled by Parliament, it will be required that the 
individual {hall pay a certain portion of hisincome, ot /e/s than the 
proportion fixed, to commiffioners appointed for the purpofe, and 
{worn to fecrecy ; that if fuch commiflioners fhall be fatisfied that the 
fum paid really amount to fuch proportion, no farther enquiry will 
be made ; but if they fhall have reafon to entertain a different opinion, 
they will be authorized to interrogate the party upon oath, and to 
intitute fuch an enquiry as will futhce to afcertain the faét.—Such is 
theoutline of the propofed plan ; but itis a plan of fo much importance, 
thar, before it can be reduced into a regular form, for practical ap- 
plication, it muft neceffarily undergo much ferious confideration, and 
a variety of modifications, ‘The principic, in our opinion, cannot 
be meliorated. To proportion the contribution, as far as may be, to 
the ability of the perfon contributing, is the beft poflible principle of 
taxation. 

While our gallant tars were employed in gathering laurels 
abroad, a factious demagogue was occupied in fowing the feeds of 
diffention at home. On the roth of October, Mr. Fox met a party 
of his conftituents at the Shakfpeare, in order to celebrate his elec- 
tion for Weitminiter, and he eagerly feized that opportunity of deli- 
Vering his fentiments on public affairs, in a place where he was not 
expoted to the danger of contradiction. We cannot fuffer his fpeech 
to pafs wholly without notice, though we fhall referve our difcuflion of 
the Ptincipal topics which it embraced for a future occafion, when we 
mean to pourtray his character, and, of courfe, to bring forward the 

prominent features of his political life. On the grofs indecency 

of a Reprefentative of the People neglecting his duty in Parliament, 
and choofing a tavern as the place for promulgating his opinions in 
Liz preference 
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preference to the Senate, we hall forbear to comment. The expe, 
dient was originally adopted at the fuggeftion of Mr. Ertkine, and jr 
is worthy of him. It fuits, moreover, the extent of his capacity, 
The adoption by Mr. Fox of Gilbert Wakefield’s opinions, that jo 

blifher ought to be profecuted for a libel when the author ayows 

imfelf, excites no aftonifhment. Mr. Fox has become fo profligate, 
that, we are convinced, he would adopt the opinion of Satan himfelf, 
if he could render it inftrumental to the infliction of cenfure on hii 
political opponents, or to the fufcitation of difcontent among the 
people. As to the opinion itfelf, it is beneath notice. When a 
man fertoufly maintains that a recetver of ftolen goods fhould not be 
punifhed when the thief can be found, we may pity, but thal! not 
feek to convince, him.—The very proper conduct of Lord Onflow 
in declining the proffered fervices of the patriotic Mr. Tierney is, 
naturally enough, cenfured by the friend and affociate of the party 
rejected. 

Surely never was the underftanding of any aflembly ofmen fo grofsly 
infulted as was that of theperfons here met, by Mr. Fox’s obfervations 
on Ireland. That Mr. Fox, after the trials at Maidftome, and the 
confeffions at Dublin, fhould have the unfecling effrontery to advert to 
fuch a topic, almoft exceeds credibility ; and that he fhould take nor 
the fmalleft notice of the palpable contradi¢tion by the traitors of 
the whole purport of the evidence delivered on the trial, but renew all 
the ftale }ying imputations of tyranny, cruelty, and imjuftice to the 
government of Ireland, is an inttance of fuch determined profligacy as 
feldom difgraces even the annals of fa¢tion itfelf! 

He proteffes to * execrate cruelty.’ But what in his eftimation 
conftitutes crve/ty? The juit punifhment of rebels and traitors. Thefe 
are the fole objects of 4:s commiferation. Thefe, exclufively, com- 
mand Ars pity, and extort zs tears. ‘The murder, in cold blood, 
of loyal nobles, gentry, and ycomanry ; the numberlefs aCts of atro- 
cious. barbarity committed on the proteitants of Ireland; the confla- 
gration of their houfes ; the deftruction of their property ; the maf. 
tacre of their families ; the violation of their wives and daughters ; 
hundreds and thoufands flying from their habitations to efcape thefe 
multiplied enormities, committed by the patriotic followers of the 
O’Connors, the Quigleys, and the Bonds; thefe have not calleé 
forth, from the tender and humane mind of Mr. Fox, one folitary 
Jamentation, one fingle expreflion of regret !—Good Heavens! and is 
this mana Briton? And are there Britons fo bafs as to lavith their 
adulatory incenfe at 4:5 thrine, fo profligate as to prone 47s virtues! 

Mr. Fox, im one part of his declamation, alludes to his relation, 
Lord Fdward Fitzgerald, and evidently means to include in his 
general cenfures the Act of Attainder paffed upon that confpicuous 
traitor. ‘This, indeed, has beena topic of abufe with all the Jacobit 
prints, whofe fapient conductors have maintained that the circum. 
ftance of Lord Edward having died without being brought to trial, 
fhould have exempted him from this act of feverity. So that the 
commiilion of a fecond crime, according to thefe legal Quidnuncs, 
fhould exempt aman from the natural effects of a firft. If Lord Ed- 
ward had been quictly taken, tried, and convicted, no objection could 
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Have been ftarted to the proceeding. But, becaufe he vigilantly 
eluded the efforts made to fecure his perfon; committed murder on 
one of the officers fent to apprehend him; and received a mortal 
wound in confequence of his attempt to affaffinate another; he is to be 
confidered as innocent, and his memory, forfooth! purified from all 
pollible pollution! It is a wafte of time to controvert fuch miferable 
nonfenfe. We fhall only obferve, that the government made every 

fible exertion to bring Lord Edward to trial; that his guilt has 
been eftablifhed beyond all poflibility of doubt; and that, in no pe- 
riod of our hiftory, did acts of treafon fo imperioufly call for the rigid 
exercife of the utmoft feverity of the law, as at this epoch, when the 
machinations of domeftic traitors are immediately directed at the fub. 
vertion of the throne, and the total diffolution ofall the bonds of fociety. 

But the greateft infult which. this demagogue offered to his con- 
ftituents, was his grave, folemn advice, recommendation, and exhor- 
tation to them, fo obey the laws; in other words, not to be rede/s and 
traitors. A Magittrate may exhort a riotous mob, or a Judge recom. 
mend acquitted felons, to pay obedience to the laws; but this is the 
firt time, we conceive, that a Reprefentative of the People had the 
impudence to give fuch advice to a peaceable body of his electors. 
Either Mr. Fox mutt have conceived that the general tenor of his 
fpeech was fuch as to make the company believe that ¢ refitance was 
rather a queftion of prudence than of duty ;’’ or, in other words, to 
create in them a difpofition to violate the laws; or he muft have 
known them to be men whofe general characters rendered fuch advice, 
recommendation, and exhortation indiipenfibly neceifary. At all 
events, the infult was fuch that, we are convinced, it will appear to 
all men who have any fenfe of honour, that a tame acquicfeence in it is 
calculated to imprefs a belief that it was deferved. 

The adirmation, that to fend Reprefentatives to Parliament is only 
to fend “ men for the fale purpofe of being emplived to regifter the edits 
of a minifier,’’ is a libel upon Parliament fo grofs, that the man who 
uttered it, ought, the moment the Parliament ineets, to be fent to the 
Tower, and brought to condign punifhment. Ir was for a hbel, 
precifely fimilar, that the propricror of the Morning Chronicle futferrd 
three months imprifonment in Newgate; a punifhment infinitcly too 
flight for the offence. 

Mr. Fox has declared his determination ‘* act to fit any more in 
Parliament,’? and then, aware of the ftrength of the argument which 
we formerly employed to fhew the neceffity of vacating his feat, and 
the juftice of which even Ae could not queftion, pledged himfelf that 
a fingle hint from any confiderable body of his conftituents fhould 
fuffice to make him inftantaneoully refign his fituation. After enter- 
ing our folemn proteft againf{t the uncomtitutional doctrine implied 
in'this appeal to his immediate conftitucnts, as if he were their dele 
fate, and not a reprefentative of the aggregate body of the people ot 
England, we hall exprefs our firm hope, that the A:wt will fpecdiiy 
be given, And, for this purpofe, we call upon Mr. Churchill, o: 
fome other public-fpirited man, in the city of Weftminfter, to convene 
2 refpettable meeting of electors without delay. 
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It is worthy of remark, that while Mr. Fox exhorts his followers 
to obey the laws, he takes care to tell them, that they have no chance 
of ty their loft rights by fuch obedience, or of producing 
a change in that ftate of things, the exiftence of which he fo deeply 
deplores. And he had before told them that it is their “ urgent 
duty to provide an adequate and efficient remedy,’’ for the invafion 
of thefe rights. Now if that evilis not be be remedied by obedience 
to the laws, we fhould be glad to know what remedy it is that Mr, 
Fox fo ftrenuoufly exhorts them to provide. 

Refolved that no opportunity for abufing the Minifters thall efcape 
him, he aaticipates the taxes to be propofed in the enfuing Seflion, 
and condemns them i# toto, ‘The toaits given on this occation were 
highly appropriate—the houfes of Ruffel and Holland—Meff. Sheridan, 
Erfkine, Grey, Tierney, W. Smith, and Byng—A hopeful groupe! We 
wonder that Thelwall, Jones, ‘Tooke, and the Correfponding Crew were 
forgotten. Then followed the favourite toaft of Robefpierre, and of 
the five tyrants of France—‘* The Majefty of the People, and the caufe 
of Liberty all over the world ;’’—and ‘* A fpeedy Peace with the 
French Republic ;’? in other words, Succe/s to the French Republic, 
But of this more hereafter; we fhall, for the prefent, leave this lof, 
degraded man, to fink his talents in the filthy pool of fa¢tion, and to 
wallow in the beaftly mire of mobocracy. 

In Ireland, the tranquillity of the country, and the fecurity of its 
inhabitants, are ftill fubject to frequent interruptions from the depre. 
dations of the rebels, who, more formidable from their audacity than 
their numbers, have hitherto eluded the active vigilance of our troops, 
Meanwhile the members of that party which has univerfally oppofed 
every attempt to fupprefs the rebellion, or to punifh the rebels, en, 
couraged, no doubt, by the fyftem of lenity which has been recently 
adopted, procured an addrefs to be prefented to the Viceroy, by one 
of the municipal companies of Dublin, fimilar to that which we 
formerly noticed, and which was compofed by Mr. Curran and his 
aflociates. The object of this addrefs was to compliment the prefent 
Lord Lieutenant at the expence of his predeceffor, and, by beftowing 
commendations on the lenient meafures which the former has deemed 
it expedient to purfuec, to condemn (though tacitly) the line of con- 
duct which had been obferved by the latter. In this, however, as 
in the former inftance, the party was difappointed ; for the Viceroy, 
in his anfwer, with equal truth and judgement, afcribed his ability 
to adopt thofe proceedings, which were now fo loudly praifed, to the 
rigorous fteps which had been previoufly adopted for the purpoie ot 
bringing the rebellion to a fpeedy termination. 

The tame judgement was difplayed in the {peech of the Lord Licute- 
nant, on the prorogation of the Parliament, on the 6th of October. Ad- 
verting to the late fituation of the kingdom, he obferved, ‘ the fouleft 
and darkeft confpiracy was formed, and long carried on by the i. 
placable enemy of theie realms for the total extinG an of the confirtutiiy 
and for the foparation of his Majefty’s kingdom of Ireland. from Great 
Britaix, By the unremitting vigilance of my predeceffor in this 
government the treafon had been detected, the apprehention of the 
principal confpirators, and the /alutary measures ewijely adopted, 
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checked its progrefs ; and, through your fagacious diligence, it has 
been developed in all its parts, and traced to all its fources. A dan. 
gerous and wicked rebellion, the confequence of that confpiracy, has 
been, in a great meafure, fubdued, 

“ Religion, that greateit comfort and fupport of mankind, has 
been moit wickedly perverted to the purpofe of inflaming the wort of 
pailions ; and the vileit arts have been ufed to perfuade the ignorant 
and uawary, that, ina reign which has been marked by a yeries of 
indulgences to all fe@s of Chriftians, it is the intention of his Ma. 
jelty’s government to opprefs, and even to extirpate, that defcription 
of his Majefty’s fubje¢ts who have received repeated and recent marks 
of its favour and protection.”’ 

The Viceroy pays a tribute of jultice to the regulars, militia, and 
yeomanry of Jreland, which amply confutes all the vile calurnnies with 
which the jacobinical faction in both countries long aflailed their cha- 
raters. ‘Tothe propriety of the following obfervations we heartily fub- 
feribe: “ From the dangers which have furrounded vou, and which 
you have overcome, you mutt be fenfiblethat your security can only be 
preferved by perfevering vigilance and INCREASING ENERGY. You 
will not fuffer your efforts to relax, and you may be aifured of my 
zealous endeavours to fecond your exertions. Our hopes and our 
objects are the fame; that the deluded and the difaffected be reclaim- 
ed: but if an endeavour fhall be made to abufe the Royal Mercy, and 
to form frefh confpiracies in the profpect of impunity, offended juitice 
will then be compelled to extend to the obdurate criminal the full mea- 
fure of his punifhment.”’ 

We trutt that the interval of the recefs will be employed in fram- 
ing fuch a political fyftem for the future governinent of Ireland, as 
will eftablifh its peace, profperity, and happinefs, on a folid and per- 
manent bafis, ‘To us, it appears, that this defirable object can only 
be attained by an unrton of the two countries, whofe intereits are fo 
clofely interwoven as not to admit of feparation. Ireland, rendered 
an integral part of the Britifh empire, might be admitted to a more 
ample participation in the commercial advantages of England, than, 
in her prefent fituation, fhe can be entitled to expect. Other arrange- 
ments might alfo be made favourable to the extention of her opulence, 
and {till more beneficial from their tendency to accelerate the progrefs 
of civilization, among her wild and untutored hordes, and, confe- 
quently, to encourage that fpirit of induitry which conftitutes a 
natiou’s bett prop and refource. Such an union would prove a death- 
blow to the hopes of our enemies, foreign and domettic. 

Our naval victory in the Mediterranean has already been produc- 
tive of the happieft effects, in giving {pirit and vigour to the councils 
and operations of many of the continental powers. ‘The Grand 
‘Signior has ftepped forward with becoming firmnefs ; he has not hefi- 
tated to declare this victory to have been of effential fervice to his 
empire, and to be deferving of a public acknowledgement. And, in 
his manifefto, he has difplayed a juftnefs of conception, a foundnefs 
of judgement, and a fund of good fenfe, which have very feldom 
been evinced by any of the European powers, He appreciates the 
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conduét of the French, and expofes their hypocrify, ambition, and 
rfidy in the cleareft and ftrongeft point of view. ‘The policy of the 
Directory was never better characterized than in the following thort 
fentence—‘* Blinded by pride and vanity, they have forgotten every 
thing that ts called principle, and not a word they utter 1s entitled tq 
belief. Their arbitrary measures of violence have no other obje 
than to loofen the bands of union in all nations; for which purpofe 
they have recourfe both to fecret arts, and to open fire and /word, 
They mean to ere@, ig all parts, weak republics, which France can 
rule, and thus proceed to enflave the world /??——The Ottoman and 
Ruffian fleets formed a jun¢tion on the zoth of September, and pro. 
ceeded to the Archipelago, whence, there is little doubt, but that 
the French will be {peedily expelled. A Ruffian army, of confider. 
able force, has already entered the Auftrian territory, and the Empe- 
ror of Germany has taken every poflible precaution for oppofing the 
common enemy with effeét. One of the moft wife and falutary mea. 
fures which he has adopted, is the difmiffion of four thon/and of his 
officers ; for to their perfidy and treachery may chiefly be imputed the 
difafters which befel the Imperial forces in the laft campaign in Italy, 
He was right to crufh all domeftic traitors before he refumed a con. 
teft, hil ¢ can only end in the annthilation of the French republic, 
or the deftruction of the German empire. ‘The die once caft, no al. 
ternative will remain. ‘The country of the Grifons will probably be 
the firft fcene of aétion. ‘The Emperor, feconded as he is by the in- 


habitants, ought immediately to enter that country, the poffeffion of 


which is of the utmoft importance to the future operations of the 
war. On the one hand it will facilitate the recovery of Switzer- 
land, and open to the Imperial armies an entrance into France, in a 
art ‘that i is wholly unprotected by fortified towns. On the other, it 
will enable the French to complete and fecure the conqueft of Switzer. 
land, and even give them an eafy paflage into the Tyrol. Under 
thefe circumftances, if the Emperor wait until the enemy fhall have 
itricken the firft blow, his folly may be deplored but cannot be excufed. 

The Congrefs at Raftadt ftill continues ; but the notes and counter- 
notes are fo frequent and fo different, that no rational opinion can 
be formed of the real ftate of this endlefs negociation. At all 
events, fhould the Princes of the empire be weak enough to fign a 
delufive treaty, that circumftance would have but little influence on 
the grand conteft between the great powers. 

The King of Pruffia ftill remains undecided ; while the direforial 
agents are bufily employed in corrupting the minds of his fubjetts, 
and feducing them from their allegiance. It is a fat, that fifty 
Yacobix emi/f: rries were fent from Paris for the fpecial purpofe of 
debauching the Pruffian armies; and that eleven of them adually 
gre sceeded to the capital of the kingdom. A near relation of the 
8 ’s was informed of their arrival and of their errand ; but, in- 

tead of taking any meafures for apprehend’ ng them, he coolly ob- 
ferved, La police des furveillera—* The police will keep an eye on 
them.’’ The firft ftaff officer in the Pruffian army, ftationed on the 
frontiers of Germany, to guard the line of demarcation, isa decided 
Jacobin,——It was lately obferved, by a Pruilian, in the prefence of 
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feveral Pruffian officers, that the King did not dare to enter into a new 
coalition—Such a ftep would occafion his depofition /// When fuch facts 
as thefe are tolerated, and fuch language as this is fuffered to pafs with 
impunity’ no condutt of the monarch, however abfurd, can excite atto- 
nifhment, But is not this Prince aware of the dangers to which he is 
expofed by his unnatural neutrality ?- Does he not know that the French 
have offered the Emperor the pofleffion of Bavaria, on the death of the 
Elector; and that they may be tempted to make him ftill more alluring 
offers, in order to procure his confent to their projects of aggrandize- 
ment on the Rhine? Nay ave have good reajon to believe that /uch 
offers, including the ecffion of Mantua and the adjacent country, have 
wery lately been made. Were the Emperor influenced-by the fenri- 
ments which a¢tuate 4s conduct, thole offers would be accepted ; it 
is therefore the intereft, as much as it is the duty, of the Pruflian Mo- 
narch to ftrengthen, by his acceflion, that league, which has for its 
object the refiftance of a power, which has fworn hatred to all Mo. 
narchy,. and which has devoted all Monarchs to deftru¢tion, 

At Naples a determined {pirit of patriotifm prevails in the King, 
and among the people, and every exertion is mak ing to meet the 
threatened attack of the French. ‘The co-operation of the Englith 
fleet will be of effential fervice to the Neapolitans, and will atford 
eifectual protection to Sicily. 

We are precluded, by the length of our preceding obfervations, 
from entering into a particular account of the prefent fituation of 
France. We can only obferve, that the fyitem of Robefpierre is com. 
pletely renewed in that country und its dependencies ; in which we 
include Switzerland, and all the muthroom Republics in Italy. We 
fhould indeed regret extremely our inability to complete the picture of 
revolutionized Italy, begun in a former number, if the fubject had 
not been recently difcufled by the firtt political writer of the age. ‘To 
the fifth number of M. Mallet du Pan’s periodical work, jutt pub. 
lnhed, we refer our readers for an admirable defeription of the prefent 
tate of Italy.  "Vhere the Directory have * deitroyed the elementary 
principles of the Republics which they haye eretted, by robbing them 
of their only attraction —ndependence. From the ferocious Jacobin 
to the peaceful proprietor, in town and in country, in every clafs of 
lociety, all imprecate the deitruction of thete foreign defpots.’’ ‘The 
Directory, in defpair at the deftruction of their navy, vent their 
impotent rage in vain denunciations of vengeance againit Great Bri. 
tain, But, in erder to impote on the credulous flaves who are fub- 
lected to their power, they fend forth trom their proftituted preffes 
fabricated accounts of the rapid progrefs of their minion, Buonaparte, 
and of his fuccefsful exertions in revolutionizimg the Kgyvptians. ‘The 
Jaeans cf detecting thefe lies, however, have been acquired by the 
capture of all the letters fent from the French army in Egypt to their 
rtends and fainilies in Europe. From thefe we know that their fitu- 
ation is confidered, by themlelves, as defperate ; andeven Rucvaparte, 
ma confidential communication to his brother, reprefents the object 
of the expedition as completely unattainable. He obferves that, at 
the age of 2g, he is fickened with glory, and his whole letter betrays 
difguit, defpondence, and defpair, It is to be prefumed that the re. 
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colleétion of the enormous crimes which this leader of a bandittj 
committed and tolerated in Italy, will not, at this trying moment 
f{upply his mind with very potent means of confolation! : 

Military requifitions ave enforced by the bayonet throughout the 
Republic ; ali the remaining youth of France are forcibly dragged 
from the bofoms of their families, and conveyed in handcuffs to the ar. 
mies, like Lord Lauderdale’s ‘‘ wolunteers’’ in the time of bis good 
friend Briffor. Even the places of public amufement are furroundcd by 
troops, and fuch part of the audience as are capable of bearing arms, are 
feized and enlifted. In fhort, the tyranny now exercifed and efta. 
blithed in France is infinitely more dangerous and difgufttul than the 
defpotifin of Robefpierre. ‘The guillotine, indeed, is not permanent, 
but the mufquet ferves as afubititute, and great numbers are now {hior, 
for emigration, or difaffection. The Directory, at their pleafure, 
put towns in @ flate of freze, to ufe their own nonfenfical jargon ; that 
is, deprive their inhabitanis of all rights, natural and political, and 
fubject their lives and property tothe arbitrary mandate of five low 
mifereants, whofe origin is unknown, (with the exception of one of 
them,) and whofe vices exceed all the recorded profligacy of ancieng 
times. In the fame defpotic manner, thefe men have deftroyed all 
liberty of fpeech and of the prefs, and the fmalleft impeachment of 
their wifdom or virtue, the lea‘t attempt at the promulgation of truth, 
the leat difplay of an independent fpirit, is fufficient to incur punith. 
ment, and to produce a directorial order for the ftoppage of a paper. 
Hence all the Paris Gazettes are replete with the moit tulfome adulation 
of the Directors, or the moft impudent lies, in refpeét of public af. 
fairs. And yet thefe precious ettufions of Republicanifm trequently 
appear in Britifh prints without obfervation or comment! Some par. 
tial difturbances have arifen in different parts of France, in confe. 
quence of the requifitions, and in fome few places the young men have 
withdrawn themfelves, in bodies, into the woods, with an avowed 
determination to refift any troops that may be fent againft them, But 
fo long as the army remain attached to the Directory, no ferious op- 

fition to their meafures can be expected. They are univerfally de- 
teited—but they know that their power fubfifts only by the bayonet, 
and they care not a rufh for the affection of their fubjects. 

Alarmed, however, at the fruitration of their favourite projet in 
Egypt, the Directory have had recourfe to their arts for exciting dif- 
fentions among the foreign powers. With this view they have fent 
Defcorches to Conftantinople. This man, who was formerly the 
Marquis de la Croix, is an artful negociator, and, having nothing of 
that republican brutality about him, which diitinguifhes the apottate 
Sieyes, (who is univerfally fhunned at Berlin, except by the [//ammati) 
but poffeiling courteous and infinuating manners, 1s well calculated to 
delude the Ottoman Miniftry. But the eyes of the Turkifh nation 
appear to be fo completely opened to the treachery of the French, that 
we truft there is no danger to be apprehended from this embaifly. 
They have obferved the fame policy with refpeét to America ; find- 
ing they could not frighten the Americans, and conceiving that they 
could plunder them more fuccefsfully in peace than in war, they have 
affected co make fome delulive conceffions, and to repeal fome of thea 
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nnical acts. But our letters from America, which are dated on 
the 23d of Auguft, reprefent the {pirit of the people as being fully 
rouzed, and the naval and military exertions as adequate to the contett 
jn which they are about to engage. ‘There are men too in the Ame. 
rican legiflature, who know the French well, and who entertain the 
fame opinion of them as has been publicly proclaimed by the Turkith 
ror. We heartily with, that the intelligence which we have 
received would juitify the fame favourable fentiments of the whole 
government of America, confidered in the aggregate. ‘The Congrefs 
have paffed fome falutary acts; but the moit neceffary of all, an 
Alien A&t, and an Act for the fuppreflion of Seditious Practices, 
have unfortunately been omitted ; and in the prefent ftate of fociety, 
we fcruple not to declare our firm convittion that fuch laws are ef- 
fential to the fupport of the focial fabric in all countries. 

On a general view of public affairs, it appears to us, that the crifis 
js at length arrived, at which it has become practicable to deftroy the 

neral enemy of all exiting inititutions, civil and religious—the 
Republic of France ; and that nothing more ts neceffary to the accom- 
plifhment of this defireable end, than a cordial and determined co- 
operation of the principal powers of Europe ; and an acknowledge- 
ment by them of this undeniable truth, that the war, once renewed, 
will be, as the regicides of France long fince declared it to be, in the 
fri acceptation of the term, BELLUM INTERNECINUM. 

P.S. After our Summary of Politics had been fent to the prefs we 
faw a letter written, by order of the Viceroy of Ireland to Lieut. Gen. 
Crarc, cenfuring the conduct of the Court Martial, which had ac- 

uitted Hugh Wollaghan, a yeoman, charged with the murder of 

bomas Dogherty, a rebel.—This letter contains feveral points which 
call moft {trongly for ferious animadverfion. But we are compelled, 
for the prefent, to confine our obfervations to a fingle pofition. In 
eppofition to the fentence of the Court Martial, which he “ entirely 
difapproves,” Lord Cornwallis maintains that the prifoner “ appears, 
by the clearcft evidence, to have been guilty of a cruel and deliberate 
murder.” If the account of the trial which lies before us be corre¢t, 
we will, in direét contradiction to this atlertion, maintain, that any 
Jury who had found the prifoner guilty upon /uch evidence would 
have been guilty of perjury. The only pertons examined in fupport 
of the profecution were the mother and fitter of the deceafed—w! > 
both fwore that they did not beliewe be was a rebel; though the fac > 
of his having acted with the rebel army, and been taken as a rebel, 
was fully fubftantiated by a variety of evidence; and this was a fact 
of which the witnetlés could not, in the nature of things, be igno- 
rant. ‘They, therefore, were perjured, and their teftimony, of courfe, 
was invalidated. ‘The Court, then, was compelled to acquit the prifoner. 

We mean not to juftify or defend the act which conttituted the 
ground of the profecution. We mutt be in pofléffion of more circum- 
ttances than we are at prefent, before we venture to fpeak with de- 
con on the queition of prudence in a Viceroy cenfuring @ verdict of 
acquittal which he has no power, by law, to refcind. ‘This affair, as 
might naturally be fuppofed, has made much noife in Ireland ; and, 
ho doubt, will {till make more. 

OCTOBER 29, 1798. 
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496 
JACOBIN PRINTS, SPEECHES, &c. 
(Continued from P. 379.) 


HE profligacy and impudence of fa¢tious demagogues and lying 
editors, have been wonderfully exhibited in the month of 
Ottober. ‘The detectton of traitors, the confeflions of rebels, and 
the exhibition of Maiditone /avearers, have neither diminithed their 
hardinefs of aflertion, nor the citrontery of their canine vifages and 
barking. ‘To expofe their mifreprefentations, and counteract their 
machinations, we thail arrange the particular topics either of fpeeches 
of the junto, or calumnics of the prints, under diftinét heads. As 
the affairs of Ireland have particularly engaged their atiention, we 
fhall commence our obfervations with that fubject. 

Fortunately for the loyal inhabitants of Wexford and its vicinity, 
the period of amnefty is expired. ‘The Marquis Cornwallis has 
appeared to be convinced, that all lenient meafures are ineffectual to 
exterminate rebellion, and that the oaths of traiiors are little to be 
regarded. But what churchman, or friend to his country, can con. 


template, without horror, the miferable effecis of a falfely lenient. 


fyitem., Of five hundred and feventy fufferers who have applied for 
reliet in the county of Wextord, four hundred and e1ghty-three have 
been the awidows of protefiants murdered and butchered by hellith 
barbarians. Good men wihtng to be mercitul, may have indulged 
hopes that it was pollible to difcriminate betwixt the hardened villain 
and the deluded and repentant offender ; but experience has fully 
proved the tallacy of fuch expectations. There 1s fcarce a rebel in 
freland, not excepting the General’ Holt, who has not obtained a 
protecicn, Ot the one hundred and fitty rebels killed by Captain 
Cornwall’s cavalry, there was fearce one without a protection, 
When fixty were flain, and feven prifoners taken, all the prifoners 
had protedtions, and the majority of the killed. When General 
Euftace examuied fome mowers in a field, they produced their pro. 
te@ions, but on his recreat from a large body ot the rebels, thefe 
peaceable countrymen produced their fve/ocks trom the fwarths, and 
tired a volley on his corps.—Such has been the warfare in the coun. 
ties of Wicklow, ‘Wexford, and Kilkenny ; wherever his Majefty’s 
troops have appeared in force, thefe mifereant infurgents are quiet aud 
good fub/etis on the inttant they leave the neighbourhood, thefe 
hounds of murder glut their fanguinary maws with the blood of the 
perfecuted preteftants. Surely then it is high time to withdraw the 
loyal inhabitants of Wicklow, that Hoit and his followers may be 
hunted down with fafety, though, in the language of the Po, the 
‘© country be made a defart to inture their extermination.*”’ 

To perfaade the noble Viceroy that ju//ice was a crime, and that 
virtue and magnanimity confifted only in mercy and lenity, has been 
the great object of the cabal, and the friends of O’Connor and Lord 
Ndward bitvgeraid. ‘To effect this puarpofe, and depreciate the 
merits oF the loyal yeomanry, they have not been {paring of Se 


OE 


—_- _ A 
Swipes oe oem + = 


* Morning Poft, O&. 20, 





~~. 
7 


/_—~— RPE ff —45F FO = 


—_-_ 


—s a. =~ fe co 





Facobin Prints, Speeches, $¢. 497 


mifreprejentations, and calumny. We fhall now exhibit a few {pe- 
cimens of their man@wuvres. Dr. M‘Nevin fwears, that © the object 
of the fyilem was to effect a revolution and eitablith a republic.+’’ 
The editor of the Morning Chronicle obferves, ‘* What muft be the 
mortifying reflections of thofe perfons, whofe /y/fem was the fource 
of barbarity, by which that unhappy kingdom was ravaged??? We 
know how wx/ea/onable it is to remind oppreffion of its errors, and 
how pertectly dead to all remorfe is the fad?ion that has been the curse 
of Ireland.{’’ Quere, Does this ta¢tion confit of the gallant Beref- 
fords, or the patriotic junto? !!! When Dr. M‘Nevin has declared 
that, “4 in cafe of invafion, the [ris patriots would co-operate with 
the French -§’’ when Arthur O’Connor contefics that there was a 
«new Lrifh government ;]| when Neilfon acknowledges ‘ a military 
orgamization to carry the meafures of rebels by force ;{’’ when 
Thomas Addis Emmett, Efq. affirms, that the ‘* preparations of the 
infurgents were to affift the French when they fhould land, and effect 
a revolution,**’’ the Man of the People bitterly complains, that his 
conftituents were excluded from the privilege of hearing him expo/e 
and commit himfelt, relative to his relation by blood, and the srue 
caufes of the happy, peaceful, orderly, free ftate of our filter king- 
dom; (loud acclamations!!!+t) the Morning Po exultingly pro- 
claims, that Miniiters ‘* thut the people out of the debate, as know. 
ing their conduct would not bear the light ;f}~’’ and the Hera/d 
lamentably apprehends, that fhould the  Orangeites fucceed in di’- 
gutting and driving away Lord Cornwallis, there will then confe- 
quently be the complete renewal of that {fem which has defolated 
Ireland, and loit that country for ever !!!§¢’’—Could common fenfe, 
decency, or honefty, have believed, that any Jacobin prefs would 
have the infulting umpudence fo openly to /ze in the face of the world, 
atier the difclofure of the con/p:red rebels and conpatriots ? 

But the miferies of the inhabitants in Ireland have been diminithed 
by the rebellion ; for “ it is not to be expected that the Irith pea. 
fuatry will fuddenly return to their Fove/s and priffine mifery,||\\"" after 
having once tafted che {weets of democracy. Indeed, fcenes of maf. 
lactes and executions are become fo familiar, that, according to the 
piivate intelligence of the low Publicans’ Advertifer, they are become 
amufing /pectacles. ‘heir loyal correfpondent writes, “ that an 
execution is a fcene of grandeur, that many have little defire to 
avoid!!! that the populace amufe themfelves with throwing filth at 
the hangman ; that this occafions the ca/prit to laugh, is extremely 
amufing to the vulgar, and that thefe ‘* public executions augment the 
number of criminals,@@’* Such defcriptions may pleafe the camibads 


_ 





+ Appendix to the Secret Committee of the Report of the Irith 
Houfe of Commons, No. 31, P. 62. } Chronicle, O¢t. 11. 

§ Report, rp. 63. ‘|| Report, p.69. Ibid. ** Ibid. 

tt See Speech on the anniverfary ot the Election of Mr. Fox, ia 
the Chronicle and Herald of O@. 11. tt Pot, Ott. 11. 

§§ Herald, O@. 9. || Chronicle, Oct. a1. 

T4% Morning Advertizer, Oct. 22. 
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of France ; but if fuch continue to be circulated through the public. 
houfes of the metropolis, our magittrates will not faithfully ditcharge 
their duty. 

The rebellion that our bravé armies could not quell in months, the 
editor of the Morning Chronicle has extinguifhed with a grey.goofe 
quillin one minute. ‘ We have no doubt but that bands and hordes 
of banditti will be formed. This is a dreadful calamity, but ig js 
not rebeliion. It is thecking to the peaceable quiet fubjett, but jt 
is not formidable to the ttate ; and the public ought to be put upon 
their guard againft the reprefentations, which ftill call this the 
queu of the inturrection. It is its natural offspring, but the rede/lioy 
itfelf is extiz@.*’’ Such falfe difcriminations have long diftinguithed 
that ‘* worthy and independent character,t’’—* the virtuous and 
eloquent Grattan,}’’ and are intended to deftroy that ‘¢ cruel policy 
that demanded the life of the :aterefing Teeling,§’’ and “ diminith 
that power of the Orange party, which unfortunately exifts in Ireland, 
as the firft neceflary ftep to produce domeffic harmony, and fixcere 
veconciliation.||’? Thefe delufive infinuations, the correfponding ad. 
drefs of the hofiers in Dublin, recommending a ‘ fyftem of policy 
whichffeeks alliance with the affections of the people, {’’ (that is with 
the affections of rebels,) and fulfome flatteries, that the ‘ general 
orders of Lord Cornwallis (when the rebels were the prevalent party 
at Killala) were moft honourable to him as a foldier,**’’ were in. 
tended to produce the difmiffal of the loyal yeomanry, to difpirit the 
patriotic gentry of Wexford, and calumniate the churchmen of Ire. 
land, who, to a man, are true friends of the Church and King. 
Thefe mifreprefentations furely have had fome effect, or difbanded 
yeomanry would not be reduced to the neceflity of /olie:ting to come 
forward, and the advertifement of the loyal Beresfords would not 
have been rejected by the editor of a government paper in Ireland. 

The magnanimity of the Grand Signior has highly offended our 
demagogues, and fruftrated their {peculative plans. On this fubject 
they have not been {paring of their fubtle infinuations. Se/in: mutt 
fhare the fate of Stanitlaus ;++—the Ruffian army, marching to the af- 
fiftance of Auftria, “ is not come out of its way, if its real intention be 
to hover over the Turkifh dominions ;{¢"— Minifters look for a thare 
in the partition of the Greek itlands, look to every thing but peace, 
for icraps of conqueft rather than the profperity of peace ;§§°—the l'rench 
have endeavoured, in vain, to reconcile the Turks to the mediated § 





* Chronicle, Oct. 11. ; but fuch is the confiftency of thefe editors, 
that they call the United Orange-men rede/s. The rebellion in Ire- 
land can never be faid to be quelled while the United Orangemen are 
allowed to difturb the peace of the country with arms in their hands. 
-—Ottober 27. 

+ Courier, O&. 9. ff Ibid, Of. 16. § Chronicle, O&. 1. 

| Times, Ott. 3. ¢< Chronicle, OB. 4. *#* Ibid. O& 1. 

++ Ibid. tt Chronicle, O&. g. $$ Poft, Oct. 20. 

44 When Buonaparte had taken Alexandria by form, he only cor- 
cemplated a defcent—Excellent precifion!!! 
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defcent upon Egypt, but all their declarations of friendfbip were un- 
availing ;*"—and the Turk, faéa//y for himfelt, has invited his wortt 
enemy, tO protect him from his old friend.{” ‘Thus the conductors of 
our privts publicly avow that jacobinical triendthip contifts in invad- 
jag the territory of a friend, cannonading his cities, plundering his 
fubjects, deftroying his armies, and “ completing an eftablifhment in 
bis fertile country, which will {peedily extend itfelf all around with 
the fury of the revolution,$” though Baron Nelfon of the Nile has 
annihilated the navy of pentarchical defpotifm. The King of Pruflia 
may be duped by fuch profeflions, may receive douceurs from Sieyes, 
levied by contributions on his own fubjects, and may thus tlatter him- 
felt, in the language of thefe gentlemen, ‘ that, like his uncle, the 
eat Frederick, he is beginning te amats a trealure ;§” but the Empe- 
ror of Conftantinople is not initiated in the myfteries of philofophifiw. 


Liss.—“ The Emperor Paul has Field-marfbails not fix months 
old.#*"”—Chron. O&. 18. 

« The French are free."—Chron. Sept. 22. 

“ Nothing can now be publithed that is adverfe to adminiftration.++"" 
Quere—Is Mr. Fox's fpeech publifhed ? 

“ No reprefentative can ferve the city of Weftminfter at the pre- 
fent crifis tf” 

“This war, avowedly undertaken for the protection of property 
and defence of the conftitution, &c. has, in every point of view, pro- 
moted the end it was intended to prevent.§§” 





= a. — ——— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





A moft refpectable Governor of the Bank is affured, that he is one 
of the laft men in the kingdom againft whom we fhould have thought 
of preferring a charge of parfimony or difaffection. His loyalty and 
liberality were much too con{picuous to admit of a milreprefentation 
fo grofs. By adverting to the article in queftion he will fee that it did 
not admit of mifapplication or miftakes. 

Metellus's Letter to Mr. Fox thall appear in our next. 

Jus is received and intended for intertion. 

A True Briton (from Yarmouth) has our belt thanks for his com- 
munications. His fentiments coincide with our own. The works to 
which he alludes had not efcaped our attention, 

We are flattered by the approbation of Britannicus, and fhall be 
happy to receive his farther communications. | 

Pacificus difapproves of our ftatement of facts refpeCting the Qua- 
kers, in our Jaft number; and labours to convince us, that men who 





* Chron. O&. 9. + Chron. ibid. t Ibid. § Ibid. 

** The convivial table of a General in the Britith fervice, not of 
fix months rank, particularly prefered in the laft promotion, is better 
known to Mr. Perry than Anti-Jacobins. ;: 

tt Mr. Fox’s fpeech inthe Chronicle, tf Ibid.  §§ Ibid. 
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rcfufe to contribute to the defence of the ftate, either with their pere 
fons or property, againft an enemy whofe avowed object is to effed 
its total deftrugtion are the moft loyal fubjects, and ought to be chy. 
rifbed by every nation. ‘To fuch arguments we thall only reply, that 
we heartily with all fuch fubjects as Pacificus ftates himfelf to be, were 
fent to inhabit fome fertile ifland in the Pacific Ocean. 

R. A. loquitur—* I have looked with a mixed emotion of contempt 
and indignation, for thefe three months paft, at your wicked endea- 
vours to deftroy the characters of the Monthly, Critical, and Ana- 
lytical Reviews.”~-He then pronounces an pat id on “ thofe chofen 
champions of the freedom of England,” the Dukes of Norfolk and 
Bedford ; threatens us with the law for daring to attack them ; and 
concludes with “ a prece of advice.”!!! 

Caufidicus, by referring to the Monthly Review, will find that he is 
ignorant of “ he flandard price.” The prints which 4e ftyles “ flimfy 
and ornamenjal,” are denominated by another corref] pondent « exqui- 
fite embellifhments.”—We have not forgotten the table of the man 
and his a(s. 

An Ancient Whig will perceive that we had not negle¢ted the ob- 
ject of his recommendation.—A True Briton's hint fhall be confidered. 

The Rev. Dr. Gregory's letter to our Publifber, which we did not fee 
till feveral weeks after it had been written, may perhaps be an{wered 
by an epiltle to—sthe Clerk at the Foundling Hofpital. 

S. P.’s letter, and “ The Honeymoon of Fox and Tooke,” {hall have 

Jace In our next. 

We thank Ci/ericus for his anecdotes, with fome of which we were 
before acquainted. 

A Song “ Round Montblanc’s tofty fummit,” fhall certainly appear. 

We have been defired by Mr. Clarke, a refpectable Bookfeller, of 
Bond Street, to ftate, that his name, as leading publifher of ‘ The 
Spirit of Public Journals,” was inferted without his knowledge or con 
fent ; that he no fooner peruted the book, than he exprefied his utter 
detettation of the principles which it contained, and refuted to give it 
a place in his fhop among the other publications of the day, 


After the appearance of our firft Number, the conductor of Tie 
Times extracted from our “ Summary of Politics” fufficient matter to 
fill more than two celumns of his paper, without even deigning to ac- 
knowledge the fource of his information. In order to prevent. repe- 
tition of this thametefs depredation we had recourfe to thote means 
which the law prefcribes for the fecurity of literary property. This, 
however, proved infufficient ; and feveral extra¢ts from our third 
Number appeared in the fame paper. We therefore find ourfelves 
obliged thus publicly to inform the Proprietor of the ‘Times, that it 
any farther extracts fhould be taken from The Anti-Jacobin Review, 
without an immediate reference to the work, we fhall repel fuch aa 
invafion of property, by every means in our power. 


a —— 
(<r The monthly Lifts of Promotions, Marriages, Births, and 


Deaths, are neceffarily poftpened till the appearance of our Appendi%y 
which will be publ:feed on the Firk of January, 1799 
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ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 





Art. I. M. Mallet du Pan’s hiftorical Effay on the Diffolu- 
tion of the Helvetic League, and the Deftruétion of Helvetic 
Liberty. 

(Comluded from P. 409.) 


FTER delineating the peculiar nature and excellence ot 

the Swifs conftitutions as adapted to the manners, dif- 

ofitions, habits, and local fituation of the people, circum- 

Baices which, in eftimating the value of any given form 

of government, of any f{pecific fyftem of laws, muft ever be 
taken into confideration, the author judicioufly afks— 


“If it became any foreign power to arrogate to itfelf the autho- 
tity of acting as the cenfor of fuch a conftitution ; as the fovereign 
judge of fuch a magiftracy ; and as the avenger of fuch a people ; 
was the French republic that power? Was it that mob of revolu- 
tionary law-makers who have deftroyed more men by the fword, by 
fire, by famine, by the guillotine, by want, by defpair, and by 
crouding the wretched vi¢tims of their mercilefs tyranny in narrow 
dungeons incapable of containing then—who, we fay , have, by thefe 
Various means, deftroyed more men than there are words in their 
numberlefs laws, which no attention can fix, no memory retain, and 
the mere perufal of which would occupy a man’s whole life ? 


NO. V. VOL. I. Mm Before 
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502 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


Before he traces the firft effeéts of the French revolution op 
the people of Switzerland, he thus briefly charaerizes tha 
dreadful fcourge of nations: 


«The French revolution, at its firft dawn, threatened to deftroy 
the very foundation of all fociety. The fanaticifm of that philofo. 
phy, the exiftence and danger of which Frederick the Great had pro. 
claimed to Voltaire, combined with all the paffions of a corrupted 
empire, to convert the unparalleled circumitance which had juft oc. 
«afioned the nation to be fummoned, in order, quietly, to confoli. 
date its liberties, into a mean of general fubverfion. Leaders, defti. 
tute alike of experience, genius, and character, vainly expected to 
render this event fubfervient to their own purpofes, by founding their 
new fyftem of freedom on opinions which they were pleafed to deno. 
minate principles. Hitherto the people had been ruled by /entimen: ; 
but thefe men flattered themfelves with the hope of governing them 
by ideas, and rouzed their paflions by depraving their confcience, and 
corrupting their minds. Combining that ftupid enthufiafm which 
ever marks the leaders of a fect with their own native impotence as 
heads of a party, they were inceflantly hurried away by the impul. 
fion of their doctrines, and found all their operations fettered by the 
neceflity of a flavifh adherence to the extravagancies of their firft 
principles. 

«© The confequence of their zeal and their theory was, that, not 
content with exercifing their experimental reforms on twenty-five 
millions of men, they generoufly extended their care to the whole 
human race ; and, having conquered a popular and defencelefs mo. 
narchy, took it into their heads to fubjugate the world. 

«© Their vanity was punifhed ; and thefe tyros of infurreétion were 
foon obliged to quit the throne which they had mounted : but their 
dogmas and their fanaticifm, which more fkilful revolutionifts had 
imbibed, prepared the means for a fy {tematic fubverfion of all exiftin 
governments. The chimerical principles of their own political fyf- 
tem were of little confequence to the inhabitants of other countries. 
No happy and well-governed people would, fpontaneoufly, have 
adopted the idea of changing the liberty which they actually enjoyed 
for the vain phantom of an imaginary fovereignty ; and thefe re. 
formers carried their prefumption fo far as to deny that nature had 
eftablifhed among men a difference of endowments, difpofition, ta- 
jents, knowledge, inclination, and, by a neceflary confequence, of 
condition: they, therefore, decreed equality, and ordered the popu- 
lace to feize it by force. Having thus abolifhed all diftinétions be- 
tween the different clafles of fociety, having facrificed all political, 
on the tomb of moral, fubordination; having fucceflively deftroved 
all the primitive bafes of the focial fabric, their infolent prefumption 
prefcribed, to all ftates, indifcriminately, the adoption of thefe inno- 
vations, wHich they placed under the double proteétion of their au- 
thority and their reafon. Their means of execution correfponding with 
their dottrine, they converted force into right, crime into virtue, 
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lar violence into public juftice, and tempted, by their fuccefs, 
il] more than by their example and their theorems, the morals of all 
the people of the earth.’’ 
Though a communication was early eftablifhed between a 
revolutionary club of Swifs vagabonds eftablithed at Paris, 
under the protection of the Conttituent Affembly, and fome 
inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud, yet the firft efforts to propa- 
gate the new principles in Switzerland proved abortive ; and 
a partial difturbance raifed by the difaffected was {peedily fup- 
prefled by the active vigilance of the magiftrates, aided by the 
marked difapprobation of the inhabitants in general. But the 
avowed determination of the Swifs government not to be di- 
verted from their dangerous fy{tem of neutrality, by injuries 
however grave, by infults however pointed—a determination 
which the humane and benevolent Louis X VI. had earneftly 
exhorted them to adhere—operated as an encouragement to the 
Jacobins in France to perfevere in their endeavours. By their 
exertions, aflifted by M. Barthelemi, the French ambaflador, 
diffentions were created among the principal perfons in the 
country ; the chief magiftrate, the virtuous and truly enlight- 
ened Steiguer, became an objet of fufpicion and attack, ‘<to 
a party which manifefted all the charaéteriftics of a faétion. 
This party chofe for their leader a magiftrate of Berne, (M. 
Frifching,) not lefs attached than M. Steiguer himfelf to the 
conftitution of the country, diftinguifhed by his eloquence, 
his knowledge, and capacity ; but incenfed at being reduced 
to play a fecond part on the ftage of politics, inflamed with 
refentment, animofity, and jealoufy againft the head of the 
ftate, irritated at feeing another in poffeflion of a dignity to 
which he afpired himfelf, and influenced by his paflions, to 
let the republic perifh rather than fuffer it to be fved by his 
rival.”"—If the author had intended to draw the portraits of 
the two leaders of the oppofite parties in this country, he 
could fcarcely (with the exception of a fingle feature) have 
made the relemblance more ftriking. "The means employed 
by the party, in oppofition to M. Steiguer, to atchieve the 
niin of their country, were fuch as had previoufly fucceeded 
in France: the government was calumniated ; all truly-patri- 
otic fentiments were ridiculed; feditious newfpapers circu- 
lated ; and fuch public prints as fought to proteét the {tate 
and to thwart the views of the faétion, vilifted and difcou- 
raged. It required, however, a combination of fortuitous 
circumftances to render even thefe powerful means adequate 
to the purpofe for which they were ufed. 
hen the career of the French armies, under Moreau, 
Was checked at the clofe of the laft campaign in Germany, 
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the republican troops, hard prefled by the Auftrians, and by 
the peafantry of Suabia, on whom they had exercifed the moit 
wanton cruelty, and the moft rapacious extortion, were forced 
to fall back upon Switzerland, and reduced to the alternative 
of either furrendering at difcretion, or feeking to efcape b 
violating the neutrality of the Swifs. The Swifs, regardlefs 
alike of their intereft and their honour, tamely fubmitted to 
that violation.— 


The Helvetic territory was over-run, without oppofition, by 
thefe folders of liberty, thofe citizen foldiers, thofe protectors of the 
poor, whofe rapacity had not fpared a fingle cottage. Their arms, 
indeed, were in part left at the frontiers, and their horfes fequeftrated, 
though not delivered up to their conquerors. For twelve fuccefiive 
days Switzerland patiently fubmitted to tolerate thefe bands of fugi. 
tives, to fupply them with provifions, to efcort their baggage wag. 

ons, in which their arms and the fruits of their plunder were con. 
tufedly mixed with the fick and wounded. The pretended baggage 
of this hideous proceffion confifted of the wardrobes, beds, golden 
erofles, and fhoe buckles, of the female villagers of Suabia ; articles 
of every defcription which they had ftolen from the gentlemen’s feats, 
from the naka, monafteries, farm houfes, and villages. In vain 
did Ficld-Marthal Count de la Tour complain of this conduct on the 

art of the Swifs government; his complaints were difregarded, and 
the directorial army, with their booty, fuffered to efcape. Fifteen 
months after, this grateful Direétory fent that fame army touturp 
and lay wafte the hofpitable land which had afforded them aiffiftance 
of every kind.”’ 


M. Mallet, by laying before his readers a fair ftate of the 
refources of Switzerland, clearly demonftrates, that the pufil- 
lanimous conduct of the government did not arife from any 
deficiency in the means of refiltance. 

6 Switzerland pofleffed a nation of foldiers, a number of expe. 
rienced officers, well tlored arfenals, and formidable poits. Berne 
alone had, at her difpofal, an army of 35,000 men, embodied, dif- 
ciplined, and brave; her magazines were full; her treafury was equal 
to the fipport of the army for feveral months ; it was in the power 
of the League to double that army; and had they fuftained any de. 
feats, the impenetrable retreats which the country afforded would 
have fupplied freth means of refittance. Corn might have been drawa 
from Germany ; they were certain of obtaining fubfidies to enable 
them to continue the war; they would have fixed the refolution of 
the German empire ; the Emperor would have been intereited in af 
fiiting an invaluable neighbour againft the enemies of his glory, his 
tranguillitv, and his crown; this atrocious aggreffion, repelled with 
the energy of defpair, might have given an impalfe to all Eurepe; 
the firft advansage obtained by the Swifs would have given them accels 
tg a frontier wholly unprovided with fortified towns. Every ttep they 


made in the adjacent departments of France they would have found the 
inhabitants 












johabitants impreiled wath hatred for their oppreffors, anxious to 
fhake of their yoke, and mindtul of their injuries. From Befan- 
gon to Lyon, and from: Lyon to the fhores of the Mediterrancan, 
they would have ratfed a conflagration {ull more dreadful than that 
of La Vendce. Thefe refources were exhibited to the public, but 
without efect ; the majority of the governments were lefs Nx1ous to 
devife means for fupporting the war, than pretexts for evading it.”” 


It would be a difguftful tafk to detail all the infamous ma- 
chinations, the atrocious falfehoods, the unprincipled en- 
croachments, and the daring infolence of the Directory, as 
difplayed in their fyitematic attempts to revolutionize Swit- 
zerland; and, indeed, for this purpofe it would be neceffar 
to tranfcribe almoft every page of the eflay. The leflon, 
however, is inftructive, and we truft it will be univerfally 
read. The grand error ot the Swifs, which defeated all the 
views and detigns of thofe true patriots w hofe efforts. were in- 
variably directed to preferve their country from deftruction, 
was a fatal defire to avert the wrath of the Dir. ctory by con- 
ciliatory meafures ; by mean and unworthy facrifices ; by 
clogging the w heels of government at tlic very time when it 
‘was necellary to facilitate their motion; and by adopting re - 
volutionary proceedings at a period when it was the peculiar 
duty of thofe who were at the head of affairs, to encourage, 
in the great body of the people, that marked averfion from 
revolutionary principles which they had, almolt univerfally, 
manifefted.— 


6 Expe rience had fhewn the impracticability of compounding with 
the French republic, had proved that her revolution was ftill more 
maivifible than her territory, and that fhe would no move fuffer other 
nations to preferve their laws than fhe w ould allow them to reform their 
inftitutions peaceably and temperately.’ 


When a partial infurrection broke out in the Pays de Vaud, 
inftigated by the directorial emiflaries, on the approach of the 
dire@orial army, the Swifs government difplayed a degree 
of vigour, a continuation of which would have fufficed to 
fave their country. They aflembled, with expedition, a for- 
midable body of troops ; but, by fome unaccountable infatua- 
tion, they gave the command of them to Col. Weifs, the 
friend and admirer of the French revolutionifts, whom we 
recolleé&t to have feen in this country, fome two years ago, 
enjoying proteétion where he ought to have experienced dif- 
piste His character is well depited by Mr. Mallet du 

an, though with a degree of forbearance that could only refult 
from pity. 
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«* This officer has been ftigmatized as a traitor, a Jacobin, and q 
coward ; but he did not deferve any one of thefe appellations. His 
perfonal courage had been proved. He had fucceflively careffed all 
the different fyftems engendered by the French revolution, without 
adopting any one of them, till the principal ators in that vatt butchery 
had, alternately, received his homage and congratulations. ‘The mo. 
ment a man was talked of in the world, Colonel Weifs became his par. 
tifan; he would have correfponded with Cwfar as he did with Buo. 
naparte ; perfonal merit never conftitured the ground of his opinions ; 
for, if a man be famous, he is fure to excite the enthufiafm of ano. 
ther who wifhes to become fo. Amidft the perverfions of a mind thus 
intoxicated with paradoxes and infected with modern philofophy as 
much as with habits of licentioufnefs, M. Weifs loved his country, 
and never thought of fubverting its government. 'Thefe fentiments 
had loft him the confidence of the Directory, and of the Swifs revo. 
Jutionifts, who accufed him of hypocrify. No one ever merited a 
reproach of this nature lefs than M. Weifs ; for vanity and prefump. 
tion never admit of diilimulation ; and none were ever greater than 
his ; but fuch was the whimfical conitruction of his mind that though 
he admired the revolution in France, he deemed it pernicious tor 
Switzerland. 

‘© Without military talents, without political fkill, deftitute alike 
of coolnefs and of judgement, but endued with aftonithing confidence, 
he repaired to Laufanne, in the perfuafion that the influence of his 
name, his pamphiets, and his philofophy, would fubdue the rebels 
without drawing the fword. Actuated by a fenfe of duty on the 
one hand, and impelled by the dread of lofing his popularity on the 
other, he forfeited the latter without difcharging the former, ‘This 
is invariably the cafe with all who do not purfae a ftraight line of 
conduct.” 


Entrufted with full powers; having orders to act with 
promptnefs and decifion ; provided with an army of 20,000 
men, an ample train of artillery, and a fufficiency of mili- 
tary ttores ;—while 60,000 loyal inhabitants were ready to join 
him ; this wretched mortal, inftead of aéZing, had recourfe to 
exhortation. He remained a whole week in a {tate of inac- 
tivity ; fuffered a revolutionary committee to fit in the very 
place in which he had fixed his quarters ; entered into a parley 
with them; and when, encouraged by his mifconduét, they 
formed a plan for feizing the caftle of Laufanne, inftead of 
fecuring their perfons, he“contented himfelf with apprizing 
them that fuch an attempt would be an aét of high treafon for 
which they muft anfwer with their heads. As if afraid of in- 
timidating thefe patriots too much, he addreffed them in the 
foothing language of fraternal friend/hip.— 

« Such a meafure, Gentlemen, would be perfeétly impotent in ad- 
yancivg your intereits ; and, confidered merely as it would affect your- 
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felvesy it would, in no degree, counterbalance the confequences that 
might enfue. I invite you, mof amicably, to judge of me by my 
knewn principles, and by a long feries of proceedings which have 
gained me ¢he confidence of differ: ut parties, and even the marked good 
qvifhes of that external authority whofe favour you now folicit.”” 


From fuch a being what could be expe@ted? Nothing but 
the difgrace which enfued. Determined not to fight the 
French, and not daring to punith the infurgents, he firft re- 
treated, and afterwards deferted his poft, and refigned his 
command without orders. 

It feems as if the fpirit of M. Weifs had infeéted the ma- 
jority of the government of Berne. For notwithitanding the 
admonitions and remonttrances of the venerable Steiguer, the 
gallant D’Erlach, the intelligent and intrepid De Grofle, (who 
had fignalized alike his fkill and his prowefs in the defence of 
the Dutch fortrefs of Grave, in the winter of 1796,) and of 
fome other magiltrates: and officers of fuperior underftanding 
and determined minds, the majority of the government ulti- 
mately imitated the example of Weifs. Wavering, indeci- 
five, and timid, they fuffered the French to delude them by 
their profeffions, while they invaded them with their arms, 
If their native {pirit returned for a moment, and led to the 
adoption of fome wife and vigorous refolution, it was foon 
fuffered to evaporate, and the offspring which it had produced 
was crufhed at its birth. 

On the 28th of February the French General, Brune, pub- 
lithed a proclamation addrefled to the people of Switzerland, 
and containing the ufual mixture of revolutionary cant and 
hypocritical lies : 


6 My brave foldiers are your friends, your brethren ; their only de- 
fire, i in punifhing tyranny, is to affift you in the dett: u‘tion of its 
impious yoke.—Amidit the crimes of your oligarchy, I expecied fome 
return to reafon, /” me Symptoms of remorfe.-—Neither ambition nor 
cupidity fhall difhonour our proceedings ; my only object in en ng 
your country is to punifh the guilty ufurpers of your sav erebgnay o-- 
Difmifs all alarm for your perfonal jafety, your property,* your relivi. 
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* This army of butchers maintained the perfonal fafety of the 
Swifs, by murdering men, women, and children; and defended the it 
gies by the indifcriminate plunder of rich and poor. A perfon of 

M, Mallet du Pan’s acquaintance, who had been robbed by this 
army, complained to the commanding otlicer of the place, who 
prefled his aftonifhment to find that he had a coat left to his bac k, 
“Tf,” (faid he) * the theft had been committed by my foldicrs, they 
Would have left you nothing but your fhirt.’’-— Thefe mifcreants 
really feem to be the minifters of hell, fent to be the fcourge of man. 
kind, for the punifhment of the fins of the world, Revarwer. 
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ous worfbip, and your political independence. 'Thefe are all cvaray, 
TEED To you by the French government. Be free ; the French ge. 
pablic exhorts you, nature orders you, to be free. 


At the other extremity of Switzerland, Mengaud repeated 
this revolutionary cant. Ina new addrefs to the people’ he 
acknowledged that he was an obje&t of hatred to them, but 
he avowed his determination to addrefs them, in fhe lang ruage 
of reafon and truth! 


‘¢ To regenerate Switzerland is not to difturb her repole, Who are 
bafe enough to tarnifh the glory of the French arinies? Is there 
any man, in the whole world, except the government of Berne and 
their adherents, that does not athna ledge their generofity which js 
equal to their valour? Do not take up arms; they are brothers who 
join you againit the common enemy, Theirs coil nat be chance blows: 
they will not fall upon she deluded citizen ; upon the peaceable fat. 
mer, ‘The French army will only be terrible to the few perverfe Te 
Jers who perfift in the difplay of their phrenetic rage. Do you wifh 
for war when we offer you peace ??’—Execrable comedians ! And they 
were the agents of a power defended by 400,000 foldiers, of a te. 


public of thirty millions of phrlofophers, who defcended to thefe pro. 


fanations of public faith, who thus {ported with the fimplicity of an 
unfortunate people, and lavifhed on them thefe impious effufions of 
tendernefs, at the very moment when they were pre paring to put them 
to the {word !” 


Mean while the French troops continued to advance into 
the heart of the country, and the moft feditious and inflam. 
matory letters and hand-bills were diftributed among the Swifs 
foldiery, the object of which was, to infpire them witha 
diftrutt of theie officers, and weaken them by diffention.* For, 
itis remarkable that thefe invincible heroes of the Great Nati 
were fuch cowards as never to dare meet the brave Swifi 
fairly in the ficld, nor to encounter them but with fuperior 
numbers, 

While Brune was employed in preparing his revolutionary 
means of deftruction, he amufed the feeble government of 
Berne with propofals for a negociation, and fucceeded in ob- 
taining their confent to a truce for fifteen days, which was 
afterwards prolonged, but was ultimately to expire on the 
morning of the fourth of March. In the mean time another 


—! 





* After the foldicrs had been inftigated by thefe bafe means, 
murder fome of their beft officers, they faid, in juftification of theit 
conduct—** THe Frencu sHEWED US LETTERS FROM GENERAL 
D’Erniacu, IN WHICH HE PROMISED THEM TO BETRAY USy AX? 
ro OCCASION OUR DEFEAT,” 
republicas 
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republican leader of banditti, General Schauvenbourg, had 
entered Switzerland with an army of 22,000 men, froia 
the Rhine ; and thefe two alfathius, having completed their 
military arrangements, determined on attacking the Swils 
before the expiration of the truce: the attack was accordingly 
begun by Schauenbourg, in the night of the firit of March, 
Having frilfully furprized fome of the out-poits, and, with 
7800 men, bravely defeated, after an obitinate action, 750 
mountaineers, of Oberland, and ga//ant/y matiacred a number 
of female peafants, he pufhed forward to Soleure, and fent 
to the garrifon a fummons, which, as the author juftly re- 
marks, exhibits an unparalleled model of favage terocity.— 


«© The Executive Directory,’’ feild this firvile tool of the five fan- 
guinary defpots, ‘ has ordered me to tke poffellion of Soleure, and to 
apprize you, that if I experience the finalleft refiftance; if a fingle 
drop of blood be fhed, the members of the government of Soleure will 
anfwer for it with their lives and property ; and | that] inflict the moft 
fignal and the moit inexorable juitice.—Make known the srl! of the 
Dire@ory to the members of your government; I give you half ax hour 
tocome to a decifion ; when that time has expired I fhall burn your 
city, and put the garrifon to the fword.’’———It was inthis ityle of a 
Yartar, iniicting chaftifement on his rebellious flaves, that the Di- 
rectory and their janiffaries treated a nation of free-men, their neutral 
neighbours, their allies! It was thus that philofophy refpecied the 
laws of war, the laws of humanity, and the laws of nations, by 
threatening to maffacre peaceable republicans on the fmoking rains of 
their habitations, in cate they fhould dare to defend themfeives !”’ 

The iffue of this dreadful bufinefs is known :—after a 
defperate but unavailing refiftance, by troops difheartened by 
mittrult, weakened by divifions, and oppreiled by an immente 
fuperiority of numbers, iniguity prevailed, and virtue funk 
inthe conflict. “The malignant genius of regicidal France 
triumphed, and the liberties of Switzerland were dcettroyed— 
but, we truft, not for ever.—Amidit the lalt agonics of ex- 
piring freedom, fome genuine {parks of true Helvetic fpirit, 
fome diflin€tive traits of noble heroifm, appeared, worthy to 
be recorded by the hiltoric mufe. 


“ Upwards of 800 women took up arms in the Lanxdsthurm, in the 
vicinity of Berne, and bore all the fire of the enemy in the Jatt 
actions, At Fraubruxnen, 260 women and girls reecived the enemy 
with feythes, pitch-forks, and pick-axes—1i8o0 were killed, and ong 
of them, named G/ar, had two daugliters and three grand-daughters 
who fought by her fide ; thefe fix heroines all perifhed. The fame 
foene was difplayed at Newenegg, Laupen, and Lengnau. In the 
battalion of Oberland, which defended the latt of thefe places, a 
father was feen fighting incompany with thice of his fons, and feven 
Brandfons, all of whoin loft their lives. 
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‘¢ The fenator Efingnery an cld man of feventy, joined the an 
in the evening of the fou: ch * March, with his {word in his hand, 
and a brace of piftels in his | ; he led a company of grenadiers into 
battle, was wounded, taken id Shady wd expired a fortnight after 
in the mili tary hofp! ital at So leures where Schaxenbo 0urg had the bafe. 
nefs to confine him, in the midft of dying and dead foldiers. Another 
fenator, Mr. Herbert, blew his brains out with a piftol, rather than 
furvive the ruins of the ftate. 

“ A young pe afant of Avenche, aged twenty, was threatened to 
be put to death by the French, unlefs be would take up arms againtt 
his Sovereign ; he retufed with firmnefs, and added, that Buonaparte, 
in crofiing Switzerland, had occafioned all the mlsiaa tines of the 
country. He had no fiasies faid this, than he was carried to the 
place of execution, and fhot, without having deigned to folicit for- 
givenefs. A fimilar refolution was difplayed after one of the actions 
oy tained by the fmaller cantons, in the month of Mz y. The apottles 

f liberty urged a Swifs prifonr to accept the new conttitution, as 
the only means of faving his life: the Swifs fhrugged up hi § fhoul ders 
in token of difs pprobatic n; the affafiins piefented their mufquets :-— 
Fire,’ faid he—and, ina mement, he fell. At the fame time, twenty 
peafants, armed with clubs, had barricadoed themfelves in a farm. 
houfe, where they were fummoned to furrender : on their refufal, the 
French fet fire to the houfe, and burned thefe worthy fellow -country. 
menof WirtramM Tran. 

‘© French liberty is fo odieus and vile, that the very criminels 
“rae ves rejected it. ‘The infurgents of the Pays de Vand having 
releafed ten “ome ors who wer ¢ employed in the public works of 
Yverdun, and honoured them with a traternalembrace, the captives 
declared that they eadidane er accept their liberty from rebels ; libe. 
rated trom coniinement, they repaired to Berne, where they furrn. 
dered themfelves, and returned to prifon, 

‘© On the third of March, Scfanenbourg fignified to the council of 
Berne, ¢ that apprized, by ceriain intelligence, that moft of the per- 
fons of both fexes, contined in the prifons of that town, were ouly de. 
prived of th ir liberty on account of their attachment to France, he 
required that they fh ould all be releafed; elfe the magiftrates them. 
felves tho: dy nce rg0 the {ame treatment as had been experienced by 
the fe fisen ‘ot freedon 
“¢ "The Pres ia General's letter was read to thefe convicts, to the 
number of 200; and it was left to their choice cither to join Schau. 

vdoure, to return to their homes, or to contribute to the defence of 
the fate ; ; they all chofe the laft, and moft of them were killed at 
Pb raabrunnen.” 

The feenes of horror which have taken place, fince the 
irimenp) of French arms and French intrigues, in the moun- 
tains of Switzerland, baffle ail defeription, and almoft exceed 
credibility. All thattyranny, the mott oppreffive ; rapine, the 


moft infatiate 5 cruelty, the moit fanguinary ; Luft, the moft 
unbridled, 
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unbridled, could inflitt—has that devoted country already ex- 

rienced. Since the abominable tranfaCtions recorded in the 
uminous pages before us, of themfelves fufficient to brand to 
the lateft pofterity the name of republican France, with in- 
delible ialea, the ferocious invaders, as if anxious to outdo 
the blackeft deeds that mark the blood-{tained annals of the 
Goths and Vandals ; inflated with fuccefs, and foaming with 
rage, have laid whole towns and villages in afhes, ravilhing 
the wives and daughters of a virtuous, uncorrupted pea- 
fantry; mercilefsly flaughtering the peaceful inhabitauts, 
and leaving not a cottage ftanding in many fquare leagues of 
country. Great God! when we contemplate this wide- 
extended ruin and defolation, atchieved by wretches that pro- 
fane thy namé, mailacre thy minifters, disfigure thy works, 
and violate thine altars, may we not be permitted to impre- 
cate thy vengeance on their heads; to befeech thee to {top 
them in their criminal career; to fupplicate thee to make 
their deftructive machinations recoil upon themfelves ; and to 
call upon thee to give an awful leflon to mankind, by inflict- 
ing a dreadful punifhment on the greateft moniters that ever 
difgraced humanity ? 

Thefe barbarians were, very confiftently, rewarded for the 
difcharge of their duty, as good (French) republicans, with the 
applaufe of their five fellow-labourers, in the field of de- 
ftruction, at Paris, who appointed the affaflin-general, Brune, 
to the command of their banditti, in Italy. When Menara’s 
divifion, of 15,000 men, firit entered Switzerland, they were, 
literally, in rags :—but, faid they, to thofe who expreifed 
their aftonifhment at their nakednefs—* The Swi/s fhall pro- 
vide us with clothes.” 

Though we have already extended our obfervations on this 
work to a confiderable length, we cannot deny ourfelves the 
pleafure of extracting fome few pailages more, containing 
facts of a ferious nature, which cannot be too generally 
known. General Menard, in order to have fome pretext for 
an invafion of a neutral country, had recourfe to a trick that 
would have difgraced the petty leader of an infignificant band 
of Arabian robbers.— 


** As foon as he had paffed the frontiers, Menard difpatched an 
aid-de.camp, under an efcort of two huffars, to Colonel Wei/s, who 
was then at Yverdun. ‘Thefe envoys, on their return, pafied, in the 
night, through the village of Thierens, the inhabitants of which had 
repulfed the revolutionitts, and, in confequence of the threats of the 
latter to fet their houfes on fire, had taken the precaution to ftation 
patroles throughout the village. ‘The two hoflars being challenged by 
tWe centinels, initead of anfwering, attacked them with their fibres, 
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maimed them, and would have killed them, if one of them had p 
fhot the firit who had attacked him, and difarmed the fecond.  Thig 
incident, a faithful account of which was immediately drawn up, con. 
firmed by a hundred witnefles, and tranfmitted, without delay, to the 
French, was converted, by the pen of Mezard, into 6 an unparalleled 
enormity of the fate a of oligarchy ; . of: mn pi ‘ous wretche ‘Sy who dared 
to violate the moft facred rights ; of xonftrous offiffins, guilty sf a 
horrid crime, 4 which the French fo Idiers could not remain ind ferent 
Speéators,’— ‘No,’ faid this abominable fy cophant, ‘the great na 
tion never enters into a compromife with crime; crimi: nals cannot 
efcape our juft vengeance.’ [This language, extracted from the pro. 
clamations of Menard, addreffed to his troops, and to the people of 
the Pavs de Vaud, was repeated by the Directory at Paris, who had 
the protligacy to ftate the tranfaction in queftion to the leg iflative body, 
as a lawful ground for the invation of Switzerland.] * ‘The govern. 
ment of Berne were mean enough to fend a fubmiffive difavowal ‘of thefe 
calumnies to Paris, to deliver up the faithful centinels of Thierens to 
Menard, and to fuffir the revolutionitts of the Pays de Vand to reduce the 
whole village to athes, in fight ot the French army !!!" Atter the number. 
k. s incidents of a fimilar nature which have marked all the conquetts, 
all the public acts, all the negociations of the French republic, what 


infatuation could {till lead to the encouragement of a hope that the 


might yet be brought to litten to the dictates of juilice 2 Whar ftate ’ 


can henceforth flatter itfelf that the policy of men, thus bafe and 
thus perverted, is compatible with the e xiftence of its tranquillity ?’ 


One tribute of juftice is, however, due to the French Di- 
rectory—and we are willing to treat them as well as it is 
ufual to treat another perfonage, whofe minifters, if they be 
not, they are ce rtainly worthy to be—by giving them their due, 
In their conduét to foreign powers, no matter whether belli- 
gerent, neutral, friendly, or allied, they have only reduced to 
practice the very principles eftablifhed by their predec e(fors, 
the early revolutionilts of France ; they have done no more 
than follow the example fet them by the maderate party in the 
French republic , and notorioufly, by the orrtusu s leader, if 
not founder, ot that party —Brissor. 


“ Brfot, in his memorable report of the 22d of November, 1792, 
on the definitive Convention figned by M. de Moz ou, (with the 
people of Geneva ty) expli ained to all the pov wers of \ iN nope the object 
of the war, and of the French rev ralation, and the fecret of that 
fyftem which was projected by the faction cf the Gironde, was fuf. 
% nded during the reign of Robe appar oa languifhed under his imme. 
diate faceefors, and which was revived and extended, as foonas'that 
faction, riling up from the afhes hene ote which it had bos buried by 
Marat, rengeened their power and their inilvence. ‘ Brevity and 
clearnets oug ht to ce np née our ttyle,’ faid Br: rijot in that tedious dif. 


fertation of three long Lours, in which all was obfcure except bad 3 
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Mallet du Pan’s Britifh Mercury, Efe. 513 
and infolence—* Geneva {hall obtain no other treaty but the commu- 
nication of French we acypics. It is for vou to examine M hether a 
free pe ple Cay, ail dt vhit tu be ’ bound by treaties 5 W hether treaties 
with any government 4 it does not hold its power of the peoples be 
not indecent , tor this, perhaps, is the gi rand fecret of our revolution, 
and of the re: volutions cubich “are Ke pe AVIND» 


We cannot omit this opportunity of reminding our readers, 
that the Lar! of Lauderdale, then a member of the Britith 
fenate, was at Paris when Srf/t delivered this notable 
{peech ; that both his. L ordihip, and, no doubt, his travelling 
companion, Dr. Moore, had frequent conference. swith Briffot, 
and other leaders of the Ar:f/ztine, or Girondine faction ; an 
that, after his return to England, his Lordthip did not {cruple 
to make his friendfhip with Br Jat the fubjcét of a boait in the 
Houfe of Peers !—Any comment would be fuperfluous. It is 
only to be lamented, that the fubject of thefé conferences, at 
fuch a critical juncture, is net known, as it might fupply 
much ufeful matter for the hiftorian of the times. —But perhaps 
they were of too confidential a nature to become the topic of 
public difcuffion. It muft not be forgotten that, three days 
before this harangue was pronounced, “the Convention palled 
their famous decree for holding out temptations to revolt to 
the difcontented of all countries; and that this decree was 
adopted at the infligation of La Reveillére Lepaux, now one 
of the five DireGtors, who are employed in exccuting the 
fentences patled by the Briffotines!—And yet there are men, 
who view with indulgence, and others who even contemplate 
with admiration, the moderate fyfiem of Briilot and his to!- 
lowers ; who deplore their fate, with deeper lamentation than 
was beltowed on the murder of his virtuous Sovereign, and his 
illuftrious tamily, and who have not the fenfe to pe recive, 
that thefe demagoy es were greater enemics to Pritain, to 
Europe, nay, even to France, and to all mankind, than 
Ribefpierre himfelt !--We mutt add, Ariffot, the pamphieteer, 
Was the fon of an obfcure paftry-cook ; and Brij/it, the pa- 
triot, was a monftcer of ingratitude. 

We fhall conclude our review of this valuable work, which 
ought to be read with attention by every crowned head, by 
every minifter, by every public character, in Europe j : wish 
fome brief account of Buonaparte, whom the /:/ erality of 
certain pafriofs in this country has induced them to view with 
the fame favourable eye that they turned on all the hopeful 
fraternity of Girondins. 


“ Buona parte, Ww hile pronourcing, on the ruins of Genoa and 
Venice, the fentence of all neutral ftates, divulged to Europe the 
my iteries 
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myfteries of the Luxembourg. Such audacity, united with fuck per. 
fidy, an hypocrify fo bafe, combined with ufurpations fo daring, pro. 
claimed the diffolution of every focial fyftem. A _ revolutionift rom 
pailion, a conqueror by fubornation, unjuft from inttingt, outrageous 
in victory, mercenary in his procection ; an inexorable defpoiler, bribed 
by the victims whofe credulity he betrayed ; as formidable from his 
arts as from his arms; difgracing courage by premeditated violations 
of public faith ; crowning immorality with the palms of philofophy, 
and oppreffion with the cap of liberty, this fuccefsful Corfican, bran. 
difhing with one hand the torch of Erofratus, and with the other 
the fubre of Gen/eric,* formed a plan for burying Switzerland be. 
neath the ruins of Italy.’’ 


M. Mallet du Pan having expofed the infamous condué of 
Buonaparte in Italy, by the publication of facts which the 
republican General never dared to deny, the latter abufed the 
government of Berne for affording him protection ; and, in 
order to avert the rage of this hero, an illegal fentence of 
banifhment was pronounced, by the fecret council, againtt 
the beft friend and moft ftrenuous defender of the counyy. 
This fcandalous proceeding, however, had not the defired 
effe&. At the end of the year 1797, Buonaparte crofled 
Switzerland, in his way to Raftadt. 


‘© Before he left Milan, he had, on the 11th of November, told 
the Grifons, in anfwer to their timid complaints, on the incor- 
poration of the Valtaline with the Cifalpine republic,---* The French 
republic will afford yod her protection, fo long as you {hall conduct 
yourfelves towards her with thofe attentions which are due to the mof 
powerful peopic in Europe.’ 

‘© He did not, however, in the courfe of this journey, difplay the 
benevolence of a protector, but the airs of a morofe and malignant 
Sovereign. Every word he uttered was a boaft, or an infult. At 
Geneva, he declared that § Se would DEMOCRATIZE England in three 
months.’ Berne had prepared for him honours, a ball, deputations, 


——— 





* «¢ Becaufe Catiline had a ftrong mind, was he therefore a lefs 
deteftable villain ? And was it proper to paint the crimes of a ruflias 
in the fame colours as the exploits of a hero?” 

J.J. Rousseau, Lettres fur les Spefacless 

“© A great difference fhould be made between the hero who dyes 
the foil with his blood in defence of his country, and the intrepid 
banditti who confign to death the innocent and unfortunate inhabi- 
tants of a foreign land.’’ 

Raynan Hif. Phil. des deux Indes, Live. 

‘€ Before Philofophy had afflumed the revolutionary cafque, fhe held 
fuch language as this. Now, the two authorities here quoted have, 
no doubt, loft their credit.” 


and 
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and a change of horfes ; he rejected them all with proud difdain, and 


soceeded on his journey, leaving nothing on his way but marks of 


ii-humour and contempt. Some few proititutes and /aus-culottes, 
who prefented him with flowers and compliments, at Lau‘anne, were 
the only perfons whom he deemed deferving of his attention, 


«¢ But at Bafil he changed his tone. Some fellow, of the name of 


Dufour, who had become a General and Commander at Huninguen, 
addrefled him in the following words :—‘ I will not compare you 
to the Turennes and the Montecuculis; you have furpaifed them : 
but I will exclaim, with all republicans, Buonaparte ts the firft man 
in the world.’ One Baxtorf, a burgomatter, as great an orator as 
a politician, even exceeded the eloquence of Dufour—* The laurel of 
victory immortalizes the hero,’ ( faid he to Buonaparte). ¢ By ferv- 
ing liberty, your bleflings ¢herehy extend even to us. It is not, 
then, adiniration alone that forms the object of our miffion, tt is gra- 
titudee You mutt have read, iv every face in Switzerland, that ex- 
refion of content which is the recompence of fo much uneafinefs ; 
you will fign the happinefs of Switzerland at Raftadi.’ 

‘‘ This wretched ftupidity intoxicated the hero, who fententioully 
declared, that there exifted only two republics in Switzerland—Ge- 
neva without laws, and Bafil converted into a country-houle and 
workfhop for the revolution.” 


The different remarks with which our review of this work 
isinterfperfed, are fufficiently declaratory of sur opinion of 
its merit and importance ; and, we truft, that the extracts 
which we have given will enable our readers alfo to form a 
corre judgement of its contents. “hey who are conver- 
fant with the writings of Mallet du Pan well know that he 
has a ftyle peculiar to himfeif; it has more ftrengih and 
energy than the ftyle of moft French writers, and appears to 
us to be admirably adapted to the fentrments of the author.— 
But, it would be prefumption in an Englith critic to {peak 
with decifion on the flyle of a French publication. 

M. Mallet’s journal is tranflated into Engliih, and fold by 
Cadell and Davies in the Strand. 








Arr. II. Dr. Gillies’s Tranflation of Arifrotte. 
(Concluded from P. 398.) 


pe Stagyrite proceeds in the fame book to deliver his 
opinion concerning commerce. On this fubje& his 
fentiments are fimilar to thofe that were moft prevalent in 
Greece and Rome, and indeed among all ancient {tates with 
Whole hiftory we are acquainted, with the exception of the 
Pheenicians, the Carthaginians, and other colonifts of Tyre 
and 
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and Sidon. He honoured agriculture much more than 3. 
nufactures or trade. — 


“© Tf (fays he) we cultivate commerce, it muft be for accommo. 
dation only, not for gain : our citizens are not to degrade themfelyes 
into brokers and carriers, nor to {quander away in the arts of luxury 
that labour which may be far more profitably, as well as more ho. 
nourably, employed in the cultivation of the foil, and in the pro. 
duction of neceffaries ; the occupation which is, of all others, the 
beft adayred to the bulk of mankind, the moft favourable to the 
health of their minds and bodies, and, therefore, the bett fitted to 
promote national profperity.”’ 

Had the fage lived in our age and country, he might, pro- 
bably, have thought differently ; he might have feen the com- 
patibility of a very great attention to commerce, with the 
greatett corporeal and mental vigour, with the moft extenfive 
knowledge, the moft liberal fentiments, the moft intrepid cou- 
rage, and the greateft fkill in war. - He might have feen com- 
merce, affording efficacious means of defence to the nation 
which praétifed it, and that nation enabled, by its means, to 
extend its protection to a great part of the world, againtt the 
unparalleled injuitice, fupported by extraordinary power, and 
directed by extraordinary ingenuity. But his own times af- 

forded a very ttriking initance of the power of commerce as a 

fource of defence againft the encroachments of ambition. 
His pupil of Macedon found a much greater difficulty in 
reducing one detached commercial city, than in conquering 
Greece and Perfia. 

His defcription of the beft moral materials for legiflation 
is concile, yet complete. — 

‘* In whatever people, ardent courage moft naturally harmonifes with 
cool combination, and dignity of fentiment with energy of intelle¢t, 
that people mutt be confidered as affording the beft materials for legif. 
Jation.’’ 


Never, as far as our knowledge of hiftory extends, did 
thefe materials exitt in a greater degree than in the mott emi- 
nent of all commercial nations. 

The Stagyrite, confidering the wants of a ftate, divides the 
effential profeffions accordingly. ‘The wants he reduces to 
fix heads: 1{t, Food; ad, Arts; 3d, Arms; 4th, Money, 
as the medium of commerce ; sth, an eftablifhment for the 
functions of Religion, WHICH ARE, OF ALL FUNCTIONS, 
THE FIRST IN DIGNITY; Oth, Councils of Deliberations 
and Courts of Jultice. In every ftate, therefore, there mutt 
be hufbandmen, artifans, foldiers, merchants, priefts, 4 


judges. Under the name of judges he comprehends “ “ 
W 











who deliberate and determine in queftions of public expediency, 
as well as thofe who examine into and adjuit the controverfies 
between individuals.”’ He next enquires, whether all perfons 
are equally proper for thefe feveral employments, and con- 
cludes, that they are not, that the nature of the hufbandman’s 
or mechanic’s employment, renders him totally unfit for being 
a judge, a prieft, or magiftrate ,; that the inequality of ori- 

inal talent, and the diverfity of purfuit and occupation in 
foclety, neceflarily produce and confirm inequality of cha- 
rater, and that inequality of chara@er an inequality of fitnefs 
for the different functions of fociety. “The remainder of the 
book is employed about marriage, children, children’s nu- 
trition, as preparatory to their education which is the fubjeét 
of the fifth book. 

Having in the preceding book defcribed the beft form of 
government, he now ‘ explains the fyftem of education by 
which this government will be beft upheld. Plutarch, (Dr. 
Gillies continues,) and other approved authors, ancient and 
modern, who have exprefsly written on education, do little 
more than expand and illultrate the pregnant fenfe which uni- 
formly pervades the book.” Being of opinion that education, 
befides its general objects, corporeal vigour, intelleCtual and 
moral improvement, ought to be directed according to the 
nature of the government, he thinks a public education pre- 
ferable to a private. He thinks that the ftate ought to keep 
a vigilant eye over the inftruétion of youth, that it may be 
fuch as tends moft powerfully to qualify the pupils for be- 
coming ufeful members of the community, according to their 
different deftinations.* 

As mufic formed a confiderable portion of Grecian tuition, 
Ariftotle enters fully and minutely into this fubje@, analyzes 
mufic in its different kinds, and defcribes their nature and 
effects on the paffions and a¢tions. He reprobates that abfurd 





_ * The adaptation of inftruCtion to the nature of the political fyftem 
is, at all times, a matter of the firft importance ; never was it of more 
than it isin this country at the prefent time. It would not be unworthy 
of the wifdom of our governors to inveftigate the talents, learning, 
and principlestof preceptors, So it might be afcertained, 1f, Whether 
they were difpofed and accuftomed to give their fcholars the moft falu. 
tary leffons. 2dly, Whether they were qualified to give them any 
inftructive leffons, The 1ft would be a fubjeét of enquiry and dif. 
cuflion ; the 2d might be immediately determined, by fubjecting 
every {choolmafter to an examination by the Bifhops, or other learned 
men. No TEACHER WOULD BE AVERSE FROM EXAMINATION BUT 
ACONSClous IMPosTOR, Rewieaver. 

NO. V. VOL. 1. Nn criterion 


Dr. Gillies’s Tranflation of Ariftotle. gr 
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criterion which eftimates excellence by mere d¥ficulty of ove. 
cution, inftead of tendency to excite pleafing and elevated 
fentiments. 

In the fixth book the Stagyrite confiders the component 
members of a political com munity, an d, with moft profound 
abilitv, analyzes the { vercignty, and examines its three great 
divifions, the deliberative, the judic ative, and the app: inting, 
Pildarutive. Dr. Gillies obferves, is a more accurate term t} lan 
legiflative ; it is, indeed; more comprehe nfive ; as many other 
fubjeects come betore dcliberative aflemblies befides legiflation, 
The term appointing, the Doctor obferves, is alfo more accurate 
than ours, as the power, in the language of modern politics, 
called executive, rather appoints, cleats, and authorizes others 
to carry its orders into execution, than executes them itfelf, 
Thefe obfervations, however, regard precifion of language 
more than jultnefs of thought. Having analyzed fovereig sty, 
he confiders its different conftituents in their diftributions, in 
the different forms of government, and anticipates a great part 
of what Montefquicu makes the fubjeé&t of lis work, in his 
5! th, 6th, Sth, and rith books, on the confequences of the 
principles of the governments, either adhered to or corrupted, 
and on political liberty iluftrated i in that fpecies of government 
which Ariftotle had, in his fourth book, declared to be the 
beft. Profound genius every one muft allow to Montefquieu, 
yet the reader of Ariftotle’s politics will find, that very im- 
portant parts of what was long confidered as original in the 
Spirit of Laws had been promulgated twenty centuries before. 
The St: agyrite, in explaining the operations of the feveral 
powers in the feveral fyitems, fimple and mixed, neceflarily 
marks the impe rfetions and evils infeparable from all human 
inftitutions. The pallions of men refiit the beft forms of 

government. 
After this enumeration and difcuffion, he enquires what 


‘kinds of government, applicable to imperfect man, tend moft 


to happinefs. Itis impoflible, he fays, to afcertain that with 
mathematical exactnefs, but mentions two tefts: firft, when 
men of the middie ranks abound more than the extremely 
rich or extremely poor ; fecondly, when the fimple forms of 
polity, the democracy, ariltocracy, or monarchy, are fo 
blended in a conftitution that it is difficult to determine which 
of them is moft prevalent. ‘* There is,’’ the Doctor obferves, 
‘<a pleafure not to be exprefled, but which every friend to 
his country muit warmly feel, in refle€ting that Ariftotle’s two 

tefts are more applicable to the government eftablifhed IN 


THIS ISLAND, than to any other which hiftory ex- 
hibits.”’ 
The 
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The fubje&t of the feventh book is political revolutions. 
Dr. Gillies has prefixed an introduction to each of the books, 
containing an ab{traét of their contents, with fuitable obfer- 
vations. Lhe pretatory effay to this book takes a wide view 
of the caufes of revolutions as explained by Ariltotle, and as 
manifelted by recent experience. He illuftrates the pofition$s 
of Ariftotle, by reference to modern events, and fhews both 
the general excellence of the doctrines, and their peculiar 
applicability to the prefent times. Had,” he fays, ‘* the 
author written with the exprefs defign of benefiting the prefent 
age, this part of his work could not be more ufeful, nor more 
feafonable. Even a more f{erious attention is due to it than to 
any thing which the prefent times could poflibly produce ; 
fince at this momentous zra, when the nations which have 
overturned their own governments are continually exhorting 
and encouraging neighbouring {tates to imitate their example, 
we here find the opinions of the wifeft man of antiquity on 
the great and awetul queftions which now agitate the world : 
the opinions of an author remote from our concerns, unmoved 
by our paflions, unaffected by our intercils.”’ 

Ariftotle repeats and enforces his doctrine, that all men are 
not equally fitted for government ; that ‘ paflion and igno- 
rance ought to be fubordinate to reafon and wifdom, and that 
the adventitious inequalities of birth and property concur with 
the natural or habitual inequalities of talent, learning, and 
virtue, in rendering it expedient for the good of the whole, 
that there fhould be a pre-eminence in fome of the parts over 
others.” Perfect equality, the Stagyrite fhews, of admifli- 
bility to political employments, is totally repugnant to the 
principles and objets of political fociety. There mutt necef- 
farily be a diverfity of ranks refulting from the difference of 
natural or acquired qualifications. Were men always to keep 
in mind the neceffity of this difference, the higher ranks would 
perceive the neceflity of moderation in the exercife of their 
fuperiority, the lower the neceflity of acquiefcence in the re- 
gulations and inftitutions of witer men; but, fometimes, 
from the infolence and rapacity of men in power, more fre- 
mer from factions of the inferior claffes, envious of their 

uperiors, afpiring to political employments and civil diftine- 
tions, which it is not the intereft of the community, including 
themfelves, that perfons fo unqualified as they fhould poffefs: 
fuch fa&tions, efpecially, when, as generally happens among 
the populace, they take their tone from the INFLAMMATORY 
DECLAMATIONS Of DEMAGOGUES, not only increafe the 
difcontent among their feveral members, but COMBINE WITH 
Nn2 SIMILAR 
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520 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


SIMILAR FACTIONS.* He then fhews how the love of 
innovation, in frivolous and fickle minds, co-operates with the 
ambition, difcontent, pride, and envy of wicked or weak 
minds, in ftirring men to fedition. He defcribes the progrefs 
of fedition to confufion, revolution, and anarc hy, with a 
matterly accuracy that difplays not only a perfect acquaintance 
with hiltory, but proves that all human nature was fubjected 
to his piercing eye. External caufes often facilitated the 
action of internal, efpecially when the foreign power, affifting 
the difaffected, intends or propofes to FRATERNIZE them in 
its own government, 

But while he unfolds the caufes, marks the operation, and 
diretul confequences of fedition, he, with no lefs ability and 
wifdom, {tates and explains the remedy. ‘Our bane and 
antidote are both before us.”” Of this portion of the book, 
no part is, or can be, more excellent or beneficial than that 
which points out che moft effectual modes by which wife and 
good governors may repreis and defeat the machinations of 
demagogues, and preferve the ftability of conftitutions expe- 
rimentally afcertained to be good. Had no other part of the 
politics been preferved but the book on fedition and revo- 
lutions, that alone would have been a moft valuable monu- 
ment of antiquity in all ages, and more efpecially in the 

refent. 

Ariftotle explains his general principles as modified in their 
operation in the feveral clatles of conf{titutions, and alfo indi- 
vidual conftitutions ; Dr. Gillies’s notes, always valuable and 
important, here rife with the fubjeé&t. After obferving that 
fimilar revolutions will, in different ages, arife from fimilar 
caufes, he fhews that men often fuppofe cafes to be fimilar 
that are contrary. This pofition he illuftrates by the cafes 
of Carthage and Britain, The truth, he fays, of the general 
obfervations, cannot be difputed :— 


‘¢ But in making particular applications of them, either for the 
purpofe of confirming their own confidence, or of infpiring terror 


. <i 





* Had Ariftotle lived and written in the prefent age, had he liften- 
ed to {tationary or itinerant leCturers, to the fpeeches at Palace- Yard, 
Chalk Farm, Copenhagen. Houfe and the Whig Club, he could not 
have defcribed internal fources of fedition more applicably to this 

country than he does in the feventh book of his politics. The ten- 
dency alfo of feditous clubs and focieties to affiliate, he defcribes as 
ac curately as if he had known and ftudied the formation and connec- 
tion of the Correfponding Societies, and the Englifh and Irith Whig 
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sato their enemies, men are almoft continually deceived by appearances, 
fometimes miftaking even contratts for parallels. It is not unufual 
with the great military republic of recent date to compare itfelf with 
Rome, and its naval and commercial rival with Carthage. Yet it is 
only under one alpe ct, and in p irticulars the lighteft ft and moftt fuper- 
ficial, that Carth: ive and England exhibit a falfe air of refemblance ; 

while in their characte rizing properties the two m aritime nasi 
wealths form the fubject of a contraft rather than a cor mparifon, The 
one continental, the other infular ; the former depending entirely tor 
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defence on foreign troops, the latter exulting in dome “atic itrength ; ie 
Carthage noted “for penuriouinefs and perfidy-— England equally dif. ie 
tinguifhed tor probity and profuiion ; the African republic addicted ti 
folely to lucrative purtunts, confide ‘ring Nees: iture and philofophy as ‘td 


things not in 1ts tp! vere—-Great Britain, the feat of arts and leg: Ce, 
of grow ing fame in Hterature, and of unrivalled pre- -eminence in 


f{crence.’’ 


The eighth and laft book (according to the interpreter’s fr | 
arrangement) the Doétor confiders as fup plemental parts of . 
the work. In this book, Ariflotle examines wherein go- 
vernments, bearing the fame n: ime, may differ in their na- | 
ture ; how the wortt kinds may be corrected and improved ; 
and, when improved, beft upheld and perpetuated.* He con- on 
fiders the different kinds of military and naval force, and the | 
diferent functions of magiltracy ; how far thefe ought or | 
ought not to be united in the fame perfons or bodies, On this 
fubje& his general principles are age the fame as thofe of 
Montefquicu, (book the XIth, cap. 6.;) and, from the ap- 
plication of which, that great politcal philofopher endeavours if 
to illuftrate the excellence of the Britith conftitution. In the ; a 
introduction to this book, Dr. Gillies gives a very able ana- | 
lylis of the political principles of Polybius, both in themfelves, 
and as applied to the conititution of the Roman republic : ) 
though that great man, as the Doctor fhews, from the con- 
cealment at that period of Ariftotle’s works, could not be 
acquainted with them, yet his opinion nearly coincided with | | 
the Stagyrite’s; that a government of mutual fupport, but 
reciproc -al controul of eftates; a government in which mo- 
narchy, ariftocracy, and democracy, are judicioufly mixed, | 
is the moft conducive to the welfare of mankind, 
' 





Eee 


* The profound genius of the Stagyrite perceived the abfurdity of 
the opinion founded upon afuppofed analogy between political 1 inftitu- 
tions and animal and vegetable fubitances, ** that n ations, as well as 
individuals, had their youth and old age; their maturity, decline, A 
and confequent diffolution.”’? Ruvirwer. Ne 
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22 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 
Moft fully and heartily admitting Polybius’s general doc. 


trine, we can by no means coincide in the opinion of that 
great man, that the government of Rome was a happily mixed 
sanliiestion. In all periods of the Roman hiftory, one of the 
three kinds, we think, prevailed tco much: during the Kings, 
the monarchical power, for a century and a half; after the 
commencement of the republic, the ariftocratical ; and from 
the beginning of the fifth century of the city, w hen the comitia 
tributa, or legiflative affembly, founded ‘on the balance of 
number, was eftablifhed and invefted with fuch powers, 
the democratical. This part of the government became 
preponderant, and the effects of the preponderance were 
rather partiaily reftrained by the authority of wife and 
illuttrious individuals, than fully checked by the con- 
ftituted orders. The wifeft and moft profound of Roman 
writers themfelves by no means confidered the contti- 
tution of their republic as compofed of the three eftates 

equally blended. Cicero, although he confiders a fyitem 
of policy fo conftituted as the beft, yet by no means affirms 
that of Rome to have been of this nature. ‘Tacitus, fo 
far from thinking the Roman Commonwealth of that kind 
efteems it a perfection of political eftablifhment never realized, 
nor likely to be realized.—Dr. Gillies cites the opinion of 
thefe, and other men of the moft profound wifdom, and fhews 
that thofe philofophers of different ages and countries, who 
INVESTIGATED PHOENOMENA inflead of framing hypothefes, 
concurred with the Stagyrite in deeming the higheft excellence 
of polity, fuch principles and fuch reciprocity of controul as 
are happily carried into effect by the Bririsnh Consritv- 
T10ON. While Dr. Gillies demonftrates the wifdom of the 
political philofophy of Cicero, and of Polybius, and their con- 
currence in the principles of his favourite fage, he no lefs 
clearly fhews the folly and pernicious effects of the vifionary 
{pe ‘ulations and fy{te ms of Price, Pricftley, Paine, Rouffeau, 
rar other publifhers of ingenious rav ings. He manifefts the 
foundnefs of his own nie oH and notions, the extent of his 
views, the patriotifm and loyalty of his fentiments. 

The arrangement of the Stagyrite’ s books and politics, as 
prefented by “his learned and comprehenfive interpreter, is 
fuch, as to convey to the reader the antecedents and confe- 
quents in much clofer order than any difpofition of his works 
that had before appeared, ery every chapter, every fection, 
every paragraph, ts the link of one great chain, 

The language has, like the ori; ginal, the eflentials of phi- 
lofophical ‘expreffion, clearnefs, precifion, and force, with 

more 
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more dilation, as was neceffary to render the wiidom he ex- 

Jains generally intelligible. 

Ariltotle not only intorms and convinces, but inculcates and 
impels. By him we are not only t ught our moral and poli- 
tical relations and duties, but are prompted by molt powerful 
motives to the moft virtuous, moral, and political conduét. 

The treatife, thus refcued by the learning and ability of the 
principal votary and molk beneficial interpreter of Grecian 
literature and philofophy * from oblivion, and rendered fit 
for being familiar to the Englith reader, is at once a mo- 
mentous fubject of confideration to the {peculative philo‘o- 
pher, to legifl: ators, to ftatefmen, and to every member of the 
community, who is by talents qualified, and by knowledge 
and Icifure enabled, to attend to pesca fubjects. At all 
times it would deferve to be ftudied ;. but at the prefent 
time its perufal may be pecul liarly fdutary, when a tendency 
to political revolutions is too prevalent, and when the confe- 
quences of their accomplifhment are fo dreadtul. To Britons 
this work mutt prove not only fupremely ufeful, by fo pro- 
foundly explaining the principles of government, the excel- 
lence of thofe which diftinguith the land we live in, and our 
confequent obligation to a {trenuous fupport of our conititu- 
tion ; but, highly pleafing, as it fhews that the greate{t per- 
fection of government which the wifeft political  hilotagiier 
of antiquity, with the whole volume of hiltory and human 
nature before his eyes, could conceive as poflible to be at- 
tained by man, is that of which Britons feel and enjoy the 
bleffings. 

With the greateft fatisfa&tion we recommend to aur readers, 
as a moft eftimable acceffion to practical philofophy, to the 
fources of Britith felf-gratulation and happinefs, Dr. Gillies’s 
Englifh Arittotle. 


uae 





———— 


* When any other Greek fcholar fhall beftow on the world an 
EQUALLY VALUABLE MONUMENT Of his {kill in the Greek lan. 
guage, combined with general philofophy, and guided by virtuous 
and comprchenfive genius, as the Englith Ariitotle, (not to mention 
Lycias’s Orations and the Hiftory of Greece,) we fhall retract this 
exprefion, RevizWer. 


Nn 4 ART. 


~ 


2 PN EP 


Oe ee - a 


> 
=, 


ae) ET IN Ra te 
- er nll 7 











Bae a OW w Sto ae, 


* se Prnet cant 











” : 
a een 


; d 
igs 
7 

Le 

4 Yj 
= 
o 

7 . 
‘ 
HS 
t 
i a 
& DS} 
it 
Mi 
a 
t 
te 
+ 
- Tan 
os 
he ag 
et 

’ i. 

4 oa” 

¢ 

4 ‘ 

’ &. 
as 
ty 
4 
3) 
es 


¥ 
cement RM li. 


ig Bee 


ae 


ra 





Po aaa . 6 th apn ee 


x 
eae 





uw 





524 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


Art. III. A Letter to the Church of England, &e, 
(Concluded from P. 402,) 


ON THE REVOLUTION. 


HE democrats and difaffected have, for more than a cen. 
tury, vociferated for a reformation, and a renewal of 
the principles of the revolution, as it has been, unfortunately, 
termed. Now, we fhould be glad to know at what period of 
our hiftory, that beautiful form of government exifted which 
they would with to be reftored. We have fully proved, in 
our laft number, that it could not be agreeable to the ideas of 
thefe gentlemen to fee the Saxon oligarchy renewed. We 
prefume, they contemplate not their ideal model of perfeion 
as completed under the feudal tyranny of the Norman princes, 
the ‘Tudors, or the Stuarts. Some diffenters, perhaps, dif- 
cern the beauty that enchants them in the rump parliament 
of Oliver: but, certainly, our loyal Conftitutionalifts cannot 
be enraptured by fuch a painted harlot. It follows, then, 
that it is at the glorious xra of the revolution, when this 
charmer appeared in all her beauty and f{plendour, and en- 
flaved all the hearts of Demagogues and Jacobins, who have 
fince run mad with the love of her; figh for they know not 
what, and torment themfelves they know not wherefore. 
Modern atheifts having affociated with perfons of this. def- 
cription, in the words of this author, whom we have dif- 
covered to be Mr. Jones, of Nayland, (the author of ‘ An 
Eifay on the Church,” and ‘ A Letter to John Bull,” &c.) 
think, that from the Englifh revolution — 

‘© They can prove that the King of England and the Dire¢tory of 
France have the fame title ; and that it is the only good one. How- 
ever this notion might be endured at one time, it is not tq be en- 
dured now facts have taught us that it is an axe laid to the root of all 
the governments and Jaws upon earth. All wife men might plainly 
forefee this ; and did, when the dotirine firft came into fafhion. Re- 
volution principles have long been cried up by the feditious, but they 
were not the principles of avr revolution ; which will authorize no 
change, but when the prince is introducing Pepery into the land, and 
leaves the tAraxe vacant tothe next Proteffant herr; for this was the 
fact at our revolution. Popular power was avoided by the politicians 
of that day, who well knew, that no government could be fecure 
if that were once admitted ; it being a principle which muft breed 
everlafting confufion. Bad men embrace it, and cry it up to the 
fkics, becawfe they delight in mifchief, and hate the power of Gop. 
Where the people are king, Gop is not Gop ; nor will be, till he 
fhall re-affert his rights, and put down all ufuipation.’”’ Pp. 10. 

We call the attention of all madern whigs, in a peculiar 
manner, to the true principles of the Briti/h ie as 

) ere 
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here defined by our author, and we defy the whole phalanx, 
ftrengthened with their lift of new allies, from the traitor 
O'Connor, to the patriot Tooke, to invalidate the juttice of 
his definition. The conftant recurrence, in all their tavern 
harangues, to the principles of ¢ the revolution, is the low trick 
of a political mountebank, calculated only to cheat and de- 
lude an ignorant multitude. Let thele « -hampions ot French 
liberty, and French do¢trines, clearly explain their meaning, 
and give to the public, in plain intelligible language, their 
definition of the principles which prevailed at the revolution 
of 1688. Let them not confine themfelves to declamatory 
rant; and to general affertions ; let them be pinned down to 
a fpecific point, that we may be enabled to analyze their 
Si essisinn, and no longer have a phantom that cludes the 
srafp, to encounter, but fomething fubitantial, that we may 
tee] and underftand. 


We might argue with our modern /avern whigs on the: 


principles ‘of Dean Tucker, by aking, whether a {kilful 
phyfician, having been once called in to a patient labouring 
under a malignant fever, that threatened inftantancous death, 
who prefcribed the moft viotent and dangerous medicines, to 

roduce inftantaneous effect, a medicine that would either 
kill or cure, would aét according to the di€tates of common 
fenfe or reafon, thould he adminifte ‘r it to the fame perfon 
when in perfeé&t health, and found mind and body, or com- 
pel him to take fuch powerful drugs once a year, month, or 
week? This cafe is perfeétly applicable ; 


ON IDOLATRY. 


This elegant and nervous writer thus difplays the vanity 
of * /cience Falfely [2 called.” 


“‘ Greeks and Romans were certainly mafters of expreffion and 
compofition, and avained in a high degree to that wifdom of awords 
which they were ever feeking after. kor this wifdom we apply to 
them; but we take their pride, their licentioufnefs of fentiment, 
their error of principle, and dometimes even the vileft of their idola- 
try, along with it. From the two great authors of antiquity, Ho- 
Mek* and Virein,,. facred with fc holars, pick out all the idolatry, 
and lay it by itfelf; then look at ir, and fee what frightful, what 
abominable ftuff, what abfurd ble fphemy, we tolerate and {wallow 
down, for the fake of the poetry with which it is difhed up; but, 
alas! the charge of blafphemy will be to thofe who dare to fpeak 
againft it, From Heathens we have fucked in that haughty fpirit of 





ee, edie _ es 





* We find the fame fentiments in a letter of Mr. Jones to the 
editor Fob, Amos Comenii Orbis Senfualium pidus Edit. 12th.— 
Revirwer. 
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526 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


independence which difdains all fuperiority. In fcripture it is calle 
Belial; \etit loofe, and it will foon drive the world to madnefs and 
ruin, as it docs at this time. Shew me an angel of heaven, Who has 
a fingle grain of this {pirit in his coi mpofition, and then [ wil! "e 
lieve there may be fome good in it. From Heathens we have gather 
ed that fungus of literature, that doctrine of ” dlam, the ma jefly 
and faverciguty of the peo ple. Had it not been for them, Chriilians 
had never been fo weak as to believe that the vilionary hibe Tty shri 
is fetting the world on fire, is the great ebjeét in fociety, the ble 

of hum: e' life. From them we learned, that no nation, sh a Kit ng 
over them, can be free, though it be Sonomon or Aucusrus; i 
confequence of which we fee men falling under a multitude of tyrants, 
all bloody-minded, all thieves, and not one of them refponiible. O 
miraculous infatuation ! Chrifians can never be fo foolifh, bur by in. 
fection from heathens. Aud how is tue evil to be corrected ? for it js 
now as profane to feruple he athen books, 2s it ence was to admit 
them. Ii a man {peak a _ unit i He athens, he a < ttronts Chrifians : and 
with as little peril he may write again the Incarnation of Jesus 
Curistr. Lear ming is now a very aifferent thi ne {rom what it was 
formerly. When joine ‘d with ood princip! ie and the fear of God . it 
turned a good man into a great man; bat if joined with error and un. 
godlinefs, as is now tootrequently che cafe, it turns a {cholar tao 
a rufhan; and of two me nw ho are both equally wicked, he that is 
the more learned (as learning ts now) will be the more noxious animal 
of the tWQ. I love Greek ; Ll admix genus; I honour fovencs ; but, 
fuppoting man to be made for another world, I know it is above ail 
to beable to fay, Lord, / am nat high-mindsd; for life is a and 
vain, eternity is before us, Gop 19 to be our judge. 1! our learning 
be fuch?as leads us aftrav from Gop, and turns an irrefiitible jadge 


into an enemy-—away with it ail; the humble ploughman who fays 
his daily prayers, is the more ufetul fubject, the happicr man, and 
will foon be the greater.’? Pp. 26. 


The falfe and foolith principle of ‘ the Sovereignty of the 
People,” here juitly chara Gerifed as the ** doétrine of Bed- 
lam,” has been recently brought forward, at a meeting of the 
whig club, in a grave, folemn, and delibe rate manner, bya 
man, who hol’’s a high {tation at the Dritifh bar. This man 
has not ferrpicd to ritk his charaer, as a] awyer, and a po- 
liticlan, on the pre potterous affertion, th: at the « fovereignty 
of the peo ple" is *¢ a fucred principle in the political conftitu- 
tion of Great Britain,” — a fentiment exemplified in the annals 
of the country, and incorporated with the efjence of our fyfiem ; 
one fentiment, the truth of which mult be acknowledged by 

all the re efpee labile part of the community, —*6 st was upon the 
virtue and farce of th: at principle thdt ra Mayefty fits upon the 
throne of theje kingdoms ;"-—the houfe of Brunfwick held the 


crown by a higher title than lineal defcent and fahetiioess 
blood, 


a. nae —  — ll 
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blood, viz. “by the voice of the fovercignty of the pecple:”— 
This was ‘‘ the principle upon which all free fi tety and popular 
government were Sounded *” —We only with our readers to 
compare this wretc hed farrago of nontenfe, hatched in the 
brain of a weak, vain, arrogant, political babbler, with the 
found fenfe and true cor aithotonsl doctrine laid down in the 
receding extract, from the work ot en humble, pious, 
aed, wife, and experienced divine. If ever a libel was 
pronounced on the Britith con{litution, the {peech from which 
we have quoted, i is a livel upon it, and a libel of the grofleft na 
ture. There is not one of the pallages which we have fe- 
lected, that is not at once foolifh and falfe. We dare the 
orator to produce, from the whole code of our laws, or from 
the whole hiftory of our country, (the patriotic exertions of 
John Ball, Wat Tyler, and Jack Cade, excepted,) one folit: ary 
allage, one ifolated inftance, in fupport of his pofition. We 
will - him, Was the principle recognized in Magna-Charta, 
or the Bill of Rights 2 Was it acknowle: lved by the Planta- 
genets, the Tudors, or the Stuarts? He will not prefume to an- 
{wer in the afirmative.—If, then, it did not prevail prcvious to 
the revolution, how can he prefume to fay, that it was intro- 
duced at that period, when we have the authority of the 
very actors in that great event, for affirm’ng that, to main- 
tain that any innovation upon the conttitution was intro- 
duced by the ‘revolution, is a /ide/ on the revolution.t We 
advife this fli ippant {tatelman to read the f{peeches of the whig 
managers on the trial of Sacheverell, before he again ventures 
to talk, in fuch a loofe and (candalous way, of his Majetty’s 
titleto the crown. We likewife recommend him to perufe 
the Bill of Rights and the Aé of Settlement. The only rights 
atlerted by, or fecured to, the peo ple, at that time, or in any 
preceding or fublequent period of our hiitory, were the rights 
ot perfonal fec urity, perfonal liberty, and prit vate property. ‘But 
it was left for the patriots of modern times to dife over, OF 
adopt the new (F eanpat principle of the majefty and fove- 
reignty of /u/y yy. ?s;—a contufion in terms, an infult to common 
fenfe, an amulet, which defigning knaves employ to lure 


nee 





* See Mr. Erikine’s fpeech at the Whig Club, Tuefday, Novem- 
ber 7th, as reported in the Coarter of the fubfequent day.—Onr 
readers, by referring to p. 78, et /eg. of our Review, will find that Mr. 
Erikin: has condefcended to copy the phrafeology, and to adept the 
rant, we cannot call it rea/oning, of the ditienting razor-imaker, 
Benjamin KinGsBuRyY. 

+ See the fpeeches of the managers for the Commons, on the trial 
of Dr. Sacheverell, 
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factious fools from their allegiance, and to involve them in al] 
the dreadful confequences of difaffetion.— Were we to Judge 
of the legal knowledge of this popular barriiter, by the fpecch 
in queftion, we fhould deem his opinion not worth accept. 
ance ; but we are rather difpofed to confider him, on the pre. 
fent occafion, as the fee’d advocate of a difgraced Duke ; even 
then, if he received a guinea for his oration, he was certainly 
over-paid by twenty fhillings and eleven pence. 


ON HUMAN AUTHORITY. 


In reprobating the fatal fyftem of Locke, which has been 
fo ably combated, and nobly vanquithed, by the Dean of Glou- 
cefter ; a fyftem which has produced the factious fentiments of 
Molineux, corrupted the found principles of our conftitution 
in the commentaries of Blackftone, and the majority of our 
lawyers ; a fy{tem founded on a vifionary theory, that ever 
corrupt man muft govern himfelf and a villain fupprefs 
villainy ; this able and pious author thus expreffes himfelf: 


*¢ We have allowed fo much to human philofophy, that it is too 
commonly known againft our preachers, and factioully objected 
tothem, that they neglect the gofpel, and take what they call good 
natural religion intothe pulpit. "This is juftly thought to be a great 
and crying abufe ; in confequence of which gofpel-preachers arife 
and abound, who have no authority toteach the people. One refor- 
mation without authority foon begets another of the fame fort; con- 
tufion thickens ; and of fpiritual, as well as of political anarchy, we 
all know the end; we know whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth. One corruption, once admitted, foon increafes to more, till 
allis loft. We preach wrong: that error is corrected by another ; 
by a retormation founded in difobedience ; that turns to {chifm; 
and, in ichifm, they that are wife withowt the church, will foon be 
wiie againf# it, this leads to herefy, and that to infidelity ; a dread. 
ful progrets ; but it hath been verified a thoufand times, Whence 
comes ajl thi: ? what is the root of all? how are our preachers formed 
and educated? Lock at Bithop Warburten’s directions for the 
fludies of a young clergyman ; his firit book is Locke o” Human 
Underflanding : you need look no farther, for if he begin here, we 
know what road he will purfue. When I {peak of Mr. Locke, | 
fpeak not of the man, but of his privciples. Gop will meafure no 
man by his powers, but by his application of them, We muitt allow 
that he was a man of uncommon talents, and wife in his generation ; 
but fo much the worfe, if his foundations were falfe, and his fchemes 
dangerous. We muit alfo allow that the world is gone after him: 
worfe ftill, for they are a large body; and if they are out of the 
way, great muft be the power to fetch them back again ? We may 
add, which is worft of all, that he was the oracle to thofe who 

began 


h 
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began and conducted the American Rebellion; which led to the 
French revolution; which will lead (if Gop permit) to the total 
overthrow of religion and government in this kingdom, perhaps in 
the whole Chriftian world; and all this from Mr. Locke; the 
rime favourite, and grand inflrument, with that mifchievous infidel 
Teisens ; who knew what he was about, when he came forward 
to deftroy Chriftianity, as he had threatened, with Mr. Locke in 
his hand ; and it has anfwered his purpofe: after which, let any 
perfon judge, whether the dottrines of Mr. Locke will prepare any 
young man for preaching the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. Facts are ftub- 
born things, and they furnifh a plain and certain rule to our judge- 
ment; the fame with that of the gofpel, By their fruits ye fhall 


know them.’ P. 29. 


This old friend and fervant of the church thus concludes 
his letter. 


«© We are told that things may be Aigh{y efeemed among men, and 
yet be abominable in the fight of Gop. What are thefe things >- 
where are they to be found? and how are they to be detected ? Nor 
by fcholaftick fubtilties, but by this eafy rule before-mentioned, 
and ever to be remembered ; in the application of which it is fearcely 

fible to err; BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM. One 
naked ftraight line from heaven will detect all the numberlefs crooked 
lines of earthly wifdom, with all their flourifhes and decorations 
about them. 

« Let every word I have faid be put to this teft; it is all the allow. 
ance I aik or defire; but from the world I will never take the rule of 
my judgement ; I will take it only from Gop, who is the judge of 
al]. Knowing the danger of human authority, and the ralhnefs of 
human fpeculation, I will depend no more on any philofopher, how- 
ever great and celebrated, than upon the poor fallen Pope of Rome : 
if he do not depend upon Gop, I will not depend upon Arm: and if 
the werld, for fo doing, thould fhut me out from its merey, Gon, 
I truft, will receive me to his, through Jefus Chriit; in whofe 
name, and for whofe fake, 1 fubferibe myfelf, with duty and affec- 
tion, a friend and fervant to the Church of England.” p. 33, 


It only remains for us to exprefs a with, that the carneft 
exhortations and falutary admonitions of this excellent advo- 
cate for found principles, in religion and politics, may be 
duly attended to. For ourfelves, we contract the folemn en- 
gagement, on all occafions, to act up to the principles which 
he has promulged, and to exert, in their fupport, whatever 
talents or influence we may potlefs. May #e ftill live to 
reap the fruit of his zeal, and may the evening of his life be 
cheered by the pleafing profpect of a general abandonment 
of all fantaftic theories, a general melioration of morals, and 
agencral improvement of principle. 


ART. 
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Art. IV. A Letter to the Hon. Charles Fames Fox 
Shewing how Appearances. may deceive, and Friendhip be 


abufed!!! 8vo. Pp. 27. Price 6d. Wright, London, 


HIS is a fpirited and manly addrefs to Mr. Fox on the 

profligacy of his public lite, occafioned by the recent 
tranfactions in Ireland. The author afferts his right, as one 
of Mr. Fox’s conftituents, to inveftigate with freedom his 
prineiples and parliamentary condu@, fo long as he fhall 
remain even the nominal reprefentative of Weftminiter. This 
is certainly a right vefted not only in the immediate conttitu- 
ents of Mr. Fox, but in every individual of the aggregate 
body of the people of England, whofe reprefentative he is; 
and it isa right which we hope, ere long, to fee exercifed 
with unufual vigour and effect. In the Jef Houfe of Com- 
mons the nation witnefled the extraordinary fpectacle of a 
member publicly defending a man who had, in the moft un- 
equivocal language, in{tigated the people to regicide, and, al- 
moft in the fame breath, call upon his Majefty to profecute a 
gentleman, whofe only crime was his anxiety to defend the 
throne and the laws againft the attacks of levellers, republi- 
cans, and regicides. It is to be hoped that the pre/ent Houfe 
of Commons, far from imitating fuch an example, will at 
once ailert their own dignity, and difcharge their duty to 
their conftituents, by inflicting a fignal punifhment, on one 
of their members, who, quitting his ftation in the Houfe for 
a chair at a tavern-table, has dared to pronounce as grofs a 
libel upon Parliament as ever was, uttered by man; a libel, 
too, of a nature precifely fimilar to that for which the editor 
of a factious print was fentenced to fuffer imprifonment in 
Newgate by the Houle of Lords. 

In allufion to this circumftance, the author of the tract be- 
fore us imagines a foreigner juit arrived in England, who, in 
reply to his enquiries about the nature of our con{titution and 
government, receives the defcription of a true Briti/h appofition, 
and anxioufly demands who can be the leader of fuch a chofen 


band ? 


«© When you, Sir, are pointed out, as this Coryphxus, do you 
hope, or imagine, that he will admit the correctnefs of this highly 
coloured portrait, when compared with the original—or dare you 
flatter yourtelf, that when he hears you decry our nat:onal refourcesy 
to raife the infatiate hopes of the enemy, that you have lent yout 
name to a party who no longer deny their purpofe of overturning 
our government, our conititution, and every thing we hold molt 


dear—that, not poffeiling powers to combat, in your proper ae 
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the juftice and integrity of an enlightened admi niftration, you have 
defcended to affdeiate with the very dregs of the people, ‘and at a 
tavern, in defiance of all law, precedent, or decency—have hic. 
coughed | out infults on your King, and blended conftitutional fenti. 
ments with obfcene toatts ? Add to this, your total want of fore. 
fizht—your ill calculation upcn events—that the country which you, 
four years fince, declared upon the eve of deftruction, is now more 
thriving and more glorious than éver; that the miniiter, whom you 
euaced as the deilroyer of our liberties, the invader of our rig he: . 
the promoter of a war ruinous and deftructive to our refources, and to 
our characters in the eftimation of Europe, has conducted that war 
ot unprecedented difficulty, with energy and poltc vy as unprece- 
dented, and rendered us the arbitrators of the fate of Europe—has, 
by a forefight never fufficiently to be extolled, guarded our conftitu- 
tion from the aif. ulinating gripe of anarchy and deftruction, and holds 
out to our view, in the open avowal of the now detected emiffaries 
and inftruments of rebellion, a fair criterion whereby to eftimate the 
degree of credit to be attached tothe principle or penetration of gen- 
tlemen who have long been in the habit of fyftematic and indiferi- 
minate oppofition to him, and to his opinions. Can you flatter your. 
felf, I repeat, that when he has heard all this, our foreigner will 
find his {uppofititious character identified in you ? Will he approve— 
will he be dazzled into an opinion, which common fenfe revolts at? 
Will he expatiate on your patriotifin, or draw advantageous compa. 
rifons between you and your opponents? I iy NO-—-(unle/s that 
foreigner be a Frenchman) NEVER!” Pp. 7—9. 


After reprobating, with becoming energy, the marked at- 
tachment difplayed, and the moit determined fupport given, 
by the members of oppofition, to all perfons accufed and con- 
victed of fedition and treafon, the author adverts to circum- 
flances which cannot be too generally known, nor too often 
repeated. 

“Mr. Horne Tooke, whom Mr. Stone om Englifhman of xo /mall 
importance i in the political circles of Paris) has declared to be a moft 


excellent and prudent citizen, * and whofe innocence has been mace 
fubject 








ee 


* «© Vide a letter from Citizen Stone to Citizen Horne Tooke, in 
tbe trial of the Rev. Mr. Jackfon for high treafon. 

‘ The Correfponding Society of tite country has the honour of 
bing acknowledged by the United Irifhmen, as profefling the fame 
principles with themfelves :-—£ Univerfal good (they fay) is their 
bafis, and they cannot but heey sided by numbers and prine 
ciples, and they will not be wanting in the hour of d: inger,’——— 
Vide Appendix. to Report of the Irith Seeret Com: nitte e, XIV. 

Societies were likewife formed in Ireland for ¢ the promotion of 
Coufitutional knowledge, ak the difpenfation of genuine whig 


pri nC iples,’ 














532 ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


fubje&t matter (not of debate for worlds) of angry and harth ip. 
vectives againft government, for having permitted fuch a character tg 
be impeached at the bar of juftice, has declared himfelf not only 
fatisfied with the prafefions you have made, and the engths you have 
proceeded, but, high up as he has ever been confidered in the buf. 
nefs of fabricating patriots, is content to aét as fubaltern under { 
great a commander, and to go on, hand in hand, with you, to the 
confummation of all your hopes of REFORM.” pe. 13. 

The author next adverts to the Maidftone trials, and the 
depofitions of the party on that memorable occafion, relative 
to the innocence of their candid open frrend, Mr. A. O’Connor, 

‘© T never, from the outfet of the tranfa¢tion, entertained any 

doubt concerning the guilt of Mr. O’Connor. I had traced him 
through various f{cenes, and compared the charges brought againft him 
with the language of the journal which he publifhed ;* nor have I 


Sno 
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principles.’ This may form fome clue towards unravelling the 
purpote of thofe gentlemen, whofe conduct militates againit every 
exiting inftitution of government, where they profefs to carry thee 
points by fega/ and conjtitutional means. 'Thefe may be only ante. 


ee 


— a. Gees a i. 





dates, which, like the loan of the Army of England, bear interef 
from the firit projection of the great event they anticipate. 
“© It would not be amifs here, to afk any of the enlightened 
members of the Correfponding Society, where the United Britons 
hold thefe meetings, and what difference in progrefion exifis be. 
tween the two focietics? ‘The following tettimony of John Hughes, ; 
of Belfaft, an United Irifhman, renders the queftion by no means ' 
uninterefting. Prieft Quigley introduced him to the younger Binns, , 
from England—thinks his name is Benjamin—Binns told him, he ‘ 
had diftributed moft of the printed addrefles of the United Britons to ‘ 
the United Irifhmen, and gave him a copy of it.—Appendix XVI. b 
«© Now this younger Mr Binns (who is brother to Mr. Binns who 
was acquitted at Maiditone} is (if my memory does not betray me), 
or was, fecretary to the Correfponding Society. A little /y//og:/ie 
ratiocination here might lead a fimple man into an unforefeen convic- 
tion. Having, myfelf, no doubt upon the fubject, I fhall leave it for I 
the benefit of thofe who are more additted to fcepticifm.”’ g 
* «6 Mr. Tierney probably will now give the country fome fatis- \ 
factory account of his acquaintance with the editor of the Courier. ¥ 
The principles of fach a paper needed not the poixted commendation - 
of Mr. A, O'Connor, to convince any honeft man, that it was the fi 
official vehicle of rebellion and anarchy ; the fupporting (or, perhaps m 
the fapported) Journalift of France in this country, and jackal to the z 


Irith directorial paper—Mr,. O’Connor’s Prefs. 
ss A letter was read, addrefled to Roger O’Connor, from Arthur ef 
O’Connor, ftating that he had fold all his property to Burdett, &c. 
&c. It ftated, too, that the Courier ox/y was to be fent to Ireland, 
as it was ufclefs to have any others for the Prefs——Evidenee of 

Mr. Abbot of Cork,—'Trials at Maiditone,’? 
ever 
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éver met with any man, who had fairly inveftigated the bufinefs, 
more inclined to doubt it than myfelf; yet you, Sir, in the conti. 
dence of this patriot, 

‘ Big with the fate of Cato and of Rome,’ 


not only continued adverfe to convi¢tion, and unmoved by the ftrong 
facts urged againit him, ftepped forward, and, with afolemn oath, in the 
refence of your God, and before the aweful tribunal of juitice, de. 
clared him to bea * pe rjon avell affefed to the confituti On of this 
country J’? and your kinfman and e/eve, in his capacity of an hereditary 
legillator of Great Britain, has declared him honourably acquitted ! 


« You have not fpecified, Sir, in your evidence at Maidftone, the 
precife period at which you advifed your late ill-fated relation, Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, not to enter the territory of France. It would 
have been fatisfactory to have compared dates on that evidence with 
the report of the Irith Secret Committee. It would, perhaps, have 
fhewn vou the attentivenefs and precifion with which he adhe: ar to 
your initructions. In 1796, your triend, Mr. O'Cx mnOr, and his Lord. 
thip (itrange to tell) actually “ror to Hamburgh, and to Switzerland, 
to commune with the Agents of the Direétory, and to ita te the dif 
pofition of the Irifh nation. At Frankfort (/é:// carefully avording 
the territory of France) they had an itervier w with General Hochey 
when the ensiad defcent upon Ireland was arranged,* but, 


« De mortuis ai/.”’ 


This traét contains avariety of {trong and pertinent remarks, 
all tending to prove, to the perfedt fatisfaGtion of every ra- 
tional mind, that 7f the party were really ignorant of the 
exiftence of an abfolute rebellion in Ireland, and of its end 
and object, they muft forfeit all pretenfions to common fenfe, 
and be much greater fools than—any man in his fenfes can 
believe them to be. 


— 





*« Mr. Sheridan was well acquainted with the caufe of Lord 
Edward’s Continental excurfion, He had it from the lady who was 
governefs to Lady E. Fitzgerald. The intimacy of Mr. S. with 
Madame de Genlis, can excite little furprize in the breafts of men, 
who have heard the Honourable Gentleman, and his party, profefs 
admiration for Mr. O’Connor’s principle s. But it may call up fome 
{mall portion of difguft, to find a Britith legiilator boafting his inti- 
macy with a woman, who, protected by loyalty, and fheltered be- 
neath the roof of princes, could, 1 in the hour of diftrefs, in the ex- 
tremity of their woe, their total overthrow, ungratefully dip her 
egotittic pen in gall, to infult the bleeding manes of her murdered 
King, and to afperfe her former patrons, to fecure the toleration of their 
blood-thirfty affaflins!”’ 


. NO, V. VOL. I, O Vv ArT. 
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Arr. V. An Anfwer to fome Paffages in a Letter from 
the Bifhop of Rochefter to the Clergy, (dated May 1, 1798,) 
upon the Lawfulnefs of Defenfive War, By a Clereyman 
of the Church ot England, (the Rev. J. Bradley Rhys.) 
8vo. Pp. 3g. Price 1s. Darton and Harvey, London, 


798. 


ee ORRUPTIO OPTIMI SIT PESSIMA.” Benevolence, 

which is one of the greatcft bleflings of heaven to 
thofe who receive it, may be perverted and mifapplied; 
when we mult honour the principle, but be forry for 
the mifapplication. Mr. Rhys maintains that ‘ War, 
at all times, and in all cafes, is abfolutely unlawful for 
Chriftians.” Pp. 6. 

That war is an evil we will readily allow, and therefore js 
ufed by God as a punithment to offending nations—employ- 
ing evil to punifh itfelf ; but is it poflible that wars fhould 
ceafe, unlefs the fource of war fhould be dried up; unlefs the 
heart of man be reformed; unlefs the bafe, the felfith, and 
worldly defires be fubdued to the laws of Fefus Chri/t ¢ 

The feeking after impoflibilities forms no part of practical 
wifdom. Should a millental ftate commence, a perfection 
and peace might be realized on this earth, which, in the pre- 
fent itate of things, we can never hope to fee. 

We have no doubt in our own mind, that Archdeacon 
Paley’s Remarks (rp. 15.) on the Cafe of Cornelius the Cen- 
turian are moft accurate and juft, and that, if war had been 
inconfiftent with Chriftianity, we fhould have been informed 
that he had relinquifhed his military office. 

Mr R. thus defcribes feveral foldiers :— 


‘© Men, whofe minds are fo great and fo difinterefted, as to enable 
them to give up every engugement for the fake of others, who can 
willingly quit the tranquil pleafures of domeitic quiet to meet in the 
field of battle the enemies of their country, are worthy, brave, noble, 
generous men ; they juftly demand my admiration, efteem, and refpett; 
but they muft pardon me if I cannot regard them as Chrittians.” 
P. 31, 22. | 


~ Before he had claffed thefe men with highwaymen, bawds, 
and negro-drivers. (p. 16.) It is always difgraceful to be put 
into bad company. 

There are two parties who would be highly delighted if 
Mr. R. could eftablifh his point; thefe are the Friends or 
Quakers, who, from a miitaken vicw, both of religion and 


reafon, condemn wars in fs'o; the other party are the Re- 
publicans 
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publicans and the adherents to French principles; thefe 
would be exceedingly glad to eftablifh Mr. R.’s opinion. 
Tothem it is all z fame whether our army could be cor- 
rupted, or would lay down their arms in the day of battle, from 
a principle of miftaken confcience. Let this potnt be efta- 
blithed, and all means of defence become utterly unlawful. 
We may burn our men of war, difmantle our caftles, and 
fpike our cannon, left we fhould be guilty of the great crime, 
the crime of blood-guiltinefs. We are not taught by this 
entleman to make any diftinétions between the invader, the 
robber, the dark affaflin, and the midnight incendiary, and 
our wives and our children. According to him the weapons 
of warfare are never to be ufed. The Chriftian is to fit {till, 
to love hisenemies, and to pray for them ; and what may he 
fee all the time ?—his houfe plundered, his wife and daughters 
infulted and difhonoured, his infants murdered. Can he 
believe that the Author of our Being, who has implanted 
in us a love of life, who has formed thofe interefting relatives 
which endear life to us, yet enable us to rifque that life for 
the well-being of thofe whom we love better than ourfelves— 
could the God of love and of life approve fuch a bafe 
derelition of duty, fuch a brutal infenfibility, fuch a de- 
radation of character, fuch an unmanly dread of death and 
love of life? None but the moft favage and fenfual of animals 
would deftroy their own young, or would fee them deftroyed, 
without refenting the infult, or exerting themfelves to protect 
them. The affections of nature arm the weakeft with new 
force in defence of their offspring. Mr. R.’s opinion, fo 
far from being really benevolent, would ultimately prove moft 
cruel ;—the fons of violence are only to be reftrained by force. 
If Mr. R. could eftablifh his opinion, the pious, the 
benevolent, the opulent, and the great, would firft liften to 
his advice, and difarm themfelves; while the audacious, the 
abandoned, and the depredator, would rufh forward with frefh 
infolence ; they would gladly reap in the new harveft, when 
the mounds were all broken down, and iniquity would 
triumph. 

We do not mean to charge this conclufion on Mr. R. 
We are perfuaded that it was far from his intentions; but he 
certainly might have difcovered it, had he taken a general 
view of the fubje@, and not limited his enquiries to fuch 
objets as tended to favour his own fanciful fyftem. 

The Saviour of the world has left the fubjeét of war in the 
fame {tate in which he found it; he has given us no precepts 
for or againft it. His kingdom was not of this world ; the 


gofpel was not to produce any fudden change, no abrupt 
Oo2 alteration 
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alteration in the world; but, like a little leaven, filently and 
infenfibly to meliorate the world. In this refpe it has not 
abolithed wars, and probably for ages will not, but among 
Chritlians it ab foitened their ferocity , and dine away many 
of the evils of flavery and warfare. The {pirit of rage, re- 
fentment, and revenge, is greatly fubdued ; the duration of 
war fhortened, andthe ev_Isne ceflarily attendant upon it greatly 
diminifthed. Even in the confufion of battle, and the din of 
arms, humanity, compailion, and attention to the fufferers, 
have been pe culiarly confpicuous, As foon as an enemy was 
fallen, or had no probability of efcaping, all animolity was 
banithed, and they who had been brave to conquer were braver 
to preferve. 

Witnefs the noble conduét of the Englith at the fiege of 
Gibraltar, where the floating batteries had threatened an in- 
{tant deftruction to the garrifon ; but when thefe failed, when 
our enemics were iivolved in unexpeéted ruin, the Britith 
were the firitto {natch their enemy from impending death. 

Another inftance deferves to be better known :—** When 
Tippoo learnt from the commander of the French troops, 
M. de Cofigni, that a peace was concluded between the 
Englifh and French nations, which would oblige him to with- 
draw from Ti ippoo’s camp, the Sultan, in a paroxyfm of rage, 
at firft refufed to permit his departure ; and when he found 
the Frenchman determined, fent a body of horfe forward to 
defiroy the country through which the road lay to the fea, 
Diftrefs and danger of every kind were the confequence, 
and M. de Cofignt’ s detachment arrived at the Englifh factory 
of Tillicherry, in a famifhed and def{perate condition, where 
the hofpitality of their late enemies was fully exercifed to 
remedy the effects of the barbarity of their pertidious ally.*"— 

We would particularly be an to the perufal of this 
author, a Sermon, entitled The Chriflian Soldier; ar, the 
Duties of a Religicus Life, recommended to the army, from 
the ex: ample of CorNELIUS , by the late Rev. ‘Tl. Broughton, 
preached before the foldiers in the Tower, It may be had at a 
very cheap rate, ad. or 3d. each, at Rivingtons’ ; and is parti- 
cularly applicable and steal at this time, when the number 
of milit ary men have fo much increafed. We do not think 
that Colonels and Captains could do better, than to circulate 
copies of that fermon among their men—on this ground, that 
the better Chriftiana man is the better foldier he will make. 

Very few, we believe, were cver better Chriftians than the 
late Colonel Gardner; he was called in no common man- 
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* Narrative of the Chevalier Beacron, 
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ner to forfake fin, to leave the pleafures of the world, and 
to enter into the church of Chrift. His’ time was fpent in 
much reading, praying, and {piritual converfation ; he was a 
man pre pared to make every facrifice to the fenfe of duty and 
the dictates of an enlighte ned con{eie! Icey but he was not 
called to forfake his proteflion, and to quit the ufe of arms; 
he died in the very act of defending his king, his country, and 
his religion ; he died nah. vy, bec aufe he died in the way of his 
duty; W heve Providence had placed him, where religion had 
improved him, there death found him. ‘ Bletied is that fervant 
whom his Matter, when he cometh, fthall find fo doing’ -—at 
his appointed poft. “The way to heaven is equally open, from 
the field of battle and the altar of devotion. 





Arr. VI. Poems. By Robert Farren Chectham, of Bra- 
zen-nofe College, Oxon. gto. Pp. 44. Price Clarke, 
Stock port. 


XHESE poems confift of odes, fonnets, and verfes on 

various occafions. “They are dedicated to Lord Dun- 
can, and molt aptly ; for the principal fubject of the odes is 
Britith valour, and the atchievements of our naval heroes, ot 
whom none is more confpicuous than the gallant nobleman 
jut mentioned. ‘They are preceded by pretatory remarks, 
fome of which we fhall extract :— 


“ Much as I diflike prefaces, I fhould think myfelf wanting in 
politenefs to the Arifarchufes and Longin: uf sof the prefent day, were 
I not to pay the tri ute of a few lines to Britith-critical con/fiftency 
and to the accurate learning of a Monthly Reviewer. I fir publithed 
under the fignature Mathetes: my poems were complimented as 
‘difplaying vigour and melody.’ I republifhed them, aflixing my 
own name ; they abounded with puerilities, tinfel conceits, and ill- 
conttruéted rhymes. What a pretty pair of Oxumorons! Vigorous 
puerilities, and melcdious ill- confiru@ied rhymes! 1! 


Omnis Ariftippum decuit color, 


“ The critic ifms in the inferior departments of reviews are indifpu- 
tably attic, for the | knowing-ones in the manuta¢tory of them inform 
us, that their writers all alpire to that e/evated flory: it will, there- 
for Cy appear paradoxic: il to fay that they are 


¢ Untutor’d in the lore of Greece or Rome,’ 


To one of this caft, in the number of May laf, I own an obligation 
for praifing me by ignorant afperfion. 1 laug! “d, and wrote the fol- 
lo wing note ;: : 


Oo 3 «« The 
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*¢ (The gentleman, who in your laft month’s journal, briefly noticed 
Cheetham’s Odes and Mifcellanies, never heard of Cupid’s awhetfon 
and thinks the introduction of fuch an implement beneath the 
dignity of lyric compofition, This gentleman, perhaps, never heard 
that in the reign of Auguftus Cafar, a Roman emperor, there lived a 
man, hight Horace, a lyric poet, whofe productions were not thought 
to derogate from the majeity of the lyre. ‘There was, however, 
fuch a man ; and, in one of his moft exquifite odes, he does not df, 
dain to ufe this poor perfecuted word, but reprefents ¢ the winged god 
as always fharpening his arrows on a whetttone.’ 


Cupido 
Semper ardentes acuens fagittas 
COTE. 


“The general learning difplayed in the Monthly Review I refpedt 
and admire ; but, on the prefent occafion, I could not help exclaiming, 
with reynard in the fable, 


Gravi profecto me pavore compleffes 
Nifi, qui Leo efles, te RUDENTE cognoffem. ) 


—which however was not inferted, but cautioully anfwered by a man 
of learning.’’ 


As the profits arifing from the fale of thefe poems were 

deftined, by the author, for the voluntary contributions, fucha 
circum{tance could not fail to attract the notice of the patriotic 
Mr. Perry, the companion and vifitor of that Jacobin Peer, 
his Grace of *******, and the proprietor and conduétor 
of that Jacobin print the Morning Chronicle. The wretched 
witticifins of this paltry fcribbler are quoted by Mr. Chieet- 
ham. 
- The odes have confiderable merit, both moral and poetical, 
and the fubjects felected, as well as the fentiments advanced, 
prove the author to be deeply interefted in the welfare of his 
country, and deeply tmpreiled with the principles of the Chril- 
tian faith. The laft part of the lait ode we felect in fupport 
of our judgement :— 


‘¢ When virtue’s light no longer fhone, 
When love and charity were flown, 
When luxury, fiend all powerful, reign’d, 
What wonder that from Gallia’s coatt 
Philofophifm, with every vice diitain’d 
Our barrier-ocean wildly croft ? 
She ftrove to teach the poor diftemper’d foul, 
‘To difbelieve eternal joy, 
‘To fpurn at heaven’s benign control, 
And grafp at pleafures, that deftroy. 
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She taught for fins no more to weep, 

And fang that ‘death is endlefs fleep.’ 
The firen fpread her beauties all to view, 
And pour’d her doétrines in her fweeteft ftrain, 
She fought a champion, to her precepts true, 

Hell grimly grinn’d a fmile, and call’d the monfter, Paine, 

E’en Superftition, in her fombre cowl, 
Handmaid of grinding tortures and of death, 
What time fhe fpreads her dark empoifon’d breath, 
Has not a heart fo fiendlike and fo foul : 
Her keeneft torments touch but mortal life, 
But this deluder brings eternal woe, 

For thall the godlefs bofom ever know 

Bleft quietude from ftrite ? 


Brief men of earth, who in yourfelves confide, 

And deem of God, in dim-eyed Reafon’s pride, 

Who think that Revelation was not given 

‘To. erring mortals by the voice of heav’n ; 

Yon fcene of contraft with fix’d gaze defcry : 

See Mahomet, riding in his car of fire, 

Who flaughters millions with indignant ire, 

While orphans breathe the deprecating figh ; 

Behold what pleafure fparkles in his eyes, 

While worldly glory fpreads her garifh charms ; 

And hear him plead the licence of the fkies, 

To riot in a thoufand beauties’ arms ; 

Then turn to yonder crofs, and view 

A form majeftic in the woes of death, 

While fcorn’d and wounded by a phrenzied crew, 

«‘ Father, forgive them,’’ fighs his lateft breath. 
His fpirit flies, a fhock all nature teels, 

Dim is the fun, the temple’s veil is rent, 

In aweful majefty the thunder peals, 

And ghotts efcape their church-glebe tenement. 

Ye, who choofe nature for your only ftay, 

Mark her affent, with a fubmiffive nod, 

And by the voice of the Centurion fay, 

This was indeed the Curis, the very Son of God.*” 


Some of the fonnets are highly poetical. The imitation of 
a paflage in the Sylva of Statius, (in Pp. 40) is at once {pirited 
and chafte. The mufes having fmiled fo kindly on our bard, 
he will probably feel it to be his intereft, as well as inclination, 
to court their good graces by farther exertions, 


——_——_—-— = 
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* See Sherlock’s Sermons, Vol. I. Dif, ix. 
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Art. VII. Elegy on a much-loved Niece, witha Hymn f, ain 
the Ethiopic. By Eufcbio. gto, Pp. 16. Price ys 
Egerton, London, 


Pious exhortation to feek for relief, under the fevere 

preffure of domeftic calamity, in the never-failing fource 
of confolation, religion. Refignation to the will of the Crea- 
tor is enforced (in the Elegy) in ftrong and pathetic kinguage. 
The defcription of a dream (in Pp. Q) is particularly impreflive, 
The Hymn is in blank verfe, which, in our opinion, is not 
at all adapted to that {pecies of compofition. 











Art. VIII. 4 Report of the whole Proceedings in the Trials of 
Henry and Fohn Sheares, kf{qs. John M‘Cann, Gent. W. 
M. Byrne, Efq. and Oliver Bond, Merchant; for High 
Treafon. Tried by Special Commiffion, before the Rt. Hon. 
Mr, Fuftice Crookfhank, Hon. Baron George, Hon, Fuflice 
Day, and the Hon, Mr, Baron Smith, At the Seffions Hiufe, 
Dublin ; on the 12, 13, 17, 23 and 24 of Fuly, 1798. 8vo, 
Pp. 202. Milliken, Dublin, 


HIS appears to be a correét account of thefe important 
trials as far as relates to evidence; but the f{peeches of 
counfel are imperfe€tly given, and the occafional remarks of 
the reporter are generally inappolite, frequently ridiculous, 
and always fuperfluous. The prifoners were all found gui/ty, 
and moft of them have been fince executed. It has been very 
much the practice in Ireland, of jiate, with thofe gentlemen 
of the bar, who have aéted as counfel for the prifoner, to 
encroach upon the’ province of the judge, by laying down 
the /aw to the jury, in an imperative manner, more remark- 
able for its boldnefs than its accuracy. This practice ought 
to be checked by the bench. They have alfo had recourfe to 
the moft wanton and fcurrilous abufe of witnefles, whofe evi- 
dence feemed likely to affeét the lives of their clients. The 
zeal of an advocate is certainly commendable ; but when it 
outfteps the bounds of decency as it certainly does, when it. 
urges him to feek to deftroy the character of an innocent man, 
in order to fave the neck of a criminal, it deferves reproba- 
tion. Mr. Curran feems to be as much in the habit of mak-; 
ing invocations to the Deity, as the well known advocate of 
fedition in this country. The practice is indecorous in the 
extreme; and, while.it excites abhorrence, is not calculated to 
enfure belief, This gentleman’s treatment of witnefles is = 
' that 
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that we are only aftonifhed how any court can tolerate, or any 
man fubmit to, his examinations. As to Jaw, if the argu- 
ments of thefe gentlemen were to be admitted as valid, no 
fuch thing as high treafon could fubfift in any part of the 
King’s dominions, except in that country which his Majetty 
immediately inhabits. Lxempli gratia. 


«¢ —Jn this realm of Ireland where his Majetty’s perfon never is 
and never does exift, how can it be faid the prifoners imagined his 
death ?—The overt a¢ts are confined to this realm, where the natural 

rfon of the King never does exiit. I know extremely well that in 
England that may be a charge, which if well eftublithed of compafl- 
ing or imagining the death of the King, and the fact can be well 

roved by the overt act, as the King refides in England, the indict. 
ment will be good—but in point of law it is abfurd to fay that in 
Ireland a man may be guilty of imprifoning the King in England, 
and guilty of compafling or imagining of his death.*”’ Pp. 38. 


According to this doctrine, Macleane who was executed. 
at Quebec was murdered, 

The following manifefto found in the houfe of one of the 
traitors, SHEARES, and produced at his trial, is curious, as 
it explains the oAje¢? of the Irith confpiracy, and the /prrit of 
its leaders. 


“ Trifhmen! your country is free, and you are about to be 
avenged. ‘That vile government, which has fo long and fo cruelly 
oppreiled you, is no more! Some of its moit atrocious monfters have 
already paid the forfeit of their lives, and the refit are in our hands. 
The national flag—-the facred Green, is at this moment flying over 
the ruins of defpotifm, and that capital, which a few hours pait had 
witnefled the debauchery, the plots and crimes of your tyrants, is 
now the citadel of triumphant patriotifm and virtue! Arife, then, 
United Sons of Ireland, arife like a great and powerful nation, de- 
termined to live free or die. Arm yourfelves by every means in your 
power, and ruth like lions on your foes. Confider that for ever 
enemy you difarm, you arm a friend, and thas become doubly pow- 
erful. In the caufe of liberty inaction is cowardice, and the coward 
fhall forfeit the property he has not the courage to protect. Let his 
arms be fecured and transferred to thofe gallant {pirits who want and 
will ufe them. Yes, Irifhmen, we fwear by that Erernal Juftice in 
whofe caufe you fight, that the brave patriot who furvives the prefent 
we ftruggle, and the family of him who has fallen, or fhall 

ereafter fall in it, fhall receive from the hands of a grateful nation 

an ample recompence out of that property which the crimes_of our 

enemies have forfeited into its hands, and his name fhall be infcribed 

on the great national record of Irifh Revolution, as a glorious exam 

ple to all pofterity ; but we likewife {wear to panifh eae 
ea 

















542 . ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 


death and infamy, We alfo fwear never to fheath the fword ¢ilf 
every being in the country is reftored to thofe equal rights which the 
God of Nature has given to all men, until an order of things hall be 
eftablifhed in which no fuperiority fhall be acknowledged among the 
citizens of Erin, but that of virtue and talent. 

** Rouze all the energies of your fouls, call forth all the merit and 
abilities which a vicious government configned to obfcurity, and 
under the conduct of your leaders march with a fteady ftep to vidtory, 
Heed not the glare of a hired foldiery or ariftocratic yeomanry ; they 
cannot ftand the vigorous fhock of freemen ; their trappings and their 
arms will foon be yours; and the detefted government of England, to 
which we vow eternal hatred, fhall learn that the treafures it ex. 
hauits on its accoutred flaves for the purpofe of butchering Irifhmen, 
fhall but farther enable us to turn their {words on its devoted head. 

*¢ Many of the military feel the love of liberty glow within their 
breafts, and have already joined the National Standard. Receive 
with open arms fuch as fhall follow fo glorious an example ; they can 
render fignal fervice to the caufe of freedom, and fhall be rewarded 
according to their deferts. But for the wretch who turns his fword 
againft his native country, let the national vengeance be vitited on 
him—let him find no quarter. 

“© Two other crimes demand ° © * * 
e * * * * * * * 

«¢ Attack them in every direction by day and by night. Avail 
yourfelves of the natural advantages of your country, which are in. 
numerable, and with which you are better acquainted than they, 
Where you cannot oppofe them in full force, conftantly _harafs 
their rear and flanks, cut off their provifions and magazines, and 
prevent them, as much as poflible, uniting their forces. Let 
whatever moment you cannot devote to fighting for your country be 
pafled in learning to fight for it, or preparing the means of war, for war, 
waralone, mutt occupy every mind and every hand tillits long oppreffed 
foil be purged of all its enemies. 

‘© Vengeance, Irifhmen! Vengeance on your oppreffors !—Re. 
member what thoufands of your deareft friends have perifhed by their 
mercilefs orders—Remember their burnings, their rackings, their 
terturings, their military maflacre, and their legal murders. —Re. 
member ORR !”” 





_——_ —_— a - ~~ 


Art. IX. A Rewland for an Oliver. Addreffed to Mr. H. 
Wanfey, on his Letter to the Bifbop of Salifbury. By G. W. 
8vo. Pp. 39. Price 1s. Rivingtons, London. 


HE letter to which this pamphlet may be confidered as 

an an{wer, was reviewed, fomewhat at length, in our laft 
number (Pp. 409.) and a former production of Mr. Wanfey’s 
was noticed in the preceding number (P. 347.) It was not to be 


fuppofed 
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fuppofed that fo fcurrilous and unprovoked an attack upon a 
charaéter fo truly refpetable, and for the difcharge of a duty 
fo truly imperative, would efcape without other animadver- 
fions than fuch as we found ourfelves compelled to beftow 
on it. 

The tract now before us is written with great moderation, 
and expofes, with fuccefs, the unfair, and unjuft charges 
brought by Mr. Wanfey againft the Bithop of Salifbury. 
The following anecdote may not be generally known, and is 
certainly curious. 


‘¢ Soon after the diffenters, who left England on account of alledged 

rfecution, were fettled in their land of promife, New England, 
they felt themfelves, of courfe, quite happy. What can be fo de. 
lightful, fay they, as to live ina country, however rude and remote, 
where every one may profefs his belief as he choofes ; where we are 
beyond the reach of the arm of civil oppreflion ; where no one can 
interfere with his neighbour’s opinion, and where we can enjoy, to 
its full extent, religious liberty. Happening one day to find among 
them, a perfon whom they fufpected to be a Catholic, he was tried, 
condemned, and hanged; and a merchant from England afking for 
what crime the man fuffered, Q, faid they, be was not of our 
opinion ! 

“¢ If you thould have any doubt about the fact, you will find that 
the firft laws made by the fettlers in New England, denounced 
DEATH to any prieft who, after three days, fhould be found in their 
dominions.”” Pp. 17. 


It is the boaft of all illuminati and modern philofophifts, 
that, in this ex/ighrened age, reafon is triumphant, and preju- 
dices difappear. Mr. W. who, doubtlefs, afpires to be claffed 
with thefe diftinguifhed perfonages, alfo exclaims, ‘* Men 
are fhaking off their prejudices daily, and learning to judge 
for themfelves.”—On this, his antagonift makes the follow- 
ing obfervation : 


“© T would here afk you what is your meaning when you fay, men 
are fhaking off prejudices, becaufe this is a phrafe fo much ufed upon 
many occafions, that if it were clearly defined exa¢tly what ere 
prejudices and what were of, we might come nearer to the queftion in 
hand. . The fubtle Mr. Philofopher, (Godwin) who declaims againft 
the evils of property ; the magnanimous Mifs,* who is refolved to be 





* « Mifs Wollftonecroft, before fhe underwent the marriage cere- 
mony with the above-mentioned Philofopher, fays, in one of her 
Letters, So I told the women I was with child, at which they 
ftared |” 

“‘ This lady, I have been told, was governe/s to the unfortunate 
Mifs King.” 
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a mother, without the ceremony of becoming a wife ; the ey 
who laughs at every idea of future retribution, ‘equally difclain 

prejudice.” A gentleman * of the prefent age, who, like the dees 
young gentle men in Swift, has found out that there is no God, being 
aiked his opinion of Sir Ifaac Newton, who was a firm believer in 
Revelation, replied, Sir Ifaac Newton was no authority, becaufe he 
eas fo prejudiced: and, upon being afked what he th ought of his 
wonderful talents, which might exempt him from ordinary prejudices, 
he very candidly acknowledged that he was fomething fuper ‘or to 


Jones, but not to be compa red to Thelwall!” Pp. 23. 


The concluding admonition to Mr. W. Ne /futor ultra 
crepidam, thus tranilated, °“* Stick to the [pinning Jenny,” i 
very appofite, and we with Mr. W. would attend to it. 

This pamphlet is incorreétly printed, and contains fome 
errors and miftakes, both grammatical and literary. P. 26, 
“< Wifkampt”’ fhould be Weithaupt, and “ Robert/on,” Ro. 
bifon. 


5 





Art.X. Atrue Account of the deplorable Malady of H—y l”—~y, 

a Wiltfbire Clsthier : fhewing, how be miftook a Barber fi r 

a Clergyman ina red Coat; and a Lancet, with which it 

was attempted to bleed him, for a Scymitar. Being an 

Epifile from his Cook-maid, Doll Difb-clout, to Mrs. Ba- 

con, the Tallow-chandler’s Wife. By P. P. Pp. 8. Price 
4d. Rivingtons. Hatchard, London. 1798. 


HIS is a poetical jeu d’e/prit, on the fame fubject as the 
preceding article. The author declares that ‘* No one 
can reprobate perfonal fatire more than himfelf—but, when a 
perfon voluntarily comes forward with fo unprovoked a 
publication as Mr, Wanfey’s farrago of nonfente and lies, 
about the clergy wearing red coats, &c. he thinks a little 
laughter on the other fide ma y be very fair.” We extract 
the beginning of * the Epiftle’” as a fair fpecimen. 


« The ninetcenth of Auguit, my dear Mrs. Bacon, 

Was the very firit day my poor Matter was taken ; 

A) was Sunday ,—and here with much truth 1 might fay, 
hat morning he look’d moft remarkably gay ; 

I brought in his breaktait, I brufh’d his beit hat. 

J powder’d his tail, and 1 tied his cravat, 


—~ 
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* « Mr, H——, the tranilator,”"— We fuppofe Mr. Holcroft. 
REVIEWER. 
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And He never look’d better, I think I’d be fworn, 
Than he did on that day, fince the day he was born, 
At eleven, with bofoms brim-full of content, 
Like two turtle doves, to our mecting we went, 
Where we heard the dear Preacher, with looks full of grace, 
With an eye like a ferret’s, and white turnip face, 
(To his nofe often lifting his finger and thumb) 
Talk of § righteonfnefs, " woeclknedis and judgement to come.’ 
But fayshe, * My dear brethren, I’d have you to know 
When you feel your full hearts once with grace overflow, 
€ There’s a wonderful diff’rence between this and that, 
* And fo, my dear brethren, I'll tell you what’s what: 
‘ There is Grace, and the true Oi/ of Grace, which alone 
‘ Can commend you, my brethren, to Jefus’s throne ; 
‘ As for grace, it is nothing ; ’—he here made a paufe ; : 
© Tis the orl, which is all things, my brethren, bécaufe,—» 
* Becaufe, my dear friends,—I was going to fay ,— “aa 
‘ Becaufe, ’tis the fhort and the pleafanteit way.* 
‘ I mean, that ‘with grace you’re work’d upwards with pain, 
€ But with o7/ you’re work’d upwards and downwards again,’ 
My matter and I, as you well may fuppofe, 
Were highly delighted to hear fuch fine profe, 
Tho’ I think ’twas a little too much thro’ the nofe. 
As we homeward return’d, fays my maiter to me, 
(For he’s always extremely familiar, d’ye fee) 
‘ O Dotty, the diff’rence how plain may we fee 
« *Twixt preachers like ours, and thofe black croaking rooks, 
€ That gobble and gabble their nonfenfe from books ; 
‘ The Clergy, I mean, who pronouncing a text, 
© Make us ‘guefs at—ay verily, what will come next.— 
¢ But of all the fad evils with w hich we are curs’d, 
© J think a cathedral is one of the worft. 
© There’s Dodfworth the verger, he carries a mace, 
€ And he fhews the young ladies each into her place, 
© And there they fit fnug, and they chatter or chant, 
€ Or {mile to a c: iptain, or nod to an aunt. 
© And then what a noife from the organ-loft founds, 
‘ ’*Tis worfe than the noife of a whole pack of hounds ; 
© For devotion, I really am quite at a lofs, 
€ And I tremble to think of an Anthem by Gofs.— 
‘ The Bifhop I love, but affirm at all ventures, 
* He was hard, very hard, on my friends the Diffenters ; 
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“ Mr. W. very juftly thinks, that in a fermon, the lefs there may 


be of grammar, or regular form, the more impreffive and devotional 
it will be.x—Sce his Letter to the Bifhop.”* 
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‘ Ofhis charge, I confefs, not one word did I hear, 
* And J therefore conclude it was very fevere. 

€ Indeed I was to/d the Diffenters were named, 

‘ And ’tis fair to infer they were very much blamed.’ 





— Ar 
Art.XI. The Diffenter done Over ; or the woeful Lamentation of 
Mr. H.W .alWiitfire Clothier; fetting forth, how the Clergy 
of this Realm, all dreffed in fiery Scarlet, have attacked with 
Ma/fiiffs, Guns, and Piftols, the poor Lamb-like and inof.- 
Senfive Diffenters. Defcribing alfo the dreadful Vicar of 
Scarborough, with a Turban on his Head, and the Koran 
in his Hand, crying out ‘* Fee, faw, fum.’’—The whole 








faithfully tranflated from the inimitable Produ€tion of the k 
fame Mr. H.W. and fet to the Tune of the Taylor 
Done Over.” With a #rontifpiece. Pp. 8. Price 4d. thi 
Rivingtons, London. at 
NOTHER attack on the Wilthhire Clothier, whofe th 
letter is here woven into rhyme, of which we offer the “ome 
following pattern to our cuffomers. bn 
' & My Lord, I don’t commend the French ;* Te 
- Their fields and ftreets in blood they drench ; leg 
But ftill, of France, I don’t defpair,t co 
For true religion triumphs there. of 
They have, my Lord, a ftrange machine fol 

They call the holy guillotine, 
On which they place the finner blinking, ~ es 
To teach them thetr true way of thinking ; it | 
Befides, my Lord, I’m free to fay dif 
That once upon a facred day, the 
With hymns and worfhip they ador’d— - 
And in the very church, my Lord— a 
An harlot, whom they call’da goddefs, lec 
Without a fhoe, afhift, or boddice ; fer 
From whence, my Lord, I think it plain m. 
True traits of holinefs remain ! to 
The French, indeed, have play’d ftrange tricks It, 
With worfhip and with politics ; an 
But ftill I think, I do, my Lord— br 
If you'll believe me—on my word— de 
Of government and true devotion u 
They have a wighty pretty notion!”’ Pp. 6. : 
ro 0 
# «¢ Every man of the leaft humanity muft be fhocked at the enor- Hl 
mities committed in France.’’—W. . 

+ * But it is the opinion of many that there is, even now, 4s 

much real vital religion in France as there has been thefe hundred ; 


years,"’—W, 
DIVINITY. 
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Art. XII. 4 Sermon; preached at the Affizes held at Guild- 
ford, Fuly the 20th, 1798, before the Right Honourable 
Lord Chief ‘Fuftice Kenyon, and the Honourable Sir Francis 
Buller, Bart. By Jonathan Boucher, M.A. F.A.S. 
Vicar of Epfom, in Surrey. Publifhed at the unanimous 


Requeft of the Grand Jury. 4to. Pp. 24. Price 1s, 
Clarke, London. 


ROM the words of the Pfalmift, ‘* Mercy and truth have 

met together; righteoufnefs and peace have kiffed each other,” 
this able and devout minifter of religion, whole voice has, 
at all times, been exerted in defence of ‘* God’s holy word and 
ordinance,”’ and in fupport of the fources of all legitimate au-' 
thority upon earth, ee an opportunity of defining the vir- 
.tues which they notice, and of fhewing the danger of con- 
founding them. Modern philanthropy he juitly ftyles the 
“‘ ape ot mercy,” and reprefents it as injurious to pure morals, 
legal juftice, genuine loyalty, and true religion. The too- 
common practice, (which cannot be too feverely reprobated) 
of giving the names of virtues to vicrous actions, extorts the 


following obfervations. 


“ In no way do, thofe wicked men, whofe wretched occupation 
it is to miflead mankind, fo often fucceed, as by confufing effential 
diftinctions, and thus beftowing fair names on foul deeds. And as 
there is nothing fo bad as the corruption of that which is originally 
good, it is much to be lamented, that this abufe of words, the fatal 

arbinger of {till greater abufes, prevails moft in aliufion to acknow- 
ledged virtues. ‘Thus, aware of the great refpect every where de- 
fervedly paid to real honour, the duellitt, who, moft generally, is a 
mean of ftrong pafiions, weak judgement, and no religion, is fuffered 
to palm himfelf on the world as a man of honour, and is received in 
it, if not with increafed efteem, yet without any lofs of charatter : 
and the prodigal, who diffipates the inheritance of his fathers, and 
brings ruin on all who have been fo unhappy as to repofe any confi- 
dence in him, is ftill praifed by the world for his good nature, his 
generofity, and even liberal difpofition, ‘The fpirit which engenders 
this fpecies of abufe is alfo exerted to foften terms of reproach, and 
fo to qualify the language of cenfure, as to give it the femblance of im. 


plied approbation. Thus, the atrocious wretch, who has robbed fome de-. 


fencelefs and unfufpecting female of that virtue, for which the world 
affords no podible compenfation, calling himfelf, by the grofleft of all 
mifnomers, a man of gallantry, is, by the lax courtefy of the times, 
feceived in fociety as a man of unblemifhed honour.’ Pp. 10. 
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The influence of this pernicious habit on the public we al, 
is {till more alarming. ‘Fhe remarks of our author upon the 
conduct of juries, are fo appofite, and moreover fo neceflary, 
in thefe liberal and enlightened times, that we thall extract 
them at length. 


‘© Tt is, therefore, the important duty of every man who comes 
into our courts of juftice, in whatever character, to reverence and 
fupport the laws. If he appear as a witnefs, and be of an ingenuous 
mind, he cannot but be imprefied with a ttrong fenfe of the import. 
ance of the duty impofed on him. Whiat that duty is feems to be 
feffictently expla 1ined in the oath adminiftered to him ; and which, 
with all due deference, | beg leave to add, can never be too folemnly 
adminiftered. However, as a man, he may feel all the kindlieft af. 
fections of his nature interefted in the confequences that may feem 
likely to refult from his teftimony, fuch confiderations muft, on no 
account, be fuffered to influence his evidence. His fole concern mutt 
be to diveft his mind, as far as he is able, of every bias, and to be 
of no fide ; but, at all adventures, clearly and manfully to {peak the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

*¢ It is, if poffible, ftill more incumbent on jurors to be upon their 
guard againit being influenced, not only by any finifter motives of 
fear or Fas our, but by the more infinuating pleas of cempattion and 
mercy. It is a grievous mifiake for any man acting in this capacity 
to imagine, that if he err on the fide of mercy, his error is excufeable ; 
becaufe, in prefuming to exercife mercy, he ufurps a function w hich 
does not belong to him. To adminitter juftice, not to exercife 
lenity, is the province of ajury. And if, when, on fair grounds, a 
jury is fatisfied of the guilt of the culprit before them, they yet will, 
from any motives, be induced to pronounce a verdict of acquittal, 
far from being merciful, they are chargeable with the moft compli. 

eated and extenfive inhumanity : for, in {paring the guilty, they pu. 
nih the innocent. For mercy is a principle which, however right 
and amiable in itfelf, becomes wrong and unamiable whe ‘nit is wrong 
applied. © That tendernefs which was implanted in our natures for 
the beit purpofes, anfwers and promotes the worft, when it is exer 
cifed in a manner inconfiftent with the rules of truth, equity, and 
public utility : when exerted in favour of the undeferving, it becomes 
a real injury to the deferving. Nay, in fome cafes, to fave a life 
which is forfeited to the laws, is to endanger the lives of millions ; 
and to bring into jeopardy the fafety of their Sovereign, the fecurity 
of the ftate, and the very exittence of the conftitution.—But there is 
yet a {till more ferious confideration, to'deter men from fo grofs ade 
reliction of their duty, that he who againft conviction can be b ought 
to acquiefce in fach a verdict, though fcreened from the cenfures of an 
earthly judge, inc UTS in the eye of that Heavenly Judge, who reads 
the hearts and minds of all his creatures, the guilt, and all the dread. 
ful confequences 1¢ violates his oath, and ‘ the Lord 





will not ‘hold him giilticts that taketh his name in vain,” Pr. 12. 
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Towards the conclufion of the fermon there are fome excel- 
lent obfervations on the too-prevalent difpofition to encou- 
rage ‘‘ novel and untried theories,” and upon the excellence 
of our con{titution, which, the refpeétable author truly fays, 
can fall ‘* but by the prevalency of thofe dangerous doétrines 
and pofitions, which, like ee and mildew, poifon and 
kill every thing they touch.” e whole difcourfe is ani- 
mated, judicious, and inftru€tive ; and fully juftifies the re- 
queft to which we are indebted for its publication. 





Art. XII. A Sermon, preached at the Affizes held at the 
City of Carlifle, Aug. 12, 1798, before the Honourable 
Sir Giles Rooke, Knt. one of the Fuftices of our Lord the 
King, of the Bench, and the Honourable Sir Soulden Law- 
rence, Knt. one of ee of our faid Lord the King, 
affigned to hold Pleas before the King pane By Jonathan 
Boucher, A.M. F.A.S. Vicar of Epfom, in Surrey. 
Publifhed at the unanimous Requeft of the Grand Jury. 
4to. Pp. 24. Carlifle. 


i isa moft flattering circumftance, and one that but feldem 
occurs, toa clergyman, to be honoured, in the fhort fpace 
of fourteen days, with the unanimous requeft of two feparate 
congregations, compofed, too, of perfons fully competent to 
judge of their merits, to give to the public two difcourfes 
which he has delivered in the difcharge of his profeffional 
duty. The fermon before us is not equal to the other, in 
point of compofition ; though it be an able difcourfe and well 
adapted to the occafion on which it was preached. The text 
from the 7th, 8th, and gth verfes of the 4th chapter of Deu- 
teronomy, is the fame which Lord Clarendon has prefixed to 
his Hiftory of the Rebellion. It points immediately to the 
pre-eminence of our own civil and religious eftabliihments, 
over thofe of all other countries ; and the pious preacher, 
very naturally and juftly, thence deduces the neceffity, not of 
proud and arrogant exultation, but of a deep and fervent gra- 
titude to that Being to whofe kindnefs and bounty we are in- 
debted for thefe ineftimable bleflings. He warns all the 
friends of the conftitution again{t the foolifh advocates of 
innovation, which he aptly characterizes in the following 
paffage :— 

 Thefe are the axfrable fouls menzioned by St. Peter, whom ano- 
ther clafs of perfons, deferibed by the fame apottle as deceivers, ale 
ways find it fo eafy to beguile. with qriakfinidlces words of vanity. 
Under the impofing name of liberty, they have, alas! too often 
been feduced into licentioufnefs; and for philofophy have embraced 
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atheifm. As though the ftructure of a national fyftem, notwithfland. 
ing that it comprehends both religion and law, were of no more im. 
rtance than any ordinary piece of mechanifm, thefe modern re. 
rmets find amufement in projecting rafh experiments, even at the 
hazard of a nation’s peace. Defpifing the fage maxims of their wary 
anceftors, the founders of this glorious fabric of liberty, they affect 


to confider all the wifdom of experience merely as the accumulation of 


error: and, as it were, to-give us a foretafte of what mighit be looked 
for from the completion of their projects, they begin by undermining, 
with wily dexteriry, the props of our conftitution, that the conttitu, 
tion itfelf may the more eafily be razed to the ground.”’ Pp. 14, 
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Arr. I. A Pra&fical View of the prevailing Religious Syfen 
of profefjed Chriftians, in the higher and middle Claffes in 
this Country, contrafted with real Chriftianity. By Wil- 
liam Wilberforce, Efq. Member of Parliament for the 
County of York. 8vo. Pp. 516. Cadell and Davies. 


Art. II. A Letter to William Wilberforce, Efg. on the Sub- 
jet of his late Publication. By Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. 
late Fellow of Jefus College, Conbaides. Svo. Pp. 71, 
Price 2s. Kearfley, London. 


Art. III. A Review of Mr. Wilberforce’s Treatife, entitled 
A Praétical View of the prevailing Religious Syfem of pro- 
Seffed Chriftians, &c. in Letters to a Lady. By Thomas 
Belfham. 8vo. Pp. 277. Price 6s. Johnfon, London. 


Art. 1V. An Appeal to the Nation, on the Subjeét of Mr. 
Gilbert Wakefield’s Letter to William Wilberforce, Efq. 
M. P. To which are fubjoined Four Sermons, on important 
Subjects, canneéted with the Appeal. By the Rev. Georgs 
Hutton, B. D, Curate of Plumtree, near Nottingham, 
and lately Fellow of St. Mary Magdalene College, Ox- 
ford. 8vo. Pp. 162. Price 3s. Cadell and Davies. 


: | ‘HE philanthropy and Chriftianity of Mr. Wilberforce, 
. fuggefted to him the propriety of writing this Practical 
Review, and he has delivered his fentiments to the public, 


from a principle of religious duty. He had long meditated 
: . this 
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this publication, and the fentiments he has delivered to the 
world, are the refult of “ clofe obfervation, ferious enquiry, 
much reading, and long and repeated confideration.” He 
ftates that “‘ the main obje@ which he has in view is, not to 
convince the fceptic, or to anfwer the arguments of perfons 
who avowedly oppofe the fundamental doétrines of our re- 
ligion ; but to point out the feanty and erroneous fyitem of 
the bulk of thofe who belong to the clafs of orthodox Chrittians, 
and to contraft their defective {cheme with a reprefentation 
of what the author apprehends to be real Chriftianity.”’ 

As Mr. W. is ftrongly attached to the church of England 
and its excellent liturgy, (P. 72.) it was naturally to be ex- 
pected, that the productions of a layman, in defence of an 
ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, and the prefervation of the 
Chriftian religion, from philofophical Unitarians and fectaries, 
would be violently cenfured and ridiculed by the illuminated 
rcligionifts. Prieftleys, Paines, Wakefields, and Belfhams, 
by flattering readers poffefling little folidity of learning or 
accuracy of inveftigation, that this zra alone engroffes the 
whole circle of the fciences, have deluded many fuch fciolifts, 
and have planted arrogance, of quick growth, in the mind, 
inftead of fowing the feeds of true knowledge, which are a 
long time in arriving at maturity. Thefe men ridicule and 
defpife every argument drawn from hilftory, experience, or 
antiquity, and, elated by an afflumed fuperiority, boaftingly dif- 
play their felf-confequence, and unparalleled powers 2 gi 
fon and judgement. Modelty or diffidence are terms unknown 
in the language of thefe theophilanthropifts, but with a direéo- 
rial confequence, and the airs of a philofophift, they iffue 
their mandates or replies. Paft ages have been a ‘‘ calamitous 
period of fupine ignorance, thraldom, and debafement of all 
that is noble and gencrous in man ; the day of reftitution and 
refrefhment have now commenced their glorious career with 
rapid ftrides, and are marching with an acceleration that no 
tyranny can impede, from their goa" in our vicinity, to the 
precinéts of the univerfe.” (Wakefield’s Reply, p. 12.) 

By the bleffing of the Almighty, the profpeéts of thefe gen- 
tlemen are at leaft darkened and confounded ; and they cannot 
at prefent join in the prophetic pean of Dr. Price, ‘* Lord, now 
letteft_ thou thy fervant depart in peace,” for the accomplith- 
Ment is not yetcompleted. But to view diftin@ly fome attacks 
of the diffatisfied and Theifts on this refpeCtable advocate for 
the religion of Jefus, and the exiftence of rational govern- 
ment, we fhall contemplate only a few of thofe fleeting hoftile 
charges, which the enemies to focial order and infpired reve- 
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lation have directed again{t our eftablifhed religion and con- 
{titution. 

Mr. Wilberforce has introduced a ftrong objection againtt 
the univerfal juitice of the Almighty, relative to the natural 
corruption of human nature. He gives thefe words to a 


bold iceptic :— 


«¢ Whatever I am,’’ he contends, ‘‘ I am what my Creator made 
me. I inherit a nature, you yourfelf contefs, depras ed, and prone to 
evil: how then can 1 withétand the temptations to én by which I 
am environed? If this plea cannot eftablifh my innocence, it muf 
excufe, or, at leatt, extenuate my guilt. Frail and weak as I am, a 
Being of infinite juitice and goodne is will never try me by a rule, which, 
however equitable in the cafe of creatures of a higher nature, is alte. 
gether difproportionate to minc.’’ Pp. 56. 


His opponent, Mr. Belfham, takes advantage of this ftate- 
ment, and thus argues from the premiles fuggefted by this in- 
cautious friend of religion :— 


« It is futile to alledge, asa palliation of the difficulty, that the 
firft parents of the human race were originally innocent and happy ; 
but that, in confequence of their fall, they contracted a depraved 
nature, Which they tranfinitted ‘to their pofterity, for which God is 
not accountable. Such reafoning as this cannot impofe upon the under. 
ftanding even of a child. Did God re fign the direction of his works as 
foon as he had placed Adam in Paradife? Is not his agency as really 
and as immediately concerned in the formation of every individual of 
mankind, as in that of their original anceftor? If I am born into 
the world a expe ed creature, itis by his appointment, and even by 
his immediate energy. © | am what my Creator made me,’ 

Tt is, if potli thie, GIL more prepolterous to argue, that although 
evil prevails in this diitrict of the univerfe, good may greatly prepon- 
derate upon the whole. ‘There 1s nothing more than an appeal from 
fact to gratuitou: fuppotitions. We can only reafonfrom what we know. 
If evil prevails as tar ws our obfers ation extends, we can have no rea- 
jon to believe that it does not prevail in the fame proportion through 
the univerte. Kevelation itfelt could not prove the contrary ; tor if 
God be a malignant being, how can we know that he does not take 
pleafure in deceiving his creatures? What ground have we for de- 
pending upon his veracity f’’ Pp. 32. 


This author would infer, that it human nature is depraved 
and guilty, the Creator mutt have introduced into exiftence his 
human ‘* offspring tainted to the very core with fin.” This 
author exalts his realon above revelation, and being wile 
above what is written, no revelation can prove any thing con- 
trary tothe fuggefitons of his own mind. But as “he proteties 
to believe in the gofpels, which ** contain a faithful and cre- 
dible account of the Ghrifian doctrine, which is the true “<a 
ry) 
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of Ged ;” (P. 19.) it is incredible to us how Mr. B. profefling 
fuch belief, can wantonly impeach the character of his Maker, 
and traduce his works. Mr. Belfham is a profefled teacher 
of the ignorant, ou & 0 dilacxodos TH ofan Kat TaUTa 4 YyIVwOXELS 5 
muft not a man be born again? That which 1s born A the 
frofh is fiefh, and that whieh is born of the fpirit is fpirit, 
“ except a man be born of water and the fpirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God.” But this was not fo from the 
inning, for then evil had no being; but evil has origi- 
nated from the abufe of thofe faculties, freedom of will and 
ation, which were effentially neceflary to the happinefs of 
an intellectual creature. Men or angels might have been 
impelled to good, as the planets move in their {pheres, and 
deviate not from their courfe; but if men or angels had 
been thus formed, «and formed intelle€tual beings, they mutt 
have been flaves, ‘ poflefling not free agency, confequently not 
capable of that blifs which obedient fpirits, delighting in good 
from their own free choice, are capable of participating. If 
human or fpiritual exiftences therefore could not have been 
created happy without a choice of action, though that choice 
neceflarily implied a poflibility of evil ; it furely was perfectly 
confiftent with the wifdom and goodnefs of the Almighty 
(fince good on the whole will ultimately preponderate) to have 
age creatures, though originally good, capable of evil. 
e certainly cannot agree with Mr. Wilberforce, that 
‘a clear conception of the origin of evil is above the com- 
prehenfion of man,’’ but can rationally perceive how moral evil 
begat natural, and {fin introduced mifery, and comprehend the 
neceflity of the poflibility of our original corruption and the 
fall of man, which is our unhappinefs, not our fault. It is from 
the fall of Adam, who the moment he refifted the will of 
God by eating the apple, and by fuch a& manifefted his defire 
of becoming.independent of the will of perfe& goodnefs, 
wifdom, and purity, that the neceflity of regeneration and 
baptifm, are delivered as do&trines effential to falvation in the 
pipe. But Mr. B. profeffes to believe the New Tettament. 
ow then does he obviate thefe and fimilar paflages that 
inculcate the doétrine of original fin? ‘ As in Rieu all die, 
even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive ;”—** Since by man 
came death, if by one man’s offence death reigned, through 
the offence of one many be dead.” Thefe are faithful 
tranflations of Griefbach’s edition, which Mr. B. infinuates has 
thrown a new light to the world of fcholars, as may be feen 
in the tranflations of himfelf and Mr. Wakefield perhaps, 
whom the editors of the Monthly Review efteem ‘ more en- 
lightened and rational fetaries, than are the judicious and 
Pp3 learned 
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learned Clergy of our eftablifhed church ; (Monthly Review, 
1797, P. 242.) confequently thefe gentlemen are the m/ 
judicious and learned divines. But Mr. Wakefield, in replying 
to Mr. Wilberforce, has met with an able opponent in 
Mr. Hutton, who defends the impregnable building of real 
Chriftianity on a firm foundation, Jefus Chrift being the chief 
corner ftone, elect, precious. On the points denied by Mr, 
Wakefield, he thus replies :— | 


*¢ If the doétrines of original fin, of juftification by faith, of the 
atonement and redemption by the death of Chrift, of his mediation and 
interceflion for us, of the influence of the Holy Ghoft on the heart of 
the pious believer, of fan¢tification, of divine grace, be methodittical, 
then, befides the ancient fathers and writers of the Chriftian church, 
muft we rank amongft the methodiits the venerable names of Cranmer 
and the promoters of the reformation, the framers of the liturgy and 
the articles, Jewell and the other compilers of the Homilies, as alfo 
Hooker, Hammond, Hall, Sanderfon, Pearfon, Bull, Jeremy ‘Taylor, 
Barrow, Scott, Smalridge, names imprefled with the ftamp of vene. 
rablenefs long before the title of methodift was invented ; and to come 
nearer to our own times—Wilfon, Lavington, Secker, 'Townfend, 
Horne, Hurd, Horfley, Knox: * but thefe, it will be faid, were 
priefts, and members of the church of England ; let us then appeal to 
the writings of Watts, Doddridge, Evans, who though priefts were 
diffenters—of Nelfon, who, though of the church of England, was 
not a prieft,—of Soame Jenyns, who was certainly no prieft, and pro- 
bably not bigotted to the church of England,—of Monf. Bonnet of 
Geneva, who was neither prieft nor Church-of-England-man, And 
are fuch men to be deemed methoditts, irrational enthufiafts, fanatics? 
If, in fhort, the hiftory of the fall and reftoration of man, if the means 
whereby that reftoration was affected, if the way pointed out to us 
wherein we fhould walk in order to obtain the favour of God and 
fecyre Our future happinefs, if the affiftance held out to us for the fur- 
therance of this good end, be ¢ all vain deceit and falfe philofophy,’ 
then Mutt it be confefled that theOld and New Teftaments are a jumble 
of methodiftical cant and folly, a heap of lies and impofitions ; but if 
they be true, then in vain will the Goliahs of the modern Philiftines 
‘ defy the armies of the living God ;’ in vain will modern infidels 
brandifh in defiance their puny arms, though aided by the infidious wit 





# «6 Thefe names are feleéted, not becaufe they are the only divines 
of the church of England who have written in defence of the above 
doétrines, but becaufe they are fome of the moft eminent that have 
come within the compafs of the author’s reading; it would be no difli- 
cult matter to produce more, and perhaps more eminent, defenders of 
thefe doctrines : 





who deny them.”’ 
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the proates difficulty would be to find any writers _ 
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and farcafm of Voltaire, by the refined and polifhed tinfel of Rouf- 
feau, by the fubtle difquifition of Hume, by the ftudied and declama- 
tory periods of Gibbon, by the difingenuous mifreprefentations 0 
Prieftley ; * the meaneft David of the Houfe of the Lord may fearlefs 


enter the lifts, fecure of conquelt. If likewife the * Looking unto’ 


Jefus as the author and finither of our faith,’ if the belief that he 
came into the world to fave finners, and that through his name only 
we can obtain remiflion of our fins, be not neceflary, then may we at 
once burn our bibles as ufelefs ; but if it be neceffary, if it be (as it 
moft unqueltionably is) the very ground-work of our religion, the 
corner-ftone whereon refts the whole fabric of Chrittianity, then can 
itnever be too frequently. repeated, or too forcibly inculcated ; then 
are the minifters of the gofpel more particularly called upon to enforce 
its peculiar and effential doctrines, at a time when Chriftianity is 
attempted to be reduced to a fyitem of ethics, when the revelation of 
the will of an infinite Being is to be brought to the finite and imper. 
fect meafute of human reafon, when faith in its peculiar doctrines is 
traduced as favouring of cant and abfurdity, when thofe perfons, 
‘whofe lives are in the right,’ are denominated good Chriftians, 
whatever their faith may be, or whether they have any or none, 
Shorn of its beams, and dwindling into a mere fcheme of morality, 
Chriftianity is indeed eclipfed and obfcured ; far different was its 


appearance, when, difpelling the mitts of darknets which overfhadowed | 


the weftern world, it rofe with undiminifhed@luitre, in unclouded 
majefty and {plendour, and illuminated this our ifland with the bright 
rays of its doctrine ; fource inexhauitible of light and life, like the 





* « Should any one be difpofed to deny or to doubt the difinge. 
nuoufnefs and mifreprefentations of Dr. Prieitley, let him confult Bifhop 
Horfley’s Tra¢ts, and the notes at the end of Mr. Burgefs’s Sermon 
on the Divinity of Chrift; let him be referred to a letter, figned 
‘ Philalethes,’ addreffed to Dr. Prieitley refpeéting his publication of 
Mr. Weftley’s Letters, and his Addrefs to the Methoditts prefixed to 
them, wherein the Dottor is reduced to the unhappy alternative of 
having either inadvertently or deliberately publifhed a direct and pal- 
pable falfchood ; and he is called upon by the author to retraét his 
error, if it were committed through inadvertency or overfight, to do 
his utmoft to prevent the circulation of fo grofs a miftake as the only 
means of reparation in his power, and to make his acknowledgement 
and apology as fpeedy, as full, and unequivocal as poffible ; ‘ but if 
he refufe to do this, what (adds the author) muft the world think ? 
They muft conclude that he wroie it deliberately ; in which cafe he 
muft forfeit all right and title to the chara€ter of an honeft man.’ 
This Letter of Philalethes was publifhed September 6, 1791, And 
Ihave not heard that the Doctor ever made-a-pablic recantation by 
acknowledging his error, and craving pardon for the inadvertency ; 
if he has not, he mult be contidered as acquicfting in the. latter alter- 
hative,’’ 
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fan of this our fyftem, it communicated its vital energy to the inferjor 

lanets which attended in iis train. Chriftianity was indeed never 
intended to bea mere fvftem of morals; if it were, to what purpofe 
was that long chain of prophecy which preceded its introduction ? 
‘To what purpofe the numerous miracles which attended it? What 
need of a revelation, if that revelation imparted to mankind no 
new light, if it republifhed only, with the addition of a few pre. 
cepts and fan¢tions, what was known before, and had long been taught 
in the fchools of philofophy ? And do we not, by ftripping Chrif. 
tianity of its eflential dottrines, and degrading it to a fyftem of 
morals, do we not virtually deny its divine origin, and pave the way 
either for its total rejection as ufelefs, or for the cold, inanimate, 
and lukewarm reception of it, as a thing indifferent as to oar accept. 
ance or refufal ? Not confidering that in this cafe there can be no 
medium, there can be no divifion or difmemberment of the parts ; i: 
can never in part be true and in part falfe ; either the whole muft be 
accepted or the whole muft be rejected ; either we muft ‘ do every 
thing to the glory of God,’ or nothing ; either we muft § fet God 
always before us,’ or never ; we muft ‘love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, with all our mind, and with all our ftrength,’ 
or our love will be nothing worth; we muft give up the worthip of 
the mammon of unrighteoufnefs before we can wholly ferve the Lord 
our God. And it is farther to be confidered whether the lukewarm 
and lifelefs profeffors'of Chriftianity niay not hereafter be obnoxious 
to as fevere and heavy a vengeance as the daring rejectors of it, be- 
caufe by their practical indifference they have but too frequently been 
the caufe of its rejection by others, they have been the ‘ itone of 
tumbling and the rock of offence.’ 

«© In direct contradiction to the witked maxim that mere morality 
makes the fum and fubftance of practical religion, I affirm (fays Bithop 
Horfley*) that although religion includes morality, as the greater per- 
fection includes the lefs, fo that an immoral man cannot be religions, 
yet aman may be irreproachable in his moral conduct, and at the fame 
time perfectly irreligious, (that is, not as denying religion in general, 
or any one particular fyftem, but as having none). The notion that 
religion and morality are the fame, needs no other confutation than 
what arifes fpontancoufly from a juft definition of the terms ; religion,+ 
in the practical part, is a conformity of our a¢tions, our wills, and 
appetites to the will of God, in pure regard to his authority, and the 
relation in which we ftand to him, as difcovered to us by revelation ; 
morality, 2 conformity of our actions to the relation in which we ftand 
to each other in civil fociety. Morality, therefore comprehends fome 
confideral!e part, but a part only, of the duties of the fecond table ; 
with the higher branch of duty, with the love of God, and confe. 
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* See Charge to the Clergy of St. David’s, p. 16, 
+ He is {peaking of the Chriftian religion, 
guently 





quen 
conc 
abou 
of gt 
faith 
her i 
no k 
Agai 
datic 
finds 
abov 
of ea 
of G 
him 

relig 
our < 
cant 
rehig 
done 
ftrudi 
work 
done 
of hi: 

ies 

the 
* Rel 
fhip. 
wh 
virtu 
form: 
anim 
of G 
be f; 
mifes 
Agai 
beth 
fice, 

no re 
thing 


whic 


0 
and 
that 
prev 


—_—— 











Wilberforce—W akefield—Belfham—and Hutton. 557 


quently with the duties of the firft table, morality hath evidently no 
concern or connection ; morality is equally regardlefs or indifferent 
about the object of our worfhip, whether of one God or of many, or 
of graven images, enjoins no obfcrvance of a day of reft, no fea of 
faith in commemoration of the death of a Redeemer ; for deriving all 
her information from the fcantinefs and ignorance of reafon, fhe hath 
no knowledge of any part of that great branch of duty, devotion.’— 
Again, ‘ religion and morality ditfer not only in the extent of the 
daties which they prefcribe, but in the motive likewife ; morality 
finds all her motives here below, religion derives all her motives from 
above; the higheft principle in morals is a juft regard to the rights 
of each other in civil fociety ; the firft principle in religion is the love 
of God, or in other words, a regard to the relation which we bear to 
him as made known to us by revelation. And no attion is properly 
religious, otherwife than as it refpects God, and proceeds from a fenfe of 
our duty to him, or is regulated thereby. Hence, though religion 
can never be immoral becaufe moral works are a part of the works of 
religion, yet may ‘morality be irreligious ; for moral works may be 
done apart from religious motives, or by a perfon not fufficiently in- 
ftructed in religion to act from religious motives, confequently all fuch 
works mutt be irreligious, not contrary to religion but without it, not 
done indeed in defiance and defpite of God, but without any thought 
of him ; and in all fuch the atheift may be as perfect as the Chriftian. 
 Bifhop Horne has much to the fame purport,* when {peaking of 
the great and obvious diftin¢tion between religion and morality :— 
‘ Religion is the rule which teaches us to believe in God, and to wor. 
fhip him ; morality, the rule which teaches us to live foberly and 
honeftly. The moralift, having no Chriftian principles, pra¢tifes his 
virtues as well as he can, on fecular and felfith confiderations, in con. 
formity to commandments of his own making; while the Chriftian, 
animated by hopes and motives peculiar to revelation, acts for the love 
of God, and in obedience to Jefus Chrift, knowing that we are not to 
be faved for any thing that we do, but for that faith in the pro- 
mifes of God, and that love to God and man, with which it is done.’ 
Again, ‘ morality without religion is the fcheme of the deifts ; it 
hath no Saviour, no fanc¢tifier, no fall of man, no atonement, no facri- 
fice, no facraments, no fabbath, no tempter, no church, no priefthood, 
no refurrection, no life everlafting ; it hath no creed, for it hath no- 
thing whereon to form a creed, and is therefore without that principle 
which alone gives value and fignification to every moral a¢tion. ’’ 


On thefe fubjects we think Mr. Hutton unanfwerable, 
and therefore deter farther obfervation on them ; but we hope 
that fyftem of church government will never be reftored which 
prevailed in the age of fanaticifm in this.country, when it 
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* See Charge to the Clergy of Norwich, vp. 14. 
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was the cuftom of the paftors to make the junior parts of the 
congregation to undergo the following {trange examination :— 
“e At what day or hour did you f el the influxes of faving 

grace, and reccive the feal of your election and juttification ?” 
We tie fome methodifts who atk quef ftions of a fimilar 
import, and who are continually preaching about faving grace, 
juilifying grace, Chrift in your heart, expe riences, &c. eal 


canting oracles, who treat their own fi gllowers as the ele of 


God, in oppolition to the members of our brethren in the 
( bach. We hope Mr. Wilberforce coincides not with fuch 
dodtrines ; for his book inculcates, in general, the principles 
of real Chr ifianity, and will be of great benefit to the Chrittian 
world: Mr. Hutton, we are fue, entertains not fuch fenti- 
ments, and his publication reflects honour unto him as a 
fcholar, a divine, and a Chriltian teacher, and we refer our 
readers to his mafterly ‘* Appeal to the Nation,” for fatif- 
faction relative to all the points of religious controverfy in 
thefe pamphlets. But there is another field, where we have 
to encounter thefe opponents to the eftablifhed order of things. 
Mr. Wakefield, in his reply to a Praé?ical View of real Chrif- 
tianity, has principally directed his attention to a ee of 
politics and abufe ef the Minilter, as a friend of Mr. Wilber- 
torce. Mr. Wakefield has converted his Reply into a political 
as and has connected a religious difquifition with 


‘© Apoftacy, treachery, venality, corruption, perfecution, cruelty, 
military defpotifm, the. de ftruction of human happinefs, a boundlefs 
juit of devattation, the deliberate murder of many myriads, and, 
amidit oceans of blood, an infatiable thirit for more.’”’ P. 69. 


Mr. Wakefield profeffes to ‘* write the words of truth 
and fobernefs, words that will {tand the teft of reafon and 
the feriptures ;” (Pp. 66.) we will examine a few of them 
by this teft, and then appeal to the judgement of any 
fcholar.for his truth and fobernefs. He thus proves the Ma- 


oor of the P cople :— 


« +, "The freedom of public difcuffion has been abridged by fan- 
guinary ftatutes virtu: lly incompatible with the verbal compact be- 
tween the fabjeGs and their fervant (Rom, xii. 3.) the chief ma- 
f ‘feare of this realm, the creatur - laste wim KTIZEI, (1 Pet. il. 
13.) of our hands: a compact, ratified by a public and foleimn oath 
at the time of his inveititure with his office.’ p. 53. 


The devil can quote feripture to ferve his purpofe ; but 
we never knew patiages lefs calculated to prove the in- 
terences deduced trom. This is the original in Grief- 
hach, (Rom. c. xili. 3, 4). Ov vee apKovTes Bx EIGs Dobos 
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skvoiay ; TO ayaSoy must, xa eles emasnov c& avtns Jey yao 
Sianovos ess oo eis TO a@ya2tov. For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be atraid 
the power? Do that which is good, and thou fhalt have 
praife of the fame: ‘ For he is the minifter of God to thee 
tor good.”” The word apyovres, rulers, commanders, is inter- 
preted by this critic, a fery ant; and a minifc r of God, accord- 
ing to this learned gentleman, is a fervant of the pe iple 5 
«the verbal compact between the /ubyed?s and their fervant ; 
(Rom. c¢. Xill. Vv. 3.) ergo, the people are God. He sefers 
to this pafllage to prove, that ‘* the chief Mayiftrate of this 
realm is the creature of our hands: (1 Pet. C. ily Ve 84.) 
Yroraynte ey Dao avi: WRU ATICE: Oi TOY xupeay" EITE Baoinres 
We UGEPEYOVTs SITE "VECO ws Of auTH WEUTOAEVAS ELS EXOIMNGLY 
uanoTowy, emaivoy Os aya4orowy. ** Submit yourfelves to every 
otdinance of man for the Lord’s fake: whether it be to the 
King as fupreme ; or unto governors, as unto them that are 
fent by him tor the punifhment ot evil doers, and for the 
praife of them that do well.’”’ When men can thus pervert 
their abiiities, and torture words from their true meaning, 
and mifreprefent the feriptures, furely they approximate to 
the character of knaves, or madmen. ‘This author afks, 
whether we would preter Joyal Chriftian Engli/hmen to rebe!- 
tous French atheifts, or not? 


 Suppofe we aflift our decifion on this point by defcending from 
general competition to a fpecitic inttance. Whether of the twain, 
forexample, do you moit approve and reverence; Buonaparie, {late 
the fond object of my folicitude day and night ; 





Moras wiv AUIS yUXTAS bALOY y 

Hpata 0 aiuatorra* ———- 
but now, with his unrivalled companions of the war, «my confolation 
and my triumph!) Buvonapar rr, I fay, or Kpmunp burke? The 
one, a prodigy beyond compare in eloquence and genius ; but a fiend 
in malignity, and jnfatiable of human blood ; 


‘ Shutting the gates of mercy on mankind :’ 


ihe other, in the very midift of victories, which eclipfe even the 
atchievements of that unrivalled Carthaginian, preferring one civic 
crown, tor the prefervation of a fingle citizen from death, to the 
melancholy glory, that could refult from a thoufand ~— ot a 
vOnqueror, wading through floods of flaughter to his reward!’ p. 63. 


We only afk Mr. Wakefield, on this fubject, whether he 
would rather die a Mahometan, or a pious Chriftian ? 

Mr. Beliham’s religion and politics may be eftimated from 
the following paflages:—Pp. 217, note. 
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«© The advocates for the orthodoxy of the Britifh Cabiner, will 
hardly object, that the prayer of the French Direttory is a hypo. 
critical farce to delude the vulgar. Yet even this wouid prove that 
the French in general are not a nation of atheifes, asy to ferve the 
purpofes of party, they have been fo affiduouily and falfely repre. 
tented. Reveillere Lepaux is a member of the Theophilanthro pic 
Society, a religious community lately introduced inte France, whofe 
common principle is a belief in the exiftence, perfection, and provi. 
dence of God, and in the doctrine of a future life ; and whote rule 
of morals is, love to God, and good will to men. This feét is in a 
very flourifhing ftate ; its profefied principles compreh end the effence 
of the Chriftian religion: but not admitting the refurrection of Chri, 
the Theophilanthropitts deprive themfelves of the onl y folid ground, 
on which to build the hope of a future exiitence.’’ 


And again—P. 197. 


“6 One venerable man, whofe name will ever be dear to the friends 
of truth and fcience, whole purity of character bids defiance to 2. 
Jumny, and whofe fimplicity of manners indicates the corre¢tnefs of 
his principles, and the dignity of his mind, has, /2//y for his ardent 
zeal for truth, and his fearlefs proteflion of genuine Chrittianity, been 
compelled to feek for refuge in the tranfatlantic wildernefs, where, 
among the enlightened fages of a rifiag empire, he has tound that 
fatcty, tranquillity, and renown, which was denied to his declining 
years by his deluded and ungratetul country.” 


«¢ Thither, thercfore, ‘in the language of Tucker, ) let all 
our republican patriots {peedily repair ; time is precious, and 
the caufe invites: a pafiport will undoubtedly! be granted them 
as foon as applied tor, and ample leave will be obtained to 
exchange the flaveryfot this country tor the freedom of Ame- 
rica > thither, therefore, let them all retire ;’-—‘* For there 
they will live,” according to the prediction ot Dr. Price, **un- 
difturbed by Bithops, Nobles,‘ and Kings, and there, like- 
wife, they will enjoy all the bleflings which can attend that 
happy itate, where cvery memb.r of fociety will be his own 
law-giver, his own governor, judge, and director.” 

The writer, in the Monthly Review, highly extols the 
abilities, candour, and liberality of Mr. Beltham, and ap- 
proves ot his Theophilanthropy and Unitarianifm ; and the 
Critical Review fates, that it Mr. B.’s fentiments are talfe, 
a reader ** would almott with them to be true.” Review, 

798---P. 440. 
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Arr. V. Oratio Anniverfaria in Theatro Collegii Regalis 
Medicorum Londinenfis, ex Harveii Infiituto, habita a 
Joanne Latham, M. D. Socio: die Otobris Decimo 
O@avo, Fefto Sancti Luce Evangeliite. Pp. 28. 
Price 1s. Longman, London. 1796. 


Art. VI. A general View of the Eftablifhment of Phyfie as a 
Science in England, by the Incorporation of the College of Phy- 
ficians, London, together with an Inquiry into the Nature 
that Incorporation, in which it is demonftrated, that the Ex- 
clufion of all Phyficians,. except the Graduates of Oxford and 
Cambridge, from the corporate Privileges of the College, is 
founded on Ufurpation, being contrary to the Letter and 
Spirit of its Charter. By Samuel Ferris, M. D. F. S. A. 
8vo. Pp. 168. Price 3s. 6d. fewed. Johnfon, London. 


1795- 


«es deftroy every eftablifhed inftitution has long been the 
order of the day. Every thing mutt bow down to the 

efs Reafon, in the language of the Monthly Review, 
“gel An. 1796.)—Thefe modeft editors give Edinburgh 
precedency to poor Oxford; we will give them one or fiw 
reafons why the graduates of North Britain fhould not rank 
betore the doctors in phyfic of Englifh univerfities. 

The wifdom of our forefathers has eftablifhed this maxim, 
as an incontrovertible principle, that no fcience can be ac- 
quired by intuition. ‘Time and labour are neceffary for the 
attainment of all knowledge ; confequently he who expends 
more time and labour in the purfuit, may more rationally be 
prelumed to make greater progrefs. In Englifh feminaries 
eleven years attention is required before the degree of doétor 
in phyfic is conferred on any candidate for fuch honour. 
When a {tudent is admitted to the univerfity, it is rationally 
expected that he fhould lay the foundation- of found learning 
in the acquifition of Greck and Roman claffics; which fub- 
fequently enables him to {ludy Galen, Aretzus, and Hippo- 
crates, in the original, to underftand the nature and compo- 
ftion of Pharmacopeian medicines, and confult the moft able 
medical authors. When he has dedicated two or three years 
to fuch ftudies, he generally attends the chymical, anato- 
mical, clinical, botanical, and philofophical leétures, to ac- 
quire that knowledge which is effentially neceffary for this 
hberal and beneficial profeflion. Whena medical ftudent has 
-smemg in arts, the bachelor in arts uniformly vifits the 

fpitals. either of the metropolis or Edinburgh, that he may 
quire experience from feeing more numerous patients, and is 
under 
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under the neceflity of bringing certificates and teftimonials 
from the different profetfors of London, Scotland,* or other 
medica! feminary, before he can be admitted to the degree of 
bachelor in phyfic. At ‘the expiration of eleven univerfity 
years from his matriculation, he is generally honoured wit) 
the gown ot a Doétor in Medicine, and he can then demand ay 
examination for a Fellowfhip of the College of Phyticians jn 
London. It neceffarily follows, then, that every Doétor in 
Phyfic of Oxford and Cambridge muft have been regularly 
educated; that he cannot, in the language of one of the frater- 
nity, be an “ Apothecary run to feed,” or an Army-furgeon 
transformed by a diploma from Aberdeen or Glafgow. 

By the ftatutes of the Univerlfities of Edinburgh or Leyden, 
a ftudent in phyfic, properly qualified, and who has regularly 
attended the Iectures of the Profeflors, is honoured with a 
degree in /e/s than four years. Allowing then ‘¢ the licentiates 
to be as induftrious as the Fellows of the College’’ with 
Doctor Ferris, yet certainly, when they commence practice, 
the pretenfions of a pupil of four years and eleven years are 
not upon an equality. 

But let us fee what would be the confequence of admitting 
all Phyficians to be candidates tor a Fellowthip in the College. 
We (thould foon have no Phyfcians but Scotch Doétors 5 tor 
what parent would fend his fon to Englith Univerfities to 


fludy e/even years in Oxtord or Cambridge, and in London, at, 


an immenfe expence, when he might obtain equal honour, 
advantages, and fame, at Edinburgh, Leyden, Glafgow, or 
Aberdeen, in four years, where he might live -genteelly, 
though frugally; when he might commence praciice at fwenty- 
one, inftead of waiting tor maturity at fwenty-/even or fwenty- 
e:ght years of age. “The Bachelors of Arts in our Univerfities 
who have dedicated their ftudies to the /cience of phyjfic are truly 
and rea//y upon an equality with the North Briton Doctors, 
With equal reafon and juffice might they demand to be exa- 
mined for a Fellowihip, for they have ftudied four years in an 
Univerfity, in no refpect interior to the Scotch feminaries. 
The introduction of barbarous Latinity into ufe by this learned 
Profeflion would be the total annihilation of all fyllabic quan- 
tity in pronunciation ; another confequence of fuch fyftem. 
This cannot be more {trongly proved than by the delivery of 
an oration in Warwick Lane, where one of the ableft Phy- 
ficians of the Scotch-fchool, and of the beft {cholars, fome 
years ago honoured with a Fellowthip of that fociety, unt 
tormly pronounced the third perfon plurai of the preter- 
perfedt-tenfe, fhort as produxtrunt for produxérunt, &Xc 
and if. fuch attempted innovation had fuceceded, we fhould in 
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vainlook for medical men who read Aretzusin the original, 
or the elegant Latinity of Sir George Baker or Dr. Latham. 

The author of this Oration, confcious of fuch effeGs, open/y, 
in the prefence of the LICENTIATES, delivered fuch fenti- 
ments :— 

 Invadit enim inimica cohors, et agmine fa¢to irruens minatur : 
non amplius latet hoftis, et occulté adverfatur, fed acriter et confer- 
tim in aperto aggreditur ferox, audax, pertinax ; pofthabita fide 
de obfervandis ftatutis, et de omnibus in arte medica pro viribus 
in honorem collegii faciendis :—nulla autem fit inter nos tumultuantis 
hoftis formido ; minas enim grandiloguas mens diffipat firma, et in 
furorem ufque precipitem, ideoque confilii expertem vim, cito vincit, 
quantumvis minacein, concordia.’”’ Pp. 13. | 


The Monthly and Critical Reviews have not conde/cended to 
notice this Oration ; the Analytical concifely obferves, that “this, 
like the generality of anniverfary orations, contaiifs little that 
is deferving of praife, except it be the e/egance of the Latinity,”’ 
1796, Pp. 163. In reviewing the Reviewers, then, relative to 
Dr. Latham’s publication, we are compelled to recur to our 
Conftitutional Critic. The Briti/b ftates, that there is an 
“ accumulation of praifes;’”” but they are not appropriated 
to the perfons of Drs. Pitcairn and Auflin, lately deceafed, 
Now, ‘‘ Pitcarne fagax”’ is the firft term applied by Dr, 
Latham ; and the editor ftates, 1796, Pp. 425, that ‘ Dr. 
Pitcairn was a Phyfician of great fagacity and judgement ; but 
he was more remarkable for a clear and folid under{tanding, 
than for the dridlrancy and /plendour of his talents,” &.— 
Dr. Auftin is characterized as ‘* Chemiz Decus;’’ but the 
editor affirms, that this remark could not apply to the ac- 
count of Dr. Auttin, &. Now that chymical knowledge was 
beneficially applied to analyze the Pharmacopzia by this 
celebrated Phyfician, no practitioner in London will, I believe, 
be hardy enough to deny. But the Reviewer of this Oration, 
and Dr. Latham, entertain different opinions of the ability of 
Phyficians; the former probably admires the éri/liant and 
fplendid theories of the Scotch Univerfities, the latter thus 
diftinguifhes Phyficians of great talents :— 


 Quos longa majorum docet experientia, et obfervatio propria 
confirmat ? Non autern eruditionis faftidium, non fcientie adfectatio, 
ton fuperbiz inanitas hominibus vel virtutem, vel fapientiam, vel 
honorem reveri largitur—labor utilis, patientia ftudiofa, diligentia 
accurata, praxis repetita, mens capax, Mores manfueti, hee equidem 
honeftant medicum, et hodiernos ipforum antecefforibus reddere pot. 
funt equales. Paruin enim refert attigiffe labris tua flu‘nina, O! Ifis, 
deliciz noftre ! ubi ftat turribus altis prefidium juventutiset dulce decus 
fublimi vertice tangens JEthera ; five amznas inviiiffe tuas, O! Grante, 
ripas 
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Yipas vago metitas greflu, nifi pleno hauftu deprompferimus, nifi certg 
impegirimus veftigia : ex his autem fedibus erumpens fons dottrinz jugis 
hanc equidem focictatem confueto influxit curfu ; et ex hoe fonte deriva. 
tam, aggeribus fep:am circum, et pollentibus undis, poteftne fubyer. 
tere invidia, aut vaftare malignitas? Haudquaquam—amnis nun. 
quam defluet, fed rivo lucido et profundo labitur, in omne yum 
lapfurus.”” P. 10. 


From the /iyle and con/ftitutional language of this compofi. 
tion, we are far from regretting that this Oration has been 
iven to the public from the prefs in apparent oppotition to 
the fentiments of the Britith evitic. * Dr. Latham not only 
‘© glances t at a difpute between the Licentiates and the Fel- 
lows,” as may be feen by a prior quotation, but refiits the in- 
novating, levelling fyftem, with a manly, bold, and vigorous 
fpirit, and nervous fentiments, as the fubfequent extracts amply 
prove. Having delineated the conftitution of the College, he 
proceeds— 


«¢ Et nonne tuum, O! Britannia! imperium ficciné habitum eft 
et moderatum? Nonne multa jam evolvere fxcula te tuumque decus 
fymmo jure collaudantia? Infidias, doli et feditionis ira, fcelere, 
et libidine paratas, jamdudum feliciter fuperafti—integra et incolumis 
dum ipfum fenefcat tempus in juventute vigeas, valeas, polleas—Us- 
dique dum decertant regna pro aris et focis, ne hoftis per vetitum 
ide impius et facrilegus ruat, et, quid fit jucundum, quid honeftum, 
quid fanétum et reverendum, pemtus confundat; tibi libertas in- 
violata, fides incorrupta, juftitia immutabilis, tibi O! infularum feli- 
ciflima! falvi funt penates—cum lare quifque fuo utatur fundo, fab 
vite et ficu fuis fruatur frugibus, nihil timens, nihil invidens, fed in 
potteros pofterorum tradens munera, qu quifque per innumeros milla 
tuatur avos.’” 


¢¢ Si tali fub forma talique fub modo refpublica noftra medica 
omnino fe habuerit, et fi exemplar iftud infigne et venerandum fodali- 
tium noftrum ftudeat adhuc imitari, de priftind fami quid mirandum, 
de futuro fplendore quid metuendum ?’’ Pp. 20—22. 


This Oxford Do&tor thus concludes his Oration :— 


“© Sofpites igitur, O! fodales, precor atque obteftor pergite—+t 
vobis collegii ftatus totus confervabitur, et honor medicine perpetwus 
fiorebit—veftro enim peudenti et fideli fub regimine omnia et funt 
eruntque fauita, omnia falva ; et vobis opitulantibus ininimé timen- 


———— 





ens 





* Although every fellow is expected in his turn to prepare and de. 
liver an eration, the publication 1s at the option of the {fpeaker 3° they 
are not therefore regularly printed. Pp. 425. dx. 17g5. 

+ Britith Critic. 
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dum eft, ne quid fodalitium noftrum detrimenti capiat ; fed arietes 
fuffoffionefque hoftium contemnentes, et kaudquaquam metuentes ne 
contumax firmam proruat columnam odium, hz zxdes poem fyo 
ftantes, ponderibufque librate fuis viguerunt, vigent, et femper vige- 
bunt.”” P. 26. 


With refpeé& to Dr. Ferris’s publication, whichall the Jacobin 
Reviewers fo highly extol, and which fully proves, in the 
opinion of the editor of the Analytical, that the College 
“can neither reafonably nor legally refufe to beftow the pro- 
feflional diftin€tion of a Fellow on competency of talent and 
refpectability of character,” (Pp. 163. An. 1796,) we think 
we have proved it not to be reafonable, and our courts of me 
have decided it not to be Jegal. When the Scotch Univerlities 
adopt the Englifh fy{tem, the members will be admitted ad- 
eundum in Oxford, Conshetlan, and Dublin ; but we Know the 
intriguing difpofition of one nation: and to the difgrace of 
our late government be it publifhed, that previous to the pre- 
ent war-eftablifhment there was not one Phyfician upon the 
medical ftaff that had not been appointed by Hunter, Surgeon- 
general to the army, and that the majority of fuch Phyficians 
confifted of Army-furgeons * fradmeerined by Scotch diplomas. 

We think we have clearly fhewn that it is ‘* not demon- 
frrated ;” &c. (Title Pageto Charter) and, in the language of the 
Monthly Review, deny that his Aypothetical charge 7 the 
College is by his inveftigation become categorical.—W hat logtc 
do thefe gentlemen ftudy—reddit ne categorice—when he begs 
the queftion?—If it appear, that is, give it appear ; “a8 nega 
tur totus proceffus—But they appear not to know the paltry 
logic of Duncan. 





Art. VII. Antient Metaphyfics. Vol. V. Containing the Hiftory 
of Man, in the civilized State. gto. Pp. 323. Price 153s, 
Cadell and Davies, London. 


‘eB is not our prefent intention to enter wpon a minute 
enquiry into the merits of this fingular work; we mean 
only to confider the plan and mode of democratical Reviewers ; 
to exhibit a frefh {pecimen of the indultry with which they 
collet and quote doctrines, or even detached obfervations, 
unfavourable to this country. 





—— 


* Such men are beft qualified furely to anderftand Weft-India 


climates, 
NO. V. VOL. I. Og Lord 
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Lord Monboddo is, we believe, a good, and, confequently, 

a loyal and patriotic man, and often has declared himfelf an 

admirer and {trenuous friend of the Britifh conftitution ; but, 

in his zeal to maintain his favourite theory of the fuperiority 

of favage to civilized life, he has advanced opinions, which, 

it admitted, would have a contrary tendency. In defcanting 

on the bad effets which he imputes to thofe creatures of ciyj- 
lization, manufaQtures, commerce and riches, he afferts, that 

there.is more of phyfical and moral evil, more of indigence and 

difeafe, vice and mifery, in England, the country moft eminent 

for trade, manufacturers, and wealth, than in any other part 

of the world. Were his account aétually true, inftead of 

exulting in the goodnefs of our laws and inftitutions, we 

fhould be compelled to allow them to be as bad as Jacobins 

with to reprefent them. We, however, not only believe, 

but know, that there is much lefs of enormous crimes in this 

than in any other country of Europe. Very rare are the 

inftances of the higheft of all crimes againit individuals, that 
for which no compenfation can ever be made to the fufferer; 

whereas in moft other countries, it occurs very frequently, 

and in fome almoft daily. Had his Lordfhip reflected on the 
allaflinations of the fouth of Europe, on the profligacy of 
France and Italy, on the atrocities of more northern parts of 

the Continent, on the gloomy barbarities of the Moors, when 
he affirms, that there is more crimes in England than elfe- 
where? With regard to indigence, whoever has obferved the 
{tate of peafants, labourers, and mechanics, in Ruflia, Ger- 
many, Italy, and Old France, (that unhappy country being, 
at prefent, out of the reach of all former moral calculations, 
and even Lord Monboddo’s native country, Scotland, and 
<ompared them with the {tate of the fame claffes in England, 
he will be prepared to prove the contrary to what Lord Mon- 
beddo advances. In no ccuntry are the refources againtft in- 
digence fo numerous and open to induftry and prudence, and 
where either misfortune, or even mifconduét, has reduced 
individuals to poverty, the evil is remedied by public inlli- 
tutions of the moft unexampled liberality: thus, there is infl- 
nitely ress of indigence in England than in any other country 
that we know. With refpeét to difeafe, a third caufe of 
mifery which he fuppofes to be more prevalent in England 
than in other regions, his affertion is equally unwarranted : 
thofe difeates, efpecially, which arife from luxury and de- 
bauchery, are, every medical man knows, much more general 
and prevalent in Italy, and fome other countries, than im 
Britain. ‘This opinion of his Lordthip is evidently without 
any foundation, and as evidently of a hurtful tendency. Phe 
deinocra tical 
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democratical Reviewers have not failed te obfetve- the in- 
ference to which the author’s obfervations would lead. . Ac- 
cordingly, we find, that in’ both the Critical and Monthly, 
the remarks on Monboddo’s Metaphyfics are entirely confined 
to that part of the work in which the author-declaims on the 
vice and mifery which he fuppofes to reign fo paramount i 
England. Although this fubje@ does not occupy the fortiet 
oom of the work, it occupies the whole of the-criticifm. 
ear we the Critical Reviewer! After quoting, at great 
length, the pailages which afcribe to England, the pre- 
eminence of phyfical and moral evil, they make the following 
obfervations :— it sens 


« Truth and wifdom appear in the foregoing refleCtions.---Ah 
avidity for wealth feetns of late to have degraded the charattet 
of Britons, while the prodigality of public expenditure has more thah 
kept pace with the acquifitions of commerce. We hope, however, 
that, as his Lordfhip and the miniftry feem to be on amicable terms, 
his fuggeftions on this topic will be regarded, and that, when our 
country {hall repofe from the agitation of war, fome attention will be 
fhewn to the health and the morals of the people.’’ , 


We deny thefe refleGtions to contain eithér truth or wifdom. 
The atlertion, that the Englifh are the moft vicious and miferable 
of mankind, every man who has informed himfelf concerning 
the fituation and morals of the different claffes in fociety, in 
heighbouring countries, can pronounce to be NOT TRUE. 
The attempt to reprefent them as fuch will be very eafily 
admitted to be Nor’wisk. His Lordfhip is, indeed, very 
little indebted to the critics, who, profefling to review a 
work. in which there is much of learning and benevolence, 
mingled with erroncous theory, have cited only the moft ob- 
jectionable paffages—paifages tending to produce conclufiors 
very remote, we are convinced, from what this good loyal 
patriotic author intended. The Critical Reviewér not only 
brings forward thofe parts of the work which he naturall 
conceives inimical to this countty, and confequently favourable 
to jacobinical projeéts, he makes them the occafion of intro- 
ducing ftri€tures totally irrelative té any part of the per- 
formance! ‘* The pattiotic members of the community,” he 
fays, ‘* by adopting the hints here benevolently thrown out, 
would be entitled to more applaufe than they would deferve, 
by adding to our territorial poffeffions, or by teftifying the moft 
exemplary folicitude for the obfervance of religious rites.’’ 
What conneétion there is between religious rites and the fub- 
je&t of the Review, it is impoffible to difcover ; it is, how- 


évér, very poffible and véry eafy to find out why the rites con- 
Qq 2 | neCted 
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need with our national eftablifhments attract feCarian ani. 


madverfion. 

The Monthly Reviewers are lefs open than the Critical ; 
they do not avowedly prai/e the imputation of pre-eminenr 
vice and mifery in England, they fatisfy themfelves with 
uoting that portion of the work to the exclufion of every 
other. 

Next to pure Jacobinifm, the Reviewers feem to think 

artial extracts from mixed works of doétrines, that may be 

@pplied-to jacobinical tq a the moft conducive to. thofe 
ends which they wifh to promote. They have their Paines, 
their Prieftleys, their Wollftonecrofts, and their Godwins, 
before them ; they can quote very largely, as they are fure 
they cannot quote wrong. On fuch writings much difcri- 
Mination is not neceflary, but in reviewing fuch a work as 
this, in which many of the obfervations and do@trines do not 
anfwer their purpofe, we muft allow them the praife of 
induitry and judicious felection. If in any mixed mafs there 
‘be poifonous ingredients, we muft grant that great {kill in 
difcovering and extraCting them is uniformly fhewn by jaco- 
binical Reviewers. 


an +. oe 





- 


Art. VIII. 4 Letter from Mr. Brothers to Mifs Cott, the re- 
corded Daughter of King David, and future Queen of the 
Hebrews. With an Addrefs to the Members of his Britan- 
nic Mayefty’s Council, Fc. Se. Bvo. Pp. 200. Price 
38. fewed. Riebeau, 1798. 


R. Brothers has, it feems, in the [flington mad-houfe, 

met with a Mifs Cott, whom he fuppofes to be the li- 

neal heir of David and Solomon, and deftined to be queen ot 
the Hebrews.—How the dreamings of infanity have been per- 
mitted to meet the public eye, we are not informed. How- 
ever that may be, Mr. Brothers’s letter affords an opportunity 
to the Monthly Reviewers, of indulging in one of the fa- 
vourite amufements of Jacobins, jefting on {cripture.—** With 
this young lady (Review for June, P. 220,) it appears, 
Mr. B. became acquainted, in confequence of her having 
been an unfortunate refident inthe fame receptacle for infane 
patients; and he defcribes her amiable perfon and mental 
accomplifhments, with a degree of gallantry not unworthy of 
a legitimate defcendant of Ring David, or even of his molt 
fluitriouily amorous fon, King Solomon. ‘The young lady, 
(Mif, Cott,) however, appears to be an Englifhywoman, and 


not one of the Hebrews.” 
“ This 
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This mode of treating fcripture chara¢ters, diftinguifhing 
them by their foibles and imperfeétions, is well fitted to any 
work intended to difleminate irreligion, or any other 
branches of jacobinifm. It was long, and often, employed 
by Voltaire, Diderot, and the other Frefich apoftles of im- 
piety ; as it has fince been by the worthy Thomas Paine, in 
his Age of Reafon, and his various coadjutors. Davidand 
Solomon, befides being fcripture characters, were im@hother 
predicament that rendered them peculiarly obnoxious to the 
democrats; they were Kings. Phe writings of both were 
eminent for religious and moral inculcation. David repro- 
bates that fort of ridicule of which morality and piety are the 
objects ; he tells us “ not to fit in the {corner’schair.” His 
writings would take away from the revilers of the gofpel that 
weapon which, however ineffectual again{t found and vigor- 
ous minds, they have often found fuccefsful againft the feeble 
and ignorant. 

Solomon, it might be naturally expected, would be no lefs 
difliked for his fituation and doGtrines than his father. Da- 
vid’s precepts, as thofe of all wife and good men, are contrary 
to thofe of the new philofophers, but Sologhon’s are peculiarly 
anti-jacobin. As the wifeft of men, he nea/ans from experience, 
not from abftraét theory. He applies his wifdom te a minute 
and complete expofition of the various relations and duties ot 
focial life, with the motives to their performance. His pro- 
verbs tend moit powerfully to promote the intereft of virtue, 
the rights of property, and the advantages of focial order. 
To eftablifh morality moft firmly, he fhews its only fure foun- 
dation to be religion: ** The fear of God is the beginning of 
wifdom.’’ For that purpofe, he enjoins early piety. The 
wifeft of men, feeing the neceflity of fubordination to the well 
being of fociety, teaches refpeét and obedience to Kings, and 
diffuades men from feditious and treafonable a€tions and ex- 
prefions. <‘* Curfe not the King,” fays the wifeft of men, » 

Such doftrines, religious, moral, and political, as David 
and Solomon teach, are, by no means, in unifon with thofe 
which Jacobins approve and praife, and are, indeed, alto- 
gether inimical to them ; fo that we need not be furprized that 
they embrace any opportunity, even one from the ravings of 
a mad man, to attempt the abule of thefe facred characters. 


_- _-— —_ 


Art. IX. Deteétion of the Monthly Magazine. 








Y the expofure of this vile vehicle of jacobinical princi- 
3 ples, to which our attention has been called, again and 
@zain, by different correfpondents, it was natural to expect 
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that we fhould incur the hatred and vengeance of its i/Ju/Pnirus 
oe peer and the whole train of fub/ime.writers whom he 
eeps in his pay. The immaculate Mr. Phillips has actually 
threatened. our publifher with a profecution, for our pre. 
fumption in tearing off the matk which has fo Jong concealed 
the beauties of his offspring from the public eye ; though we 
fhould really. have thought that he had grown {fufficiently wife 
from rience not to incur the rifk of again introducing his 
name ina court of juftice. We will not degrade ourfelves by 
maintaining any thing like a conteft with the proprictor of 
the) Monthly. Magazine ; but it is the admonition ot kindnefs 
to’the individual in queftion, to attend to the homely proverb 
Which has long orefted on his notice,.and to fhrink into* his 
native ebfcurity, left, by obtruding himfelf on our attention, 
fie fhould extort a relation of fac?s, accompanied by fuch 
‘yemarks as would prove all our paft obfervations to be com, 
paratively mercitul and tame. With this admonition, and 
with the farther caution to be careful, henceforth, as to the 
means Of propagating his principles, for we have an eye to the 
various initruments in his pofleflion, we fhall take leave of the 
parent, for the prefent, and transfer our notice to the c/i/d. 
Requefting our readers to add the name of John Thelwall 
to the contributors to the Monthly Magazine, we fhall pro- 
ceed to make fome brief remarks on the half-yearly retro{pea 
of domeftic literature, which is called ‘ the fupplementary 
number,” in imitation, no doubt, of the fupplementary, alias 
complementary, days in the French Republican Calendar, This 
retrofpeét contains a //# of the books publiihed in the pre- 
ceding fix months, with the editor's cpinion of their contents; 
for no attempt at analyfis is made, nor’a fingle proof adduced 
‘in fupport of the judgement pronounced, — It is almoft fuper- 
‘fluous to obferve, after having explained the principles of the 
work before us, that the publications which iffue from the 
patriotic pretles of ‘Metl. Johnfon and Robinfon experience, 
with little exception, unqualified commendation trom this 
‘critical judge. An aflertion of Mr..Coxe, that the Septen- 
nial Bill is ‘* the bulwark of our civil and religious liberties,” 
excites his indignation; and he accordingly enters ‘* his 
complete and unqualified proteft” againft the opinion, and 
affirms the bill to be *¢ an act of ufurpation, to the deplorable 
fuccefs of which the people may attribute every fubfequent 
invafion of their freedom.” How the King, Lords, and 
Commons, exercifing ‘a prerogative vefted in. them by the 
conftitution, can be guilty of ‘ an a& of ufurpation,’’ it 1s 
not eafy to conceive. And on the invafions of treedom men- 
.tioned by the critic, as he does not condefcend. to {fpecify any 


one of them, we cannot of courfe give any opinion. But * 
te 
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tell the people that their freedom is invaded is, no doubt, 
deemed {nfficient to excite difcontent ; and then the purpofe 
is anfwered. 
Mr. Pirr, for not paying attention to an anonymous pam- 
hlet on finance, which this fapient critic himfelf declares to 
‘have little novelty to recommend it,” is cenfured for his 
pride. ‘‘ The haughty premier condefcended not to notice 
them.”” The Bifhop of Landaff, we are told, is * liable to 
miltake concerning the effects of an addre/s to the lower orders 
of fociety ;”. becaufe, forfooth! he can know nothing of their 
fituation, but ‘ from philofophic reafoning and very curfory 
obfervation!!”” And Mr. Wakefield’s {candalous Reply is 
termed ‘‘ very imprudent,’ decaufe ‘it contains fo many 
paflages liable to be muifinterpreted.”’ A curious mode this of 
defcribing one of the moft malignant libels that ever appeared ; 
but which, whatever its defe¢ts, cannot be fubjeé& to mifin- 
terpretation, for never was plainer language {poken or written. 
Mr. Georrrey’ Mowsray’s* arguments, adduced to 
fhow that the partial alterations in particular boroughs have 
contributed to extend the privilege of voting, are confuted by 
the following affertion of the editor: W. hefitate not to 
pronounce it to be notorioufly falfe.”” ‘* 4n Appeal to the 
Head and Heart of every Man and Woman in Great Britain,” 
which refle&ts honour on the head and heart of the author, 
is affirmed to be ‘a filly pamphlet,’’ merely becaufe it con- 
tains an effufion of. piety. Mr. Burgefs’s ‘‘ Addrefs to the 
People of Great Britain,’ affords the editor an opportunity 
for reprefenting the war as ‘‘ the confequence of our follies 
or ourcrimes,”’ of difplaying his earneft anxiety for a radical 
reform, (which it was the object of the Irifh traitors to pro- 
mote) and for cenfuring ‘¢ the ill-founded expectation of the pro- 
bability of removing the radical corruptions and inbred difeafes 
of the body politic, by a fimple appeal to the reafon and juitice 
of that rapacious tyrant, HUMAN NATURE.” We have read 
and heard many libels on poor human nature, but this maga- 
zine-monger outdoes them all: 
Acri 
Ingenio fervens, naturam vincere tentat. + 





In order to prevent the circulation of a collection of addrefles 
from the Executive Directory of France, entitled ‘* French 
Invafion,” and publifhed with a view to fhew, from their 
own declarations, their hatred of, and enmity to, this country, 





* A fictitious name. + Guntherus, lib, vi, ver. 92. 


Qq4 and 










































—— -_— 
- ~ rs 






















































572 REVIEWERS REVIEWED. 


and “confequently to animate the fpirit of the people, the 
idea of :nvafion is ridiculed as ‘* a woman’s {tory at a winter's 
fire, authorized by her grandame.” We do not expect that 
the late invafion of Ireland will produce a recantation of this 
man’s opinion on the fubject. 

The remarks on the fucceeding articles are infinitely too 
fublimetoadmit of abridgement, we fhall therefore extra@ them 
wholly : 


© Mr. Hucues’s © RefleAions on the Politics of France and 
England at the Clife of the Year 1797,’ are jejune and puerile; 
the pompofity of his language is very incompetent to conceal the 
poverty of his thinking. But every man muft think ; it is not very 
wonderful, therefore, that a commiffary general, Haviland le Me. 
furier, Efq. fhould, in thefc turbulent times, have his head full of 
© Thoughts on the French Invafion.’ This ingenious gentleman, as 
would of courfe be expected, is moft outrageoufly loyal ; and as to the 
aroma, the effential oil of fuch fweet-fcented odoriferous loyal: y as 
his, we all know— 

‘It is of a nature fo fubtle 
That unlefs it be luted with care, 
The odour will fly through the bottle, 
And its {pirit impregnate the air !’ 

‘* Of fuch genuine and exalted genius is Mr. Commiffary Le 
Mefurier, that, in feveral inftances, he has fpurned with becoinin 
indignity at the rules of grammar, and has frequently deviated from 
the dry and vulgar precifion of hittorical truth, witha fpirit of manly 
and laudable independence.’’ 

The fneer at /oyalty is perfe€tly confiftent with the princi- 
ples of men, whofe efforts are {tudioufly directed to the pro- 
pagation of a fpirit of difeyalty. The die in the lait fentence 
is equally charaGeriftic. 

Lord AUCKLAND, it is afirmed, ‘‘ is the reputed author” 
of Confiderations upon the State of Public Affairs at the Beginning 
of the Year 1798. By whom reputed? By knaves who labour 
to deceive, and blockheads who are unable to difcriminate. ‘The 
author is abufed for faying, that ‘* the French are, and have 
been, ever fince the revolution, poltroons and daftards.”” The 
ideot of a critic has not the fente to perceive that this remark 
applies to the mafs of the people of France, who, from their 
bafe unmanly fubmiflion to every f{pecies of infult, oppref- 
fion, andtyranny, practifed on them by their regicidal rulers, 
have betrayed a degree of pufillanimity, tamenefs, and cow- 
ardice, of which the hiftory of no other nation exhibits a fingle 

example. 

The Earl of Car xisLe, it is faid, cannot be the author of 
‘6 Unite or Fall;” becaufe his Lordfhip ‘¢ is an intelligent 
ftatefman,” 
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ftatefman,’’ and the pamphlet js “fila and unlaboured.”* 
To be {ure it mut be beneath the dignity of an able ftatef- 
man to exhort the people to unite, in times of unprecedented 
danger, and, in plain and Gaapte language, to pomt out the 
evil confequences of difunion ! 

“<A foart Account of the Invafion of Switzerland, by Mallet 
du Pan, is written very intemperately.”” If to calla thief a 
thief be intemperance, Mallet du Pan is certainly chargeable 
with thatcrime. The account in queltion was a private com- 
munication to a friend, and never intended for publication. 

The publication of the ** Original Letters to Dr. Priefiley,” 
which was reviewed in our lat number, is {trongly reprobated, 
and the preface declared to be “ s/liberal and inflammatary,” 
That preface we laid before our readers, and it is for ¢hem to 
judge of the accuracy of this declaration. 

“ Perer PorcuPIne, of no very honourable notoriety, has 

ublifhted a work, intitled Democratic Principles, illuftrated 
. Example.” The author is thus abuled; but not a word is 
faid of his do0k in this ** retrofpedct of //terature.”’ We know 
not what this feribbler’s definition may be of an ‘* honourable 
notoriety ;” but if probity, virtue, and talents, unvariably di- 
rected to the fupport of religion, morality, and focial order, 
give a claim to fuch diftinGtion, that claim is Peter Porcu- 
pine’s. But we fufpeét that the notoriety here alluded to is 
of a different defcription, of a kind to which Peter can form 
no poflibie pretenfions ; for he never was an. agent of the 
London Correfponding Society; 4e never was hired to pro- 
pagate jacobinical principles; 4e never was employed to circu- 
ate the incendiary publications of the mifcreant Paine, and to 
illuftrate their doctrines by appotite comments of his own ; he 
never had the honour of being imprifoned in a connty goal for 
his patriotic efforts ; and 4is next door. neighbour could never 
exclaim, 


—Jam proximus ardet 
Eucalidon——. 





Mr. Harper’s ‘¢ Odbfervations on the United States and 
France,” though founded on the moft authentic documents, 
are, it feems, ‘* to be received with very cautious confent ;"’ 
becaufe Mr. Munroe’s ‘* View of the Conduét of the Execu- 
tive,” which we fhall take a future opportunity of repro- 
bating as it deferves, ‘* contains an accidental and iniirchded 
impeachment of his accuracy.’’ The Jat pamphlet is falfely 
ailogted, as we fhall hereafter fhew, to be ‘ of indifputable 
authority.” 


We 
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574 MISCELLANIES. 
We thall. not purfue this deteion any farther at prefent ; 


we have faid fufhcient, we truii, to convince our readers of 


the juitice of our obfervations on the Monthly Magazine. 
Many of the jacobjnical remarks, in the ‘ retrofpect of lite. 
rature,’.are taken from the Analytical, Critical, and Monthly 
Reviews. ‘The only /sya/ publications, that are mentioned 
with any degree of favour, or, indeed, that efcape the mot 
unjuft cenfure, are two pamphlets of Mr. Gifford’s. This is 
the more extraordinary, as tew writers have evinced.a more 
determined hoftility to thofe principles which it isthe object of 
the publication betore us to diileminate than Mt. G. Wewere 
induced to afcribe this exception here noticed to fome private 
conneétion between that gentleman and the proprietor of the 
Monthly: Magazine ;, the avowed fentiments of the former 
are, indeed, inimical to this fuppofition ; but we live in firange 
times, and the circumilance, it mutt be confeffed, is very fuf- 
picious. Perhaps our future enquiries may enable us to throw 
fome light ‘on the fubject. 








MISCELLANIES. 


(Defcription of the Print.) 


TWO PAIR OF PORTRAITS, 
Prefented to all the unbiafid Ele@ors of Great-Britain; and ¢/pe- 
cially to the EleGors of Weftminfter. By John Horne Tooke, an 
Elector of Weftminfter, 


Difee, puer, virtutem ex his verumque laborem: 
Fortunam ex illis. 





een eee 


FIRST PAIR OF PORTRAITS. 


Witttam Pirt, Lord Chatham, } of diametrically oppofite 
~ Henry Fox, . Lord Holland, principles and pradices. 


Both began Commouers.—Both finithed Peers. 


HATHAM. .. His youth remarkably fober, prudent, moral, and 
ecuiaateel Milled, His youth jovial, imprudent, difli- 
ted, and prodigal. 

Pcie Necticd the filter of Earl Temple, to the fatisfaétion 
and with the approbation of all her conneétions, Holland. Stole 
away the desig her of the Dake of Richmond, tothe extreme regret 
and with the lafting indignation of her family.. ‘Site ieee 
Chatham. Paymatter of the forces, refuting all perquifites, and 
retiviggs voluntarily, no sicher than he entered. Holland, oh 
matter 
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vaf sed, Electors 














